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f\ TJ's E-Cigarettes "MSRF 

f j o OUR SHOPS 

_ _ r Chatham, Gravesend, Maidstone, Milton, Sheerness 

I . J - Experienced staff to help anyone from beginners to experienced vapers 

We won’t be beaten on price within a 10 mile radius, price match plus a further 10% off 


TJ’s E-Cigarettes Ltd 

129 High Street, Sheerness, Kent ME12 1UD • Telephone: 01795 668638 | 233 High Street, Chatham, Kent ME4 4BQ • Telephone: 01634 843020 
6 Palace Avenue, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6NF • Telephone: 01622 670450 | 11 lb High Street, Milton, Kent ME10 2AR • Telephone: 01795 229116 
33 High Street, Gravesend, Kent DA11 0AZ • Telephone: 01474 329742 | E-Mail: tjecigs@outlook.com 





















Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door -operated by hand held 'keyring' handset is 
currently reduced from a RRP of €2250 - to an amazing £799 

inc VAT & fitting. 


NOW JUST£799! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 



♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override,; 

+ All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 

♦ Full 12 month warranty# Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 


CALL 01245 396910 


This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website do es not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
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Driverless cash boost is 
not as exciting as it seems 


IF YOU believe the hype, then before 
long we’ll all be jumping in our car, 
telling it where to go, putting our feet 
up, and admiring the view. 

Because driverless technology, 
we’re told, is just around the corner 
and Kent, it seems, is set to be at the 
forefront of our relentless pursuit of 
progress. 

In the paperwork for this week’s 
budget, chancellor George Osborne 
revealed £15million for a ‘connected 
corridor’ along the A2 and M2 
linking London and Dover (see page 
11 for more). 

It all sounds very impressive, 
doesn’t it? And that seems like 
an awful lot of money. But 
when trying to put the meat 
on the bones, there were an 
awful lot of blank faces this 
week from those you’d hope 
would know more. According 
to the Department of 
Transport, it is ‘great 
news’ for the jfl 

county and a ‘real 
benefit’ to us all. 



Speak to Highways England, however, 
and they suggest it’s more about being 
able to experiment and fine-tune the 
technology with the car manufactur¬ 
ers rather than anything more 
exciting. Extra lanes of smooth-run¬ 
ning, driverless cars are not, they 
stress, just around the corner. 

The ultimate outcome is likely to 
be somewhere inbetween. 

Yes, it will be good because if all 
goes well, we can assume Kent will be 
among the first to benefit when fleets 
of cars with snoozing passengers start 
rolling out. Especially if it means 
our European cousins can 
experience it when they travel 
here. Won’t they be impressed? 

Just try not to think about 
all the money our councils 
have been told to save when 
you watch all those millions 
being splashed out on little wi-fi 
boxes being fitted along 
our roadsides over 
the coming 
months and 
years. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Limited Edition Sprinter 


£259 




per month 


Includes £2,800 Finance Deposit Contribution 


Includes: 

(D Integrated satellite navigation 
^ Air conditioning 
Chrome grille 
cS Driver’s comfort seat 


L »,sr - 


Wheel trims 

V 

Talk to us today . 


J T- ■ 






The Sprinter. Partnering your 
business for 20 years 





Mercedes-Benz 

Vans. Born to run. 


Sparshatts of Kent 

01795 479571 


Offer available at participating Mercedes-Benz Commercial Vehicle Dealers only and is subject to availability. See your local participating Dealer for details. Please call 0845 602 4321 to find your nearest participating Dealer. 
*Finance for BUSINESS USERS ONLY. Vehicle shown for illustrative purposes only. Example based on a Sprinter 213 CDI SWB Limited Edition van manual transmission including first registration fee, RFL, plylining, delivery and 
finished in metallic paint at a price of £27,837.16 incl VAT on a Mercedes-Benz Finance Agility contract with a customer deposit of £8,083.09 incl VAT and a deposit contribution of £2,800.00 followed by 48 monthly payments 
of £259.00 and an optional final payment of £7,500.00. Option pack only available on Sprinter 2 and Sprinter 3 Series Vans. Finance based on 10,000 miles per annum. Vehicle condition, excess mileage and other charges may 
apply. VAT is charged at the prevailing rate. Credit provided subject to status. Offer is subject to terms and conditions. Vehicles must be registered between 01/10/2015 and 31/12/2015. Finance provided by Mercedes-Benz 
Financial Services UK Ltd, MK15 8BA. 
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Shopping complex gets 
green light for expansion 



PLANS : Generated designs of how the expanded RVP will look when work is completed. 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


TUNBRIDGE Wells shopping 
centre Royal Victoria Place has 
been granted planning permission 
for its £70million extension. 

The go ahead from Tunbridge 
Wells Borough Council gives the 
green light to an additional 
173,000 sq ft of retail, restaurant 
and leisure space. It includes a 
multiplex cinema - the first time 
the town centre will have a big 
screen since 2000. 

Nicky Blanchard, centre 
manager, said: “We are delighted 
that our exciting plans for RVP 
have been given the green light by 
the council and would like to 
thank both our shoppers and 
members of the public for their 
enthusiasm and support. 

“I am confident that this 
significant investment in Tun¬ 
bridge Wells town will benefit not 
only RVP but the town centre as a 
whole and has the potential to act 
as a strong business catalyst 
attracting further investment 
throughout the town centre.” 

Chris Taylor, head of private 
markets at Hermes Investment 


Management which owns RVP, 
said: “Achieving this planning 
consent represents both our and 
the local authority’s strong 
commitment to enhancing the 
status of the town’s retail and 
leisure offer. Already the region’s 
dominant shopping destination, 
RVP will now further capitalise on 
the potential that its affluent 
catchment offers, and we are 
delighted with the result.” 

The plans were originally 


revealed last year and a public 
exhibition outlining the proposals 
met with support from shoppers. 

The council’s planning commit¬ 
tee had been recommended to 
grant permission following 
extensive research by the council 
into the proposals. 

Enhancing RVP is seen as a key 
tool in ensuring the long-term 
health and vitality of the spa 
town’s traditional retail centre, as 
it looks to ensure it remains a 


popular shopping destination and 
prevent the curse suffered by so 
many other high streets when 
faced with the twin threats of 
online traders and the big out-of- 
town shopping complexes. 

Anchor tenant in the scheme 
will be Fenwicks. 

Work is expected to start next 
spring and take around two years. 

The team behind the scheme say 
they hope it will be fully open by 
the spring of 2019. 


Just what did kill mother 
and daughter in Gillingham? 


Major engineering set 
to disrupt Easter rail 
services across county 


TRAVELLERS planning to use the 
train over the Easter weekend are 
being warned to check the timetable 
before they set out with ‘significant’ 
engineering work taking place 
across the county. 

Network Rail, which maintains 
the rail infrastructure, will be 
working at a number of locations on 
improving tracks - but it will mean 
Southeastern services will be 
disrupted. 

Work includes on-going work on 
tracks approaching London Bridge as 
part of the multi-billion pound 
Thameslink programme. 

In addition re-signalling work in 
east Kent continues. It sees the 
replacement of several old signal 
boxes by a new regional centre at 
Gillingham. 

Two additional platforms at 
Rochester will also come into use. 

Travellers are also advised to be 
aware of work on the Crossrail 
project which will include a new 
station at Abbey Wood. 


The long weekend will also see 
routine maintenance work carried 
out in various locations. 

An amended timetable will 
operate throughout the four-day 
Easter weekend. On Good Friday, 
Saturday and Easter Monday, a 
Saturday service will be in place. A 
Sunday service will operate on Easter 
Day. However, early morning and 
late night services may also differ. 

A spokesman explained: “Even if 
your route is not directly affected by 
work, the times of your trains may be 
different to usual. Revised Easter 
train and replacement bus times are 
available in all online journey 
planners. 

“We advise all passengers to know 
how their journey is going to be 
affected and check before they travel.” 

Over Easter Network Rail will also 
be undertaking work at other 
locations around the national 
network with major alterations to 
services from Victoria, Waterloo, 
Paddington and Liverpool Street. 


INITIAL post-mortem examinations 
on the body of a mother and 
daughter found at their home in 
Gillingham on Monday have been 
unable to explain their deaths. 

Lillian Oluk, 36, and the body of a 
young girl, were discovered at 
Trafalgar Steet. 

It is believed both may have 
been dead for more than a week 
before their bodies were discov- 


DAVID Cameron has insisted the 
issue of air pollution around the 
Dartford Crossing is beingtackled. 

Speaking at prime minister’s 
questions on Wednesday, 

Thurrock MP Stephen Metcalfe 
said: ‘ ‘Before spending billions on a 
new crossing we should consider 
sorting out the problems at the 
existing crossing, not only helping 
a greater number of motorists, but 


ered. The alarm was raised when 
residents in the flats reported an 
unpleasant smell. 

Next of kin have been located 
and an investigation into the 
circumstances surrounding their 
deaths is continuing. However, 
police say they are not treating the 
deaths as suspicious. 

Anyone with information should 
contact Kent Police. 


to improve illegal levels of poor air 
quality and bring more resilience 
to the M25 motorway network.’ ’ 

The PM responded; ‘ ‘We need to 
tackle congestion and air quality. 

‘ ‘Stationary traffic is more 
polluting than moving traffic and so 
sorting out the existing problems at 
Dartford is important but we need 
to look at the options for a new 
crossing.” 


PM vows to tackle pollution 
problems around Dartford 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


North & West 


Week ending March 20,2016 5 

















w Download your free 

Kent News iPhone 
and iPad App available 
at the Apple App Store 

□ 13 

it Follow us on 
Twitter @kosmedia or 
Facebook KOS Media 


Hospital cash boost to fund haemophilia study 


THE Haemophilia Centre at the Kent and Canterbury 
Hospital has been awarded a £250,000 grant to lead a 
research ‘first’ into the condition. 

Haemophilia is a rare inherited blood disorder which 
prevents the blood from clotting. 

The cash is from the National Institute of Health 
Research. The study, beginning in April, will be the first 


ever randomised clinical trial of its type for physiothera¬ 
py intervention in children with haemophilia. It will take 
the first steps towards establishing links between 
exercise, weak muscles and joint damage caused by 
bleeding in children with the condition. 

The Haemophilia Centre treats more than 500 
patients from across Kent. 


Ambulance chairman 
quits as chief executive 
put on ‘leave of absence’ 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


SOUTH East Coast Ambulance Serv¬ 
ice (Secamb) NHS Foundation Trust 
this week confirmed its chairman, 
Tony Thorne, has resigned after 
four-and-a-half years in the job. 

It comes after the trust, which is 
responsible for emergency services 
in Kent, published an independent 
review into a controversial policy re¬ 
garding 111 calls. 

The pilot saw a delay before emer¬ 
gency NHS 111 calls were put 
through to the 999 number, mean¬ 
ing the service was able to meet its 
response time targets. 

This review looked specifically at the 
decision-making processes and gov¬ 
ernance around the implementation of 
the pilot, rather than its impact on pa¬ 
tients, which is subject to a separate, 
clinically-led independent review, due 
to be concluded by June 2016. 

The trust acknowledges the way 
the pilot was governed was “inade¬ 
quate” and insists that lessons will 



CHANGES: New chair for Secamb 

be learnt to avoid similar controver¬ 
sy in the future. 

Now, Mr Thorne has resigned 
from his post after intense specula¬ 
tion that the regulatory body, Moni¬ 
tor, had asked him to step down last 


month, which was denied. 

A statement reveals that Mr 
Thorne had informed Monitor in De¬ 
cember of his intention to resign 
once an interim chair - announced 
on Tuesday as Sir Peter Dixon - had 
been appointed. 

The process of appointing a perma¬ 
nent chair will be agreed in line with 
legislation and the trust’s constitution. 

Meanwhile, Secamb chief execu¬ 
tive Paul Sutton is currently taking 
mutually-agreed leave of absence, 
while the trust determines the ap¬ 
propriate actions to take. 

A spokesperson for SECAmb said: 
“The trust welcomes and accepts the 
findings of the review in full. 

“It recognises that the governance 
surrounding the pilot was inade¬ 
quate, and has already started to 
make serious changes to the way 
matters of governance are managed 
and dealt with to make sure lessons 
are learnt and a lapse in governance 
of this sort does not happen again. 

“A joint recovery plan is being 
agreed with the trust’s commissioners 
and Monitor to address concerns.” 



STANDING: Gurvinder Sandher 


Fresh face in 
the race to be 
the next PCC 


A LEADING figure in the administra¬ 
tion of Kent Police has thrown his hat 
into the ring ahead of this May’s police 
and crime commissioner election. 

It comes in the week Ann Barnes 
confirmed she would not be seeking a 
second term (full story, see page 14). 

Gurvinder Sandher, from Dartford, is 
the current county chair of the Kent 
Police independent advisory group and 
vice chair of the Kent Police and Crime 
Panel. He will stand on an independent 
ticket at the May 5 election. 

The equality campaigner said: “I am 
standing as a genuine independent 
candidate, with no political party of 
special advisors behind me. 

“Kent is very close to my heart and 
those who know me and my work are 
aware of my commitment to the county. 

“I have acted as a critical friend to Kent 
Police in many different roles over 17 years. 

“I passionately believe that there 
should be no party politics in policing 
and I will work very hard during the 
campaign to address the various issues 
that matter most to Kent communities 
and aim to deliver with action devoid of 
any political agenda.” 

The Liberal Democrats have con¬ 
firmed Maidstone councillor Dave 
Naghi will be its candidate. It did not 
field anyone in the 2012 election. 


Ramsgate emporium 
given expansion nod 

BOSSES behind Ramsgate’s vintage market, 
Petticoat Lane Emporium, have won a legal battle 
to expand the business into other areas of Kent. 

The emporium appealed a planning enforce¬ 
ment notice issued by Thanet District Council and 
has now been given the green light to grow 
beyond its current Ramsgate base. 

Describing itself as the biggest and best indoor 
extravaganza of vintage, retro, craft, art and 
antique merchandise, the emporium has only 
been open for little over a year, but its success is 
now allowing it to spread its wings further 
throughout the county. 

Owner Kevin Shaw has identified a number of 
potential sites, including the former Lincoln 
Furniture Warehouse in Maidstone, but says a 
decision can’t be rushed. 

“It has to be the right site for us,” he told KoS. 

“The emporium is unique, there’s nothing like it 
anywhere in Kent, and so we need a building that 
fits the ethos of what we’re doing.” 


Combined Ops show 
organiser changes 

THE popular Combined Ops Military and Aviation 
Show will have new organisers from this year. 

Headcom Special Events will take over as sole 
organisers of the event which had previously been shared 
by the Invicta Military Preservation Society (IMPS). 

The annual event is staged this summer at Headcor 
Aerodrome across August 13 and 14 with air displays 
and a host of military attractions. 

IMPS says it made the decision after strugglingto find 
sufficient volunteers to devote the necessary time to form 
an organising team. However, it is hoped by bringing 
the event under one umbrella organisation it will make 
it more efficient and protect it going into the future. 

A spokesman for the event’s promoters said: 

‘ ‘Whilst IMPS regrets having to withdraw from 
assisting with the organisation of the show, as the 
co-operation between the two organisations has 
been very close for over eight years and has 
delivered a very successful and popular attraction for 
the public, they feel this agreement will ensure the 
show’s continued success.’ ’ 


Did you see man in a 
onesie raid garage? 

POLICE are appealing for witnesses to a crime in 
which a man in a onesie held up a petrol station in 
Maidstone and threatened staff with a knife. 

Officers say the man was described as wearing a 
distinctive white onesie with black spots. 

He entered the BP Parkwood service station on 
March 9 before grabbing money from a till. Details 
have only just been made public. 

The incident happened after the suspect entered 
the Sutton Road premises at around 8pm. It is 
reported he shouted at staff to open a till. The man 
then reached across the counter and managed to 
open the till himself. It is alleged that he was seen to 
be holding a knife at the time. 

A quantity of cash was stolen before the suspect then 
fled through an exit in the direction of Wallis Avenue. 

A 24-year-old man from Maidstone has been 
arrested in connection with the incident and has been 
bailed pending further enquiries until April 6. 

Anyone with information should contact the 
appeals line on 01622 604100. 
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Wi-fi extended to all 
of county's libraries 


School approved as Corbyn 
mocks garden city's progress 



APPROVED : The Cherry Orchard Primary will be run by the Leigh Academies Trust 


Warning over Easter 
Bluewater roadworks 


THE coastbound A2 will be closed between the 
slip roads at Bean for Bluewater on Easter Sunday 
and Monday for essential resurfacing. 

The closure will begin at around midnight on 
March 26 until around 10am on Monday while 
Bluewater is closed and traffic flows reduced over 
the Easter weekend. 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


THE first primary school to serve the pro¬ 
posed Ebbsfleet garden city has been given 
the green light this week - coinciding with a 
swipe from Jeremy Corbyn over the 15,000- 
home development’s slow progress. 

Able to cater for 420 pupils, permission 
was given at a meeting of the Ebbsfleet Devel¬ 
opment Corporation. 

It has been given planning powers to as¬ 
sist the progress of the ambitious scheme. 

The school, and a new community centre, 
will be built in Castle Hill, and will also pro¬ 
vide 26 nursery places as well as 15 for spe¬ 
cial needs pupils. 

It will be called Cherry Orchard Primary 
and be run by the Leigh Academies Trust. If 
all goes to plan, it will open in September 
2017. 

It marks a significant move for the devel¬ 
opment which continues to promise much 
but, so far, actually deliver relatively little. 

Paul Spooner, interim chief executive of 
the Ebbsfleet Development Corporation, add¬ 
ed: “Development in the garden city is now 
moving forward at pace. 

“Working with landowners, developers 
and utility companies we are accelerating the 
delivery of infrastructure and new housing. 


“There are already 387 homes built with 
another two developers on site preparing to 
build 400 homes.” 

The announcement comes after Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn mocked the speed of 
developments on the site in the House of 
Commons on Wednesday in his response to 
George Osborne’s budget. 

Mr Corbyn told MPs: “We’ve heard prom¬ 
ises of garden cities before. 

“Two years ago, the chancellor pledged a 
garden city of 15,000 homes at Ebbsfleet. 


“Since then, ministers have made 30 
Ebbsfleet announcements but only built 
368 homes. 

“That’s 12 homes for every press release. 
We need a vast increase in press releases to 
get any homes built in Ebbsfleet, or indeed 
anywhere else.” 

Last month, we reported how the garden 
city is being recognised as a ‘healthy new 
town’, which means planners will liaise 
with the NHS to help create communities 
promoting healthy lifestyle choices. 


EVERY library across the county is now offering 
complimentary wi-fi for every visitor. 

The expansion from the 33 libraries which 
currently offer it, to the full 99, was possible due to 
funding from Arts Council England. 

The grant, is part of a nation-wide campaign to 
provide access for visitors using their laptop, 
smartphone or PC. KCC’s Mike Hill said: “It is 
great especially for people living in rural areas.” 


Register for Big Ride 

REGISTRATION for this year’s Medway Big Ride 
is now open. 

Taking place on June 19 at Medway park in 
Gillingham between noon and 4pm there will be 
a host of events, headlined by a mass family bike 
ride of a looping 4km course. 

It forms part of the Medway Festival of Sport 
marking the 2016 Rio Olympic Games. 


Clarkes 

furnishing your home 


50% OFF EX-SHOWROOM Clarkes 

models on these brands ,um i shi „ 0,ourhome 



Eldorado - 2 seater sofa & chair 

RRP £5238 EX-SHOWROOM £2595 
SAVING 50% 


Wave - 2 seater sofa 

RRP 27 1 9 EX-SHOWROOM £1355 
SAVING 50% 


Wing - Chair & stool 

RRP £ 1 629 EX-SHOWROOM £809 
SAVING 50% 


www.clarkesfurnishers.co.uk 


Sandling Road, Maidstone ME 14 2RF 01622 753073 


UPHOLSTERY DINING 


BEDS 


BEDROOM 


ACCESSORIES 
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Victim suffered ‘an horrific 
ordeal’ a 

A 53-year-old from London who 
raped a woman at knifepoint in 
Gillingham has been sentenced to 
life in prison. 

Philip Bradley, from Southwark, was 
found guilty of rape, attempted kidnap, 
making a threat to kill, having a bladed 
article, assault and damaging property. 

He was sentenced at Maidstone 
Crown Court to life imprisonment, 
with a minimum of 12 years before he 
can be considered for parole. 

Investigations by Kent Police 
found Bradley, who was known by 
his victim, unexpectedly visited her 
at home on July 10, last year. 

He attacked her, holding a knife 
to her throat while he did so. On 
August 11, Bradley returned to the 
property and forced his way inside 
by removing a bathroom window. 

He assaulted a friend who was at 


s rapist is given life 



the property and then threatened 
his victim with a knife again before 
leaving the scene. 

Detective Constable Rebecca 
Saunders, said: “Bradley subjected 
his victim to a horrifying ordeal at 


knifepoint and later returned to the 
scene to threaten her again. 

“It is clear the courts recognised 
how much of a danger Bradley 
poses with this sentence of life 
imprisonment.” 


Bridge trust offers groups 
grant cash opportunity 


ORGANISATIONS across the 
county are being invited to 
apply for grants worth £200 to 
£25,000 from one of the 
country’s oldest charities. 

The Rochester Bridge Trust is 
offering the scheme, open for 
projects related to heritage 
structures, history and 
agriculture, the River Medway 
and civil engineering. 

The trust, founded in 1399, 
owns and maintains the bridges 
over the Medway at Rochester 
and derives its income from 
14th and 15th century 
endowments. 

Bridge clerk Sue Threader 
explained: “The trust’s main 
purpose is to provide crossings 
of the River Medway, however, 
when funds allow our trustees 
are able to offer a range of 
grants. 


“We particularly welcome ap¬ 
plications to fund well-planned 
projects from sound and 
well-governed organisations. 

“In the past, these have 
ranged from supporting a 
primary school’s construction 
club to providing funds towards 
Medway Aircraft Preservation 
Society’s ongoing restoration of 
the Short Scion floatplane.” 

Applications are welcome 
from across the county. 

Round one applications 
should be received by 5pm on 
April 12. Two further rounds 
will then close in July and 
October. 

For information and full 
details on the criteria for 
applying for a grant, visit the 
website www.rbt.org.uk/grants. 

It includes case studies of 
previous successful bids. 


Kent Life award boost 

TOURIST attraction Kent Life Heritage Farm 
Park has been highly commended in the 
education category of the National Farm 
Attractions Network annual awards. 

It was the third time the venue, near 
Maidstone, has secured the honour in the 
national awards. 


Gas works on the A28 

MOTORISTS using the A28 Canterbury 
Road in Ashford are being advised to expect 
delays from Sunday night as gas main 
replacement works get under way. 

Temporary lights will be in place at the 
junction with Faversham Road. The works 
are expected to be completed by July 8. 


Green spaces appeal 

SWALE Borough Council says it wants to 
hear from residents to nominate local green 
spaces for special protection. 

It says criteria can include recreational 
value, importance to local wildlife, beauty, 
cultural or heritage significance. It comes as 
the council finalises its local plan. 


Festival's headliners 

TOP-SELLING band The Christians and The 
Blockheads have been confirmed as 
headliners for the first Dover Music Festival 
taking place this summer. 

The event takes place on July 23 at the 
Dover Cruise Terminal and will be free to 
attend along with the community regatta. 



Amherst Court 

The only "outstanding* Care Home in Medway. 


Amherst Court care home provides care with compassion 

for those living with dementia. 

The team of attentive, experienced and skilled staff provide 24 hour care 
in a pleasant, homely environment. Services provided at Amherst Court 
include full time residential care, day care and short term respite care. 

All rooms at Amherst Court are bright and cheerful with bedrooms 
having en-suite facilities providing relaxation and a sense of well-being. 
The home has its own hairdressers, the 'Calypso Cafe’that is open to 
residents and visitors, providing great food and drinks and a beautiful 
courtyard garden with raised flowerbeds. 

“Mum has first class care and is very happy, 

/ cannot recommend Amherst Court enough " 

V* 01634 400 009 B enquiry@avantecare.org.uk 

^ Palmerston Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 6LU @ avantecare.org.uk 


Latest CQC Rating 


Outstanding 




Q CareQuality 

Commission 


We are an 
approved provider for 
Kent County Council. 
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KENTISH 


— CEREMONY ^ 

www.akentishceremony.com 

The only official Kent County Council 
ceremonies magazine and website 


Are you getting married or planning a civil partnership? 

Request a FREE copy of A KENTISH CEREMONY MAGAZINE at 
www.akentishceremony.com or download the latest edition online. 
For all enquiries email kirsty.baker@archant.co.uk 
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Top Three Stories 



1. Eurostar staff to strike 


Easter services could be affected 

2. Irreversible damage' 

Woodland Trust issues crossing warning 

3. Takeaway blaze 

Crews called to fire in Dartford 


The Essential Guide: 



.to the Dartford Crossing 


Everything you need to know about the Dart 
Charge. 



FEATURED PHOTO GALLERY: A Folkestone based Gurkha regiment has been training in 
Norfolk ahead of an eight-month tour of Afghanistan, which begins in April. Photos: Corporal 
Andy Reddy RLC 



Missed last week’s...? 


...YOU can read the paper online via our e-Edition at 

www. kentne ws. co.uk 


DON’T worry if you struggle 
to pick up a copy of Kent on 
Sunday, or missed a copy. 

You can access our exten¬ 
sive archive, online, through 
our website kentnews.co.uk. 
You can read the full paper, 
download articles you partic¬ 
ularly enjoy, and take a walk 


back through time with an ar¬ 
chive which stretches back 


years. 

And the best of it all, is that 
it’s all free to access. Plus, 
don’t forget, we provide a full 
news service throughout the 
week, to supplement your 
weekend read. 



follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 



Top Three Blogs 



1. Time to talk 


Mental health campaigns miss the point 

2. Etiquette dilemmas 

Say thank you when the door is held open 

3. Too reliant on phones 

Do we need to change our habits? 

Results of the KoS 
Online Poll 

Should e-cigarettes be 
banned? 

Yes, in all places - 39% 

Yes, in some places - 23% 

El No-39% 

Undecided - 0% 





■ 


AMAZING 

DEALS! 


Mm 

SB* 


TO 


Britelite's Super 


Britelite Triple Glazed 

WINDOWS 


Conservatories 
this March 


7 windows, 7 openers, total up to 
7 sq metres Installed inc VAT 


Fully installed inc. VAT 


Call 


0800 


Visit our website for a online quote 

www.mlBi windowsxo.uk 
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Easter Open Weekend at ^ 

JJtymmu <fcuid$ 


25th - 28th March 




FINANCE 
OPTIONS 
AVAILABLE' 





CARAVAN 

HOLIDAY HOMES k V 


k £12^995 


tST# 


Piis 


JOIN US FOR OUR FAMILY FUN DAY: 

• CARAVAN EXHIBITION - OVER 40 CARAVANS OPEN FOR 
VIEWING • LIVE MUSIC AND BBQ • FACE PAINTING • EASTER 
EGG CAKE COMPETITION • EASTER EGG HUNT • WIN AN IPAD 


Experience life as an Owner for a day, | 

VIP appointments available 8th - 28th March 


For more information call us on: 01797 369 340 

or visit www.park-resorts/own-rom ^ 

Romney Sands Holiday Park. The Parade. Greatstone 
New Romney. Kent. TN28 8RN 


Park 


Creating Amazing Memories 


• Poces tot} between models and Puri Resale parte Suture: In iroitj&itity. ImaQes arc Iot .lltnlraiwn purpose Alt prices mcu.dc VAT * finance It 5uti|ort la statue ami deposit ertena. 
written ikUii$ upwi JetratfL 
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George pulls £15m driverless car 
route on the A2/M2 out of his hat 


But Labour chiefs in the county slam 
his latest spending plans as ‘terrible’ 


TRANSPORT: USHERING IN NEW WORLD OF MOTORING 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


F ROM ushering in a major 
route for driverless cars, to 
all our schools being told 
they must become acade¬ 
mies, George Osborne’s 
budget was yet another with wide- 
ranging impact. 

A rise in tax-free personal allow¬ 
ance, transport improvements in the 
north and a freeze on beer, cider and 
spirits duties was enough for many to 
raise a glass. 

But here political opponents, un¬ 
surprisingly, slated it. 

Gordon Cowan, leader of the La¬ 


NEWS that fuel duty will be 
frozen at 57.95p per litre was 
generally welcomed, although 
some groups felt the chancellor 
could have gone one further and 
cut prices by 3p per litre. 

The Tunbridge Wells-based 
Freight Transport Association 
says it told Mr Osborne in its 
pre-budget submission that a 
reduction would make an 
important contribution towards 
protecting the UK economy. 

It added that industry currently 
pays around £7billion annually in 
duty, and an increase of just one 
penny would add £470 a year to 
the cost of running a 44-tonne 
truck, which would have a huge 
impact on transport operators. 

James Hookham, FTA’s deputy 
chief executive, said: “He missed 
a chance to give a boost to the 
stuttering economy by reducing 


bour group on KCC, told KoS: “It’s an¬ 
other typical George Osborne budget, 
where he’s announced that he’s 
missed his targets. 

“How are we supposed to trust him 
when he said he’d eliminate the defi¬ 
cit by 2015, but here we are in 2016 
and there’s no sign of it? They are set 
to borrow more than any other gov¬ 
ernment and you wonder why be¬ 
cause of the cuts he has made, par¬ 
ticularly to local authorities. 

“Half a million people are losing 
disability benefits but big corpora¬ 
tions are getting tax breaks - it’s a 
budget that is terrible and a failure for 
the people of this country.” 

We take a look at some of the key 
issues impacting on the county. 


the tax on an essential business 
input.” Howard Cox, founder of 
Cranbrook-based pressure 
group FairFuelUK, said: “I’m 
delighted because we’ve been 
tirelessly campaigning and have 
received the support of 131 MPs 
since November, so our concerns 
have been heard.” 

However, Mr Cox bemoaned 
the lack of attention given to the 
Dartford Crossing, compared 
with the Severn bridge which saw 
tolls slashed by half. 

“He should have had some¬ 
thing in his budget to help tackle 
the issues there for sure,” he 
said. 

“They need to sort it out before 
considering this other Thames 
crossing - we want the local 
people to enjoy cleaner air and 
you have to wonder if Dartford 
has become forgotten.” 


KENT is set to pioneer the use of 
driverless technology after 
chancellor George Osborne 
announced a £15 million ‘connect¬ 
ed corridor’ running from London 
to Dover. 

Running along the A2 and M2, it 
will see a string of communication 
devices allowing vehicles to 
“communicate wirelessly with 
infrastructure and potentially other 
vehicles”. Quite exactly what that 
means remains to be seen, but the 
Department of Transport told KoS 
on Friday talks were already under 
way with partners Kent County 


ONE of the most controversial 
announcements was plans to turn 
every school in the country into 
an academy by 2020, thus giving 
councils like Medway and KCC 
no control over education in the 
county. 

Chancellor George Osborne 
told MPs: “We are going to 
complete the task of setting 
schools free from local education 
bureaucracy,” and, perhaps, 
unsurprisingly, KCC responded 
with concern. 

Cabinet member for education 
Roger Gough said: “It was not a 
big surprise because this has 
been flagged for some time but 
I still have a number of 
reservations. 

“I’m not hostile to academisa- 
tion -1 think it can be a solution, 
but it’s not the solution. 

‘ 'I think the evidence this is all 
based on is extremely poor, and I 
don’t like that this is a forced 
process - schools’ own wishes 



Council, Highways England and 
Transport for London to run initial 
feasibility tests. 

When we spoke to KCC, 
however, they said they were not 
aware of the scheme. 


will vary and quite rightly, and 
we have always favoured a 
mixed economy. 

“Finally, there are issues with 
accountability which need to be 
cleared up because we are not 
being removed entirely from the 
world of education.” 

Labour group leader Cllr 
Cowan added: “It’s an absolute 
disgrace. It’s going to fall flat 
on its face, and who is going to 
pick up the pieces when it 
does? 

“Much like when they did it 
with the promise of free school 
meals, the homework has not 
been 
done. 

“We have a duty of care and 
it’s being taken out of the local 
authority’s hands. I’m not sure 
what planet Nicky Morgan 
[education secretary] is on but it 
isn’t this one.” 

■ See inside for our Education in 
Kent pull-out guide. 


The DoT said the scheme should 
be fitted and running full tests by 
2017-18 and that it was a “great 
boost to Kent”. 

George Osborne said he would 
shortly look to change legislation to 
allow driverless cars on our roads. 

The technology will allow data 
on traffic jams or weather condi¬ 
tions to be relayed between 
driverless vehicles and thus 
allowing them to alter their driving 
according. The chancellor has 
previously stated he wants the UK 
to be world leaders in harnessing 
the technology. 


BUSINESS: BOOST 


THE budget was hailed by the 
Federation of Small Businesses 
in Kent, with many of its mem¬ 
bers being among the 600,000 
firms receiving ‘business rates 
relief’ as of next April - which 
translates to savings of nearly 
£6,000 a year. 

Mike Cherry, policy director 
at FSB, said: “He has listened to 
our calls for the tax system to be 
made simpler for small busi¬ 
nesses and the self-employed 
and taken important action on 
business rates. 

“The combined measures 
announced on business rates - 
the single biggest tax cut in the 
budget - will be viewed by our 
members as a welcome and 
important step on the road to 
fundamental reform. 

“Altogether, these measures 
should help to drive productivity 
and boost small business 
confidence levels, which have 
faltered recently.” 


FUEL: ‘MISSED A CHANCE 9 


EDUCATION: ACADEMY CONCERNS 
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Spring J 

Ceilidh Break 

This 7 day break staying 
at our Loch Awe Hotel 
includes a “Ceilidh Night” 
(Kay-lee), when you will 
enjoy typical Scottish 
entertainment with foot * 
tapping music. There 
will be an excursion 
everyday including Oban, 
The Sealife Centre, 

Fort William, Glencoe, 
Rannoch Moor, Dunoon, 
Tighnbruaich, Inveraray, a 
cruise on Loch Lomond, 
Crieff & a visit to a 
Whisky Distillery. 

> LOCHS 

ni - ai - 


W GLENS 

HOLIDAYS 


•6 Nights Half Board 
. Nightly 
entertainment 
• Excursions 


Margate, 

Birchington, 

Canterbury, 

Sittingbourne 


Holidays are fully bonded. 
School Road, Gartocharn, 
G83 8RW 


wwwLOCHS.COM 01389 713713 


Tragic tot’s 
family rue 
hospital role 


When images of little Fay Burdett were 
released by her parents showing the 
impact of meningitis it sparked a huge 
response which led to the Commons... 


she was critically ill. So we do obvi¬ 
ously have issues with diagnosing 
it.” 

He continued: “There is definitely 
a difficulty with diagnosing it, ei¬ 
ther that or they don’t want to jump 
to that but I would say that there is 
an issue there.” 

Mr Burdett said his daughter 
would still be alive if she had not 
been misdiagnosed. 

“It’s that seven hour gap where 
she was given no treatment - that’s 
when we lost Faye because the men¬ 
ingitis was allowed to progress too 
far,” he said. 

He said when they returned to 
hospital for the second time, the 
care they received was “incredible” 
but it was too late. 

He added: “They knew exactly 
what it was and started treating 


T HE parents of a Kent tod¬ 
dler whose death prompt¬ 
ed hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of people to back a 
campaign calling for 
greater provision of the meningitis 
B vaccine have said there are “is¬ 
sues” with diagnosing the disease. 

Neil and Jenny Burdett, whose 
two-year-old daughter Faye died on 
Valentine’s Day after an 11-day fight 
with the disease, said they were “not 
taken seriously” by a “dismissive” 
health worker. 

An image of the youngster, from 
Maidstone, covered in a rash and ly¬ 
ing in a hospital bed just before she 
died was shared by her family. 

The harrowing picture prompted 
a flood of support for a petition call¬ 
ing for the meningitis B vaccine to 
be given to all children. 

Faye’s father Neil Burdett told 
MPs that the family shared the pic¬ 
ture to try and prevent others from 
suffering the same fate. 

“That was just to raise awareness, 
if nothing else, to stop other 
families and other children from 
going through the two weeks we 


had just had,” he said. 

Giving evidence to MPs from the 
petitions committee and the health 
committee, Faye’s mother Jenny 
Burdett said she called the NHS 111 
number to give details of Faye’s 
symptoms and they sent a para¬ 
medic, who advised them to see 
their family doctor. The GP sent the 
toddler straight to hospital but she 
was initially diagnosed with a viral 
infection and sent home. 

Mrs Burdett said: “Our failing, we 
believe, is when we got to the hospi¬ 
tal. We were, I wouldn’t say pushed 
aside...” 

Mr Burdett continued: “Not taken 
seriously I think, and the GP was 
not taken seriously. 

Mrs Burdett added: “She was dis¬ 
missive.” 

Mr Burdett said he felt medics 
were too cautious in suggesting that 
a child may have meningitis. 

“No one wants to make that deci¬ 
sion,” he added. 

He told MPs: “We were there [at 
hospital] for two hours and dis¬ 
charged with a viral infection. Six 
hours later we were back there and 


DEBATE: Health committee spoke to the parents of tragic Faye Burdett, pictured below. 


7 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £289 


ISSUE: The issue of expense is preventing a vaccine roll-out 


straight away. If it had happened six 
hours earlier we would probably 
still have our little girl.” 

The Burdett’s originally took Faye 
to Maidstone Hospital before she 
was transferred to the specialist 
Evelina Children’s Hospital in 
London. 

Ex-England rugby captain Matt 
Dawson told MPs there needs to be 
more awareness of the condition. 

He joined the campaign following 
his two-year-old son Sam’s battle 
with meningitis W, which he sur¬ 
vived, in February this year. 

Also giving evidence to MPs was 
Lee Booth, who instigated the most- 
signed online petition in parliamen¬ 
tary history. 

Mr Booth, who started the peti¬ 
tion after one of his daughters was 
refused the vaccine on age grounds, 
told the committee: “What price 
do you put on a child’s life at the 
end of the day? We have got a 
vaccine out there, we should be 
using it.” 

More than 823,000 people signed 
the petition but the government re¬ 
jected calls for the meningitis B vac¬ 
cine to be given to all children, with 
officials saying the NHS budget is a 
“finite resource”. 

The Department of Health has 
said its priority is to vaccinate those 
children considered most at risk 
from meningitis B. 

It said it is following guidance 
from the joint committee on vacci¬ 
nation and immunisation, which 
advises the government on the cost- 
effectiveness of vaccinations. 

Speaking after the hearing, Mr 
Dawson added: “Cost effectiveness 
gets mentioned numerous times in 
the response from the Government 
so you know it’s high on their agen¬ 
da but what are the ramifications 
of these children that are maimed 
by this disease? The cost of that 
to the tax payers is absolutely 
enormous. 

“I would like to think that it would 
be slightly more cost effective to 
have the vaccine rather than treat it 
and having to go through the pain 
and emotion that these families 
have.” 


A vaccine to protect against men¬ 
ingitis B is available on the NHS for 
babies aged two months, followed 
by a second dose at four months and 
a booster at 12 months. 

The vaccine was introduced as 
part of the routine immunisation 
schedule last September. 

Parents who wish to have older 
children vaccinated must pay pri¬ 
vately, although a worldwide short¬ 
age of the vaccine Bexsero means 
stocks are very low. 

Manufacturer GlaxoSmithKline 
(GSK) hopes to have increased 
stocks in the UK by the summer. The 
NHS programme is unaffected. 


DEVASTATION: Faye’s decline 
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Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond | 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1 ,51 2 Inc VAT 

5 WINDOWS 

£1,890 i£3 AT 

WINDOWS ■ 

7 


...Kent’s 


Our Sale Now On! 

leading double glazing manufacturer 


.oo 

inc VAT 


inc VA' 

7 WINDOWS 

£2,6 6r«k 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

Cl .891 


WINDOWS 

Cl ,891 

WINDOWS 

£2,364 

WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


20°/o 

OFF All 

Conservatories . 
\ & Orangeries / 


f An extra 

£100 off 

on production 
V of this advert* _ 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaLite tiled 


Celebrating over 34 years of 

beautiful windows...Guaranteed 
presentative available 
upon request subject to status 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
5th 
April 


U 1004 £94 090 


/-y~\ Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

\t) Door Lock: BS3621 

upen o pays a ween - t °b^eni 2150 - 1 s: 

Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

01634 826 238 f www.supaglazing.eom ds 


1 per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE. ss 


Established 1981 


Over 58,000 customers! 


Limited 
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Service Care for your 
Sprinter, Vito & Citan 



Less Uncertainty, Cost and Hassle. 
More Flexibility, Service and Care. 


We know it’s important for you to be able to plan 
financially - and that unexpected servicing costs are 
something you’d rather do without. 

It’s a genuinely affordable option, with prices 
starting at just £19.20 inc VAT a month 
for three services. 

What’s included: 


Routine service labour costs 

■ 

Routine service parts 

■ 

Routine service lubricants 

■ 

Transferable to new owner when vehicle sold (if Plan paid for upfront) 

■ 

Emergency road side assistance 

A 

Recovery to nearest Mercedes-Benz authorised repairer 

A 

Fast track preferential authorisation and processing 

■ 

Monthly paid contract 

■ 

Prepaid contract 

■ 

Provision of replacement vehicle 

A 

Available on any vehicle age 

■ 


■ Standard cover 

A Available free, for the first three years from registration date. 

For any vehicles registered after 1 Oct 2012, cover is available for up to 30 years 
under MobiloVan UK and associated terms and conditions. 

Call us today and ask for Andy Clack 
or find out more by visiting our website... 

www.sparshatts.co.uk 
0844 396 1122 

Ashford Dartford Sittingbourne Tonbridge 
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PR gaffes which 
overshadow all 
the good work 

Chris Britcher reflects on a rollercoaster four 
years in office for Kent’s inaugural police and 
crime commissioner, Ann Barnes, and argues 
that while she was the best candidate for the 
job, public relations misjudgements made it 
impossible to imagine she’d be re-elected... 


T HE END of Ann Barnes’ era as the 
county’s first ever police and crime 
commissioner was not delivered by 
the ballot box, but it surely would 
have been. 

Instead, after refusing to be drawn on her 
intentions to stand again in May’s elections for 
months, she hid the announcement at the foot 
of an email newsletter published last Saturday 
afternoon, reflecting on her time in office. 

It was a bit like shouting ‘bye’ when you’re 
halfway through the door. 

But, come election time, not even the most 
optimistic of supporters would have bet the 
house on her winning a second term. Her 
reign in the post dogged by misjudgements in 
the world of public relations which would not 
only undermine all that she did, but should act 
as a reminder to us all as to why those in pow¬ 
er are so keen to keep their public personas so 
carefully stage managed. 

Because her reputation was damaged be¬ 
yond repair not through any policy or funding 
decision, but through a lack of thought and 
careful consideration of her actions; most sig¬ 
nificantly that of her public image. 

And, to a certain extent, you can sympa¬ 
thise with her. 

After all, the role was created to have a high 
profile and for the people of the county to know 
who she was, what her office stood for, and 
that she was accessible. 

She had to court publicity. The problem is 
she did so without any thought of the conse¬ 
quences any public relations advisor worth 
their salt should have been able to identify 
from the off. 

At the start of her reign she told one of our 
reporters how she would always be on the end 
of a phone when we needed comment. Ever 
since the debacle of the Channel 4 documenta¬ 
ry in 2014, she has laid so low her media profile 
was delivered only by carefully worded press 
releases and a notable refusal to be interviewed. 

For a publicly funded post, it, understanda¬ 
bly, saw what little sympathy for her that ex¬ 
isted among the Kent media, evaporate fast. 

We are, after all, here to hold such people to 
account. 


HER REPLACEMENT... 


CONFIRMED candidates for Kent PCC 
so far include: 

Conservative: Matthew Scott 
Labour: Tristan Osborne 
Ukip: Henry Bolton 
Lib Dem: Dave Naghi 

English Democrats: Steve Uncles 

North & West 


Her convincing victory in the inaugural 
election back in 2012 demonstrated she was 
felt to be a safe pair of hands - having previ¬ 
ously led the low-key Kent Police Authority - 
an office the commissioner replaced. 

But the poor turnout (a little over 16 per 
cent of those eligible to vote dragged them¬ 
selves out to place their cross in the relevant 
box) demonstrated that the public appetite 
was far from whetted for the role. 

It wasn’t just Kent where apathy won a 
landslide. Nationwide we collectively shrugged 
our shoulders and continued to debate as to 
what was the point of the new role. 

The role may have been cooked up by the 
Conservatives, but the right-wing press were 
desperate for blood. Especially for the strong 
woman standing on an independent ticket 
that romped to victory in the Garden of Eng¬ 
land. They waited, patiently, for this new era of 
publicly-funded figures to make a mistake so 
they could feed. And Ann Barnes not only 
served them up a feast, but never seemed to 
learn her lesson. 

The appointment of Paris Brown, a 17-year- 
old from Sheerness as the youth commissioner 
in 2013 was an error that pulled the rug from 
beneath Mrs Barnes and she would never find 
her feet again. 

The error was Mrs Barnes’ pursuit of public¬ 
ity for a role that was almost as pointless, in 
the eyes of many, as the PCC itself; a rather 
patronising nod towards the youth of the 
county, who feel a disconnect from the law en¬ 
forcement machine. 

She took Miss Brown, who she proclaimed 
as part of a solution to that very issue, into a 
world of a dazzling spotlight and on a quiet 
news day secured acres of publicity. But it last¬ 
ed a mere 48 hours. 

Because when the PR machine rolled up at 
the Mail on Sunday offices they walked 
straight into a trap so obvious, it seemed like 
whoever was advising Mrs Barnes should also 
be the first to be sacked. 

And made every other journalist kick them¬ 
selves for not having found it first. 

They had checked out the Twitter feed of Miss 
Brown and discovered tweets apparently mak¬ 
ing racist and homophobic comments, and re¬ 
lating to under-age drinking. Hiring a teenager 
for a high profile role? Surely, you would think, 
they’d check that her social media presence did 
not contain any nasty surprises. 

No sooner had she trumpeted her arrival, 
Mrs Barnes was sounding the death knell for 
Miss Brown’s career prospects in her office. 

More remarkably, she wheeled the poor girl 
out in front of the media to make a tearful 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 
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Exclusive tile collection 


4-day Coach Trip 
to Ilfracombe £122 

The jewel in the north Devon coastline with its stunning harbour and old 
world charm. Along the Quay the restaurants, cafes, tea gardens and pubs 
give it a vibrant ‘continental’ feel...Now you can have a wonderful 4-day 
coach break here for just £122... 

Full details... 

DAY 1: A leisurely drive down to Devon - arriving {• ~ 1 MW * 

at the hotel late afternoon with time to settle-in 
before dinner. 

DAY 2: After breakfast we have a trip to the pretty 
village of Appledore and then on to the historic 
market town of Barnstaple. 

DAY 3: Day out - across Exmoor National Park 
stopping at the twin villages of Lynton and Lynmouth. A unique water operated cliff railway 
dating back to 1890 joins the village of Lynton to its sister village of Lynmouth, 500ft below. 
The railway is a listed monument and is one of the area’s most popular tourist attractions. A 
return ticket is included so you can visit both pretty places and enjoy a fabulous view 
in-between. 

DAY 4: We leave for home after a last, hearty breakfast to 
see us on our way 

Palm Court Hotel Ilfracombe 

Ideally situated to explore Ilfracombe. The famous Tunnels 
Beaches are just 1 minute walk away and the Landmark 
Theatre and seafront are just a short 5 minute walk. This 
family run Hotel offers good food, regular evening 
entertainment and bright, well equipped ensuite guest rooms 

This trip departs on Friday 8th April £122 

Price includes: 3 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as 

shown. Single Supp £19 

FREE for you! Complimentary Devon Cream Tea included 

Call to book or book online: GBTOURS ^ 0151 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 

32 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 


Our coach departs: Maidstone, 
Sittingbourne, Chatham, Rochester, 
Gillingham, Gravesend - and then to 
Ilfracombe. No changing coaches, no 
endless pick-ups. Same coach, same 
driver throughout your holiday - 
always with GBTours. 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15 

apology. The failure to check social me¬ 
dia may have been unforgiveable. Ex¬ 
posing a 17-year-old to the ferocity of 
Fleet Street in attack mode is some¬ 
thing quite different. As a former teach¬ 
er, she should have known better. 

No sooner had that fuss died down, 
did trailers begin for a Channel 4 doc¬ 
umentary; Meet the Police Commis¬ 
sioner - a fly-on-the-wall show which 
followed Mrs Barnes. 

It rather neatly encapsulated her 
time in office. Half had to be viewed 
from behind hands covering the 
face... it was excruciating stuff. The 
‘onion’ police model she couldn’t ex¬ 
plain; her inability to explain her 
own role; taking her dogs into the of¬ 
fice to bound around during impor¬ 
tant meetings. It was painful to 
watch. 


The second half, however, saw her 
working hard to try and fight for 
funding for the county’s force; a bat¬ 
tle fought in the face of relentless cuts 
to public spending. 

The problem, of course, is that 
when someone asks about the show, 
or her time in office, you cannot help 
but mention the headline grabbing 
antics first rather than the worthy 
stuff. That’s human nature, for better 
or for worst. Just ask Tony Blair. 

And that’s without mentioning the 
second youth commissioner - hired 
only for a relationship with a married 
Tory councillor to emerge and cast a 
shadow she could never really step 
out of. 

But while her critics celebrate her 
decision to step down, it would be re¬ 
miss not to highlight the fact she did 
an awful lot of good. 

She was, after all, and regardless of 


your political allegiance, a worthy 
winner of that first election. She was 
the only candidate who was pretty 
much doing the job anyway. 

Heading the Kent Police Authority 
meant she had existing relationships 
and knew the force inside out. For a 
role with such responsibility, she was 
the best candidate for the job. 

What’s more, establishing the coun¬ 
ty’s first dedicated Sexual Assault Re¬ 
ferral Centre (SARC) is a legacy she 
should feel justly proud of. 

What’s more she hounded White¬ 
hall for additional funding across her 
term in office and took her role of de¬ 
veloping a strong link with the public 
seriously. Kent Police as an organisa¬ 
tion is well run, well governed and 
well respected. She had a role to play 
in ensuring that is the case. 

In person, she was down to earth, 
friendly and always appeared responsive. 


THE MESSAGE THAT REVEALED SHE WAS QUITTING 


ANN Barnes’ statement: 

“As election day approaches for 
the next PCCI have decided that I 
will not be a candidate. 

‘ ‘Fifteen years - including, since 
2012, service in this intense and 
all-consuming role - is probably long 
enough, and I am content that I have 
delivered what I said I would and Kent 
Police is in a very strong and 
sustainable position for the future. 

“To those putting themselves 
forward for election in May I give 
you this advice. Be prepared to 
work around the clock. This is not a 
part-time position. It is an all-con¬ 
suming role that requires and 
deserves that attention. 


“Listen to the public. They elect 
us into post, and ultimately they 
know best about what they want 
and the service they receive. 
Support the officers and staff 
delivering the service. They are 
incredible people doing an 
amazing job. When you have to 
challenge, remember that mistakes 
can happen and look at the 
intentions as well as the actions of 
those involved. Put the people of 
Kent first, not Westminster, not a 
political party, not yourself. 

‘ 'I have raised the profile of 
police and crime commissioners 
- not always in the way that I 
intended, it must be said. People 


need to know who they can come 
to when they have an issue about 
how policing is delivered, and I 
want to thank the tens of thousands 
of people who have written to me 
over the last four years and 
engaged in that debate about how 
we improve policing and address 
concerns. It is important to point 
out that they are not all complain¬ 
ing either. Many ordinary people 
across the county have felt the 
need to tell me in person and in 
writing what a great job our police 
officers and staff do in Kent. They 
are proud of them, rightly so, and I 
will never cease to be proud of 
them either.” 


Of course, while we may look 
back and collectively scoff at Ann 
Barnes’ time in office, it may well 
transpire that she was actually do¬ 
ing a better job than we gave her 
credit for. But she somehow man¬ 
aged to turn even those who sup¬ 
ported her and make them unable 
to mount a powerful enough case 
for her to stay. 

Finally, perhaps, she took some ad¬ 


vice and listened to it when she made 
the decision not to stand again. 

In the weeks leading up to the 
election in 2012, we sent reporters 
out on the street to ask the public if 
they recognised the candidates. 
Barely any did. For better or for 
worse, Ann Barnes became a well 
known personality. The only prob¬ 
lem is that it was primarily for nega¬ 
tive, as well as positive, things. 
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Foster Sole 

■ Now On! 


big savings 
on fires... 


Electric Fireplace Suite 

Stone effect with 2kw Fan Heater 


Ks 


Price £499 


Don't miss out! More offers in our showroom 

Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 

01634 813813 | sales@morrisandturner.co.uk | morrisandturner.co.uk 





















IPMP 


Indoor 
two lane 
bowling. 
Coming 
soon. 


Set within the heart of Kent’s beautiful unspoilt 
countryside, Pilgrim’s Retreat is the prefect setting 
for idyllic and relaxing lifestyle. 

We offer private residential and leisure homes, exclusively 
for the over 50’s. You can swim in our indoor heated 
swimming pool, or work out in our community gym. Meet 
up with friends in our clubhouse or coffee shop, even 
go for a relaxing stroll within the 30 acres of beautiful 
woodlands. The possibilities are endless. You can even 
bring your pets! After all they are part of the family. 


Convenience 
store 
Now open 




We offer Part Exchange 
No Solicitors Fees 
No Stamp Duty and 
No Estate Agents Fees 

Show homes open daily. 
No appointment required. 

‘A beautiful and tranquil 
place to live’ 



Pilgrims Retreat, Hogbarn Lane, Harrietsham, Kent ME17 1NZ 

we are 1 hr from central London, 30 mins from the M25 J3 and 10 mins from the M20. 

Tel: 01622 859648 www.pilgrimsretreat.com Email: info@pilgrimsretreat.com 
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Book online at woodville.co.uk or call 08442 439 480* 


supported by 

* 

11atten Wyatt 


EASTER 

FAMILY 

FILM 


KUNG FU PANDA 3 


95 mins - PG 

MARCH 

FRIDAY 25 11am 
SATURDAY 26 11am, 

2pm, 
5pm 
3pm 
11am, 
2pm, 
5pm 
11am, 
2pm 


SUNDAY 27 
MONDAY 28 


THURSDAY 31 


APRIL 

TUESDAYS 11am 
WEDNESDAY 6 11am 
2pm, 
5pm 

Note: Please check our website for up to minute screening times and dates. 

This schedule is subject to change. 


ADMISSION Adults £6 I Concessions £5.50 I Under 12s £3 I 11 am Club £4 I 


I Family Theatre & Film 

Sponsored by McDonalds Gravesend 


Children must be accompanied 
by an adult for the workshops 


www.woodville.co.uk 


Box Office 08442 439 480 

Woodville Place, Gravesend, Kent, DAI 2 1DD 


FREE £ 

EVENING t 

da d v i m c* like us on 

PARKING Facebook 

FROM 6pm /WoodvilleGravesend 


icon designed by Flaticon 


WEDNESDAY 6 APRIL FREE 

11-1pm 

EASTER HOLIDAY 
CRAFT MAKING 
WORKSHOP 

Create and make at this 
craft workshops for all the 
family. 


THE WEIGHT IS OVER 


w.Easter fun at the Woodville... 


Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company's access charge. 

All prices include £1 Booking Fee and a £2.50 Transaction Fee applies to phone and web bookings. 


Tickets 

ALL 

£16 




ANT PAYNE: 


AMANDA S 


MONDAY 4 APRIL 


10am - 12.30pm and 
1.30pm-4pm 
ANIMATED 
FILM-MAKING 
WORKSHOP 
Fantastic workshop for 
7-11 year-olds at The 
Woodville. Cost £5 


FRIDAY 

1 April 


4 and 6 April 


HALF TERM 
WORKSHOPS 


Easter 

Pantomime 


2.30pm 

THE AUDITORIUM 


A laugh-a-minute 

Rock & Roll 
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Countdown 11EU Referendum -Hffe$23 



TOUGH : The uncertainty surrounding the way we will vote is unlikely to settle troubled markets. Dr Filippaios, right, talks us through the key issues. 

EU referendum: What is impact 
on business to remain or leave? 

In the latest of our series of independent reviews on key issues determining how we may vote in 
June’s European Union referendum, Dr Fragkiskos Filippaios, reader in international business at the 
University of Kent’s Kent Business School, looks at the sometimes complex world of business... 


O N the 24th of June, Euro¬ 
pean Union might be 
faced with an unprece¬ 
dented challenge. For the 
first time in the history of 
the Union a member state, following a 
referendum, might decide to exit. 

So far the history of the Union since 
its inception, back in the 1950s, has 
focused on enlarging primarily to¬ 
wards the east. 

Despite the significant economic 
benefits of this enlargement it is also 
undisputable that this rapid growth 
made reaching consensus on impor¬ 
tant topics a very difficult, if not im¬ 
possible task, with the recent immi¬ 
gration crisis clearly highlighting the 
deficiencies of the Union and its ina¬ 
bility to come up with a commonly 
agreed plan of action that would 
service the interests of all 28 member 
states. 

What would be the implications for 
British businesses should the outcome 
of the referendum be one that points 
towards the exit? A number of factors 
might determine the final outcome. 

It is crucial to clarify, first of all, 
that the impact of an exit might be 
significantly different for large corpo¬ 
rates and small and medium enter¬ 
prises (SMEs). 

The factors that will determine the 
outcome can be summarised in the 
following: Trade, foreign direct in¬ 
vestment, employment and access to 
talent, business regulations and ri¬ 
gidity and uncertainty in the overall 
economic environment. 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


TRADE 

Currently, according to data from 
Eurostat, the UK exports approxi¬ 
mately 48 per cent of its total exports 
to other European Union countries. 

The EU is, therefore, a key market 
for UK businesses. 

At the same time, the UK imports 
approximately 53 per cent of its total 
imports from EU countries. This is 
equivalent to almost six per cent of 
total exports for the remaining 27 
members of the union. 

It can, therefore, be inferred the UK 
is also an important market for the 
remaining EU countries. 

A decision to exit the EU will create 
significant uncertainty to the trade 
status of UK with regards to the EU 
and could possibly mean less favour¬ 
able trade conditions for a lot of UK 
businesses. On the positive side, the 
UK will become an independent ne¬ 
gotiator and could have its own trade 
agreements with key emerging mar¬ 
kets such as China and India. 

The overall outcome will depend 
on the ability of the UK governments 
in the next few years to negotiate a 
positive trade status with the EU and 
the key emerging markets. 
FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT 
(EDI) 

Companies coming from EU coun¬ 
tries have been significant investors 
to the UK markets. 

This trend will not change irre¬ 
spective of the outcome, given that 
the motivations of those companies 
are to take advantage of the UK mar¬ 


ket size, the well-developed infra¬ 
structure and the highly educated 
and skilled labour force. 

Key investors to the UK, outside the 
EU, include the US, Japan, India, Can¬ 
ada, Australia, China and the UAE. 

According to data from FDIMarkets. 
com (a database provided by Financial 
Times that monitors investments 
around the world) the key motive of 
these international investors is prox¬ 
imity to regional and global markets 
(with 35 per cent of investors identify¬ 
ing this as a key motive). 

A lot of companies from the above 
mentioned locations currently see the 
UK as an entry point to the continen¬ 
tal Europe that provides geographic 
proximity complemented by well-de¬ 
veloped infrastructure and a strong 
institutional framework. This motive 
will become significantly weaker 
should the UK decides to exit the un¬ 
ion and might lead not only to small¬ 
er amounts of FDI but also to some 
existing investments leaving the UK 
for other EU markets. 

On the other hand, the second most 
important motive (with 29 per cent of 
investors) is the domestic market 
growth. This indicates that clearly 
the impact on FDI might not be as 
substantial as one would imagine. 
EMPLOYMENT AND ACCESS TO 
TALENT 

The arguments here are closely re¬ 
lated with immigration and emigra¬ 
tion flows. 

According to Eurostat, in 2014, 
there were just over 500,000 EU im- 

North&West 


migrants in the UK and approximate¬ 
ly 315,000 UK emigrants abroad. Al¬ 
though this clearly shows that the 
flows are not balanced, it is important 
to look closely at the demographics. 
The vast majority of immigrants, 
close to 50 per cent are in the in the 
20-34 age range, with high level 
qualifications. 

These are usually highly educated 
professionals that are attracted by the 
low level of UK unemployment and 
providing significant talent to UK 
businesses. 

An exit decision will create uncer¬ 
tainty over the status of these indi¬ 
viduals as residents and might stop 
the inflow of highly-trained human 
capital to the UK economy. On the 
emigration side, the demographics 
are much more mixed. Both the age 
and education spread of those leaving 
the UK to live in another EU country 
are almost equally spread between 
young active and more mature non¬ 
active parts of the population, whilst 
there is no clear pattern regarding 
their education level. A decision to 
exit the union will give UK more con¬ 
trol over its immigration policy but 
might also create a lack of talent with 
detrimental effects for UK businesses. 
BUSINESS REGULATIONS AND 
RIGIDITY 

The EU has significant influence on 
business regulations. These business 
regulations are often complex and 
rigid and, therefore, create signifi¬ 
cant problems primarily for SMEs. 

It is estimated by the government’s 


impact assessment that the possible 
cost of these regulations is more than 
£27 billion every year. 

Getting out of the EU will allow UK 
administration to have stronger con¬ 
trol over these regulations and, per¬ 
haps, facilitate business by removing 
obstacles. On the other hand, this is¬ 
sue of overregulating has already 
been identified by the union and a 
number of working groups have al¬ 
ready been established to come up 
with possible ways of addressing it. 

It is worth highlighting that UK 
companies that still wish to do busi¬ 
ness in EU, either through trade or 
investment, will have to comply with 
EU regulations anyway and thus the 
only impact of exiting the Union will 
be on domestic operations. 
UNCERTAINTY IN THE OVER¬ 
ALL ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT 

It is evident from the all the above 
that the impact on businesses will de¬ 
pend substantially on the ability of 
current and future UK governments 
to renegotiate UK’s relationship with 
the EU and independently negotiate 
trade and investment agreements 
with other key economies around the 
world. This process could take more 
than a couple of years and in the 
meantime uncertainty on the day af¬ 
ter the referendum will definitely 
have a negative impact on businesses. 
What do you think? Should we 
stay or leave the EU? Share your 
views and join the debate. Email 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk and 
see our letters’ page. 
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Delayed benefits of our 
permanent link to France 


*© «H <5 


TUNNEL SOI 
LA MANCHE 


Thirty years since an historic deal signed in Canterbury one academic 
says only now is Kent finally reaping the rewards of the Channel Tunnel 


LtiP bs a 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


I T HAS taken 30 years since the 
agreement was first signed to 
build the Channel Tunnel for its 
impact in Kent to be properly 
felt, a leading academic says. 
And that’s only thanks to High 
Speed One (HS1) and its super-fast 
service to London. 

A major conference took place on 
Wednesday to assess the impact of the 
link entitled Twenty Years Under the 
Channel and Beyond: Accessible Re¬ 
gions, Growing Regions?. 

Hosted at Canterbury Cathedral’s 
Lodge Hotel, it marked the 30th anni¬ 
versary of the signing of the intergov¬ 
ernmental treaty of Canterbury 
which inaugurated the tunnel 
project, will brought together aca¬ 
demic experts, local authority officers 
and those connected with the project 
from both sides of the English 
Channel. 

Organised by French association 
Rails et Histoire, it forms part of two 


events - the other taking place in Par¬ 
is next month. 

After the deal was signed in 1986, 
the tunnel opened for business in May 
1994. 

Key note speaker was European 
transport economics expert Professor 
Roger Vickerman, of the University of 
Kent. 

He said: “The focus here is on Kent 
where the claim is that there was no 
impact until HS1 was completed. 

“It is almost impossible to make any 
claim for the UK as a whole as the im¬ 
pact is so widespread across the coun¬ 
try. But again it is more the entire net¬ 
work that is important rather than 
the tunnel itself. 

“Controversy still exists over 
whether transport infrastructure is a 
condition for economic growth and 
development.” 

It examined a variety of aspects of 
the tunnel’s operation 22 years after it 
opened and focused on the wider issue 
of the impact of the possible expan¬ 
sion of the high speed network into 
other areas of the UK. 

The professor said: “The main con¬ 


clusions to draw from this analysis 
are mixed. The Channel Tunnel, by 
itself, has not had a major impact on 
the Kent economy in either direction. 
However, the improvements in con¬ 
nectivity to London, and indeed much 
of the rest of England, resulting from 
HS1 have begun to have a positive im¬ 
pact on economic performance espe¬ 
cially in Ashford and Dartford [where 
the Ashford International and Ebbs- 
fleet International stations are based] 
but also in Canterbury.” 

The academic points out one com¬ 
plements the other, and added: “HS1 
only exists because of the interna¬ 
tional links via the Channel Tunnel, 
although the regional services were 
the justification for Government aid 
to the project. 

“The improved access to the conti¬ 
nent, and by rail to London and be¬ 
yond, is mitigated by continuing 
problems of road access to the rest of 
the UK with congestion at the Dart- 
ford Crossing and on the M25. Moreo¬ 
ver the costs to the Kent economy of 
disruption to cross-Channel services 
leading to Operation Stack are a fur¬ 


Terminal Tourismi 



ther negative. Some of the gains have 
been tempered by the loss of the ma¬ 
jor pharmaceutical research opera¬ 
tion at Sandwich, although there are 
signs that the enterprise zone created 
on this site is beginning to show posi¬ 
tive results.” 


He added: “The lack of a coherent set 
of accompanying policies in the UK 
could limit the impact in comparison 
with the situation in France. 

“Parallel studies in France to mark 
the 10th anniversary of the tunnel 
showed not all the plans had been real- 
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chrysaliscare 

transforming lives 


COULD YOU FOSTER? 


W( ran provide you with ,i greaI 
opportunity to help transform 
children's lives 

* You dorvE have tp be marred 

* Yqp dpn'E need tD be employed 

* You don J ( n«d a big house 

* You do need a spare room 
and space In your life \q help 
a vulnerable child to achieve 


We ere also (poking for specialist ferster carers whp can provide a home (a 
teenagers, a parent and child,, children with disabilities and carers who 
are interested in remand fostering. 

3f you are considering, becoming a foster carer, or would like to find out more 

about us, please call: 0208 298 2800 
dr visit our website: www.chrysalfscarelostertng.org 
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As a Chrysalis Cart fester carer 
you will receive: 

* 24-hour prefeHp&nal support 

* Excellent remuneration 

* Job sahtf action 

* Comprehensive training 
■ Attevs to a range of 

children's services 
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GIFT VOUCHERS 


THE PERFECT GIFT 
FOR EVERY 
OCCASION 


BOOK ONLINE: ORCHAFOTHE ATFE-COLtA 
TICKET OFF TCI. 01212 220000 


DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 


20 Week ending March 20,2016 


North & West 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 





































‘WORLD WONDER 9 OFF OUR SHORE 



ised, but that the focus on Lille [which 
also has an international terminal] 
had led to economic benefits there at 
the expense of other parts of the Nord- 
Pas de Calais region, especially the 
coastal areas around Calais.” 

That is also happening in the UK, 


he said, adding: “The relative per¬ 
formance of Dartford suggests that it 
is easier to create economic benefits at 
a location that offers a multimodal 
crossroads, especially where, as in the 
case of Dartford, there are additional 
benefits to be derived from the Thames 


Gateway project including a supply of 
brownfield land for redevelopment. 
Coastal locations do not typically offer 
this degree of multi-directional 
accessibility.” 

The emergence of Bluewater and 
particularly the new town at Ebbsfleet 


DEEP under the English Channel, 
the Channel Tunnel links Kent to 
France using tunnels that are just 
over 13 miles long. 

It took 13,000 workers with 11 
boring machines to complete the 
work which started in 1988 and was 
operational in 1994. One of the 
machines was sold on eBay for 
£40,000 in 2004. 

The tunnel is now regarded as a 
world wonder. 

Kent grew by 90 acres when the 
spoil was moved to create Samphire 
Hoe - an area just on the outskirts 
of Dover - that’s enough earth to 
fill Wembley Stadium 13 times 
over. 

And it’s proved a huge success 


can be linked to the arrival of the 
Channel Tunnel and HS1, he said. 

The professor said: “The latter is as¬ 
sisted by the connectivity provided by 
the international station on HS1, but 
the housing development did not re¬ 
quire this, the transport development 
simply helped unlock the potential of 
the site. 

“Ashford poses another set of prob¬ 
lems. It was clearly recognised in all 
the early studies as the main potential 
gainer from the tunnel. 

“A major railway junction it has 
connections in many directions not 
found in most other Kent locations. 
The provision of the international sta¬ 
tion was a major concession to Kent 
during the negotiations over compen¬ 
sation for the adverse impact of con¬ 
struction and to ensure that Kent was 
not effectively by-passed. 


- although a consequence has been 
significant damage to the once 
booming cross-Channel ferry 
industry. 

Park all the vehicles that have 
gone through the tunnel since its 
opening, and the queue would reach 
the Moon. The people inside them is 
four times the UK population. 

And don’t forget the million plus 
pets that have gone through the 
tunnels. 

They would have had some 
company if the 1802 idea for a 
tunnel using horse-drawn carriages 
had got off the ground. 

As it is, shuttle trains are now 
regulars and are somewhat bigger 
at three quarters of a kilometre long. 


“This was reinforced by the final 
route of HS1 through the centre of the 
town and serving the international 
station, albeit with a greater time 
penalty to stopping trains than in¬ 
curred at Ebbsfleet and a resulting 
lower frequency of trains. The main 
failure was to ensure this develop¬ 
ment was more effectively integrated 
into the urban fabric of the town, as in 
for example Lyon or Lille.” 

■ What do you think? Has the 
Channel Tunnel and HS1 had 
a major impact on the county? 
Was all the disruption caused 
by its construction worth it in 
the end? Share your views and 
join the debate. Email us at 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk or 
write to: The Editor, KoS, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford 
TN23 IPR 
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Plus FREE fast flow turbo waste 
worth £30 
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Take away today! 


Don't miss out! More offers in our showroom 

Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 0AD 
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‘We cannot take any more roads’ 

Kent County Council’s Green Party councillor Martin Whybrow, (pictured) writes for KoS and asks just how much infrastructure is 
Kent willing and able to accept, and says the proposed Lower Thames Crossing in Gravesham reflects a failure in strategic thinking 



FUTURE: Computer impression of how the crossing will look 


W HEN is Kent County 
Council going to 
say, ‘enough is 
enough’? When is 
the local authority 
going to stop kowtowing to High¬ 
ways England, as it is doing with both 
the proposed Stanford lorry park and 
Lower Thames Crossing? 

There are two strategic questions 
that never seem to be raised, let alone 
answered: 

■ First, how much infrastructure is 
Kent willing and able to accept? 

■ Second, what is it doing to the qual¬ 
ity of life in the county? 

How many KCC strategies empha¬ 
sise the ‘health, well-being and hap¬ 
piness of residents’? Where do those 
sentiments fit with road schemes 
such as this? 

Official predictions are for an in¬ 



crease in Kent of heavy goods vehicle 
(HGV) volumes of 43 per cent and 
light goods vehicle (LGV) volumes of 
88 per cent by 2035. Does anyone 
truly believe that is sustainable? 

The situation will only worsen at 
Dartford if there is that sort of in¬ 
crease, while another part of the 
country would be similarly lumbered 
with all of the associated environ¬ 
mental and human costs if another 
crossing was added. Meanwhile, of 
course, all of that increase also im¬ 
pacts much of the rest of the country’s 
roads, so no part of Kent is immune. 

KCC should focus on removing 
HGVs and LGVs from Kent’s roads and 
reducing traffic volumes as a whole. 

It should not be agreeing to the de¬ 
struction of ever more Kent country¬ 
side and the blighting of ever more 
Kent lives (and, let’s not forget, Essex 
countryside and lives, in this 
instance). 

It should not accept the loss of more 
ancient woodland, another intrusion 
on the Kent Downs Area of Outstand¬ 
ing Natural Beauty and further de¬ 
grading of the Thames Estuary 
marshes. 

It should not lay down more con¬ 
crete and tarmac. A strategy that 
says, ‘bring it on, let’s have more traf¬ 
fic’, is a dereliction of KCC’s duty. 

KCC’s own proposed response to 
the Lower Thames Crossing consulta¬ 


tion states that it will have “a very 
large adverse effect on biodiversity” 
and ”a moderate to large adverse ef¬ 
fect on noise pollution”. It will also 
have a large adverse effect on noise 
pollution and I don’t believe for a mo¬ 
ment that it won’t have a large ad¬ 
verse effect on air quality. 

Is KCC’s Kent environmental strate¬ 
gy worth the recycled paper it’s writ¬ 
ten on? And are all of those other strat¬ 
egies that talk about promoting health 
and wellbeing just empty words? 

We should seek to head off the 
problem at source. KCC should step 
up and take the lead by looking stra¬ 
tegically at this massive challenge for 
our county and for the country. It 
should: 


1. Pull its finger out and finally pro¬ 
duce a Kent rail freight action plan, 
something it promised to do several 
years ago but seemingly just couldn’t 
be bothered with. There is the rail ca¬ 
pacity but far too much bureaucracy 
and far too little will. 

2. Have a real focus on how to use 
ports other than Dover, so that freight 
stays off the roads until it is as close as 
possible to its final destination. It is no 
good waving the white flag and say¬ 
ing this isn’t commercially viable for 
freight operators - how can they be 
incentivised to change their ways of 
working? 

3. Look at how we can encourage 
local economies, create jobs, build re¬ 
silience and reduce demand instead 


of importing more and more. Amidst 
the challenges, there is also 
opportunity. 

One other issue related to the Low¬ 
er Thames Crossing is to do with de¬ 
mocracy and local decision-making. 
Highways England is a law unto it¬ 
self, with far too few checks and 
counters. 

I have responded to its consultation 
and, as with the lorry park one, it is 
clearly flawed. Highways England 
lobbies from the start for the answer 
that it wants. 

The consultation PDF is a PR docu¬ 
ment and the ‘fact sheets’ are nothing 
of the sort. 

It is easy to criticise alternative 
voices as wishful thinking or ‘Nimby- 
ism’ but surely the belief that we can 
just carry on doing the same thing, 
pursuing never ending growth on a 
planet with finite resources, is the 
true madness. 

Too often, KCC’s response to this 
county’s major challenges is short¬ 
term, more of the same type-fixes, 
which truly is a road to ruin. 

What do you think? Do you 
share the councillor’s views or 
oppose them? Join the debate - 
email us at editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk or write to: The Editor, KoS, 
Kent House, 81 Station Road, 
Ashford, TN23 1PP. We’ll feature 
the best on our letters’ page. 
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Mast plans spell 
double trouble 


Campaigners demand to know why twin 1,000ft 
towers need to be built within mile of each other 


By Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


A ROW is brewing 
over plans to 
build two huge 
new communi¬ 
cation masts less 
than a mile apart. 

Two separate US firms are 
going through the planning 
process for 1,000ft masts 
in Richborough, near 
Sandwich. 

But a campaign group is 
demanding to know why the 
projects - which both want to 
relay financial data to and from 
the continent - cannot be com¬ 
bined into just one mast. 

One of the applicants says it 
is happy to co-operate with 
the rival mas, but the other is 
refusing to enter into discus¬ 
sions. 

And when Kent on Sunday 
contacted it this week, it 
dodged the question. 

Both masts will rival Lon¬ 
don’s The Shard in height and 
be situated close to the site of 
the former cooling towers at 
Richborough power station - 
demolished four years ago. 

It is thought while the 
masts will be significant in 
size, the benefits for local 
communities will come from 
other communication firms - 
such as the big mobile phone 
providers - buying space on 
the mast to boost their signals 
in the local area. 

Canadian communications 
company Vigilant Global UK 
has already lodged a plan¬ 
ning application with Dover 
District Council for a 1,049ft 
mast on the former power sta¬ 
tion site. Vigilant Global is 
owned by Chicago trading 
firm DRW. 

Now infrastructure com¬ 
pany New Lines Networks 
(NLN) has started a series of 
public exhibitions ahead of its 
application for a mast of simi¬ 
lar size just a mile away at 
Kings End Farm. 

It insists it has approached 
Vigilant Global about joining 
forces for just one tower but, 
so far, “they haven’t shown 
interest in developing a part¬ 
nership”. 

But CPRE Kent - the local 
branch of the Campaign to 
Protect Rural England - says 
the double plans are 
madness. 

A spokesperson said: 
“We’re appalled at the pros¬ 
pect of a rash of super masts 
polluting the ancient land¬ 
scape of east Kent. 

“Richborough Fort is where 




HUGE: Stretching 1,000ft up 
into the sky, the two masts 
could be within a mile of 
each other at Richborough 

the Romans landed, is Grade 
I-listed and a scheduled 
monument. 

“The ‘convenience’ of line 
of sight to Europe is being 
promoted without considera¬ 
tion for the communities, 
landscape and heritage that is 
being damaged. 

“The question is; why can’t 
they just share one mast?” 

Chief executive at NLN, 
Sean McNamara, told KoS: 
“We remain ready and will¬ 
ing to work with any compet¬ 
itor to establish a fair and 
equal single mast solution. 

“We believe that a single 
mast will minimise commu¬ 
nity impact and provide the 
community attractive 

benefits. 

“We have expressed our in¬ 
terest to Vigilant in working 
together to share a single 
mast on truly fair and equal 
terms, but to date they 
haven’t shown interest in de¬ 
veloping a partnership on 
such terms.” 


It claims the mast will be 
“imperceptible” from 5km 
away. 

But when KoS asked Vigi¬ 
lant Global about teaming up, 
it dodged the question, in¬ 
stead sending us a statement 
which said: “The planning 
application was submitted in 
January and we have been 
working with officers to pro¬ 
vide the technical informa¬ 
tion required to determine 
the application. 

“The mast has been de¬ 
signed from the outset to be 
available to a wide range of 
users, including mobile phone 
operators, TV and digital ra¬ 
dio service providers, the 
emergency services and other 
financial networks. 

“We have already commit¬ 
ted to accommodate VFast (a 
wireless broadband compa¬ 
ny) and Dover Community 
Radio and are actively engag¬ 
ing with leading mobile 
phone operators. 

“We are also working with 
local stakeholders to deliver a 
comprehensive community 
benefits programme. 

“Vigilant Global has a very 
strong track record of work¬ 
ing closely with the commu¬ 
nities in which we operate, 
and of involving local stake¬ 
holders in shaping what those 
benefits are.” 

So why Richborough? 

NLN’s Sean McNamara ex¬ 
plained: “The east Kent coast 
is one of the few parts of the 
UK that is close enough to the 
European mainland to pro¬ 
vide the type of links we are 
seeking to establish.” 

NLN is currently hosting a 
range of exhibitions in the 
area, with the next set for 
Wednesday at Minster Village 
Hall. 

If all goes to plan, NLN is 
expected to hand in a full ap¬ 
plication request to Dover 
District Council in the spring, 
with construction set to start 
later this year if permitted. 

■ What do you think? Share 
your views and join the de¬ 
bate. Email editorial@kos- 
media.co.uk. 
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Fences need replacing? 


Expert Advice & Great Service 
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Let us help you create your 
own unique garden 

with our huge choice of 
Fence Panels Gates 
Trellis & Lattice 
Post & Rail ■ Sleepers 
Timber & Stakes Decking 
Wire & Concrete 
Arches & Arbors 


Huge Choice - Large Stock 


rices 


Treat your garden to a 
Summer Makeover 


EUROPE'S LEADING 
WINDOW BRAND. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF ARCHITECTURE 


You can visit our showroom at: 

Black Robins Farm 
Grants Lane, Edenbridge, 
KENT, TN8 6QP 
TEL: 01732 867043 
Mob: 07917432889 

www.atecowindowsanddoors.co.uk 
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Discover 
the fabulous 
Foxhunter Park 


' /< 
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FREE SITE FEES 
FOR 2016** 


Brand New 5-Star Luxury 
Lodges from £99,000 
with 12 months use. 


G Family owned & 

independently run award¬ 
winning holiday park 


G Exquisite new & pre-owned 
caravans for sale from 
£19,995 


G Outstanding facilities with 
world-class entertainment 
for the whole family 


G Fantastically located just 
1 hour from London on the 
beautiful Kent coast 


The Foxhunter Park 

www. th e f o xhunte r p ark. co.uk 


Come & visit us we re open 7 days a week or for more information call 

H£| 08081181914 


’Example is based on sale price of £29.995 with £5,000 deposit. Payments based over 120 months at 7.9% APR. Total amount repayable: £35,803.20. Finance is subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. ’’Free site fees on all purchases before 31st March 2016, cannot be used in conjunction with other offers. 
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Rise of the 
academies; 
but do they 
work? 



Are your 
schools over 
or under 
subscribed? 



Teachers hit 
back over 
extremism 
J spy r role 




County chiefs hit back 
as Ofsted chief blames 
leaders for exodus 


By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


POOR leadership in schools has been 
highlighted as one of the key reasons 
bright young teachers are turning 
their back on the profession. 

The head of Ofsted, Sir Michael 
Wilshaw, made the claims last week, 
saying that teachers needed to tough¬ 
en up to ensure they were not failing 
our children. 

He said England’s schools needed 
more “battlers, bruisers and battle- 
axes” to raise standards, rather than 
appeasers who are prepared to put up 
with mediocrity. 

But his comments have been criticised 
by the Kent voice of one major teachers’ 
union as “simplistic nonsense”. 

However, one of the county’s lead¬ 
ing teacher training providers says 


poor leadership is an issue which is in 
need of addressing. 

Sir Michael said that in many sec¬ 
ondary schools, inspectors still see 
scruffy pupils, sloppy worksheets in¬ 
stead of textbooks and low level dis¬ 
ruption. 

He argued that if England wants to 
do as well as other nations, every sec¬ 
ondary school needs to have a good 
atmosphere of scholarship. 

Speaking in a panel debate at a Sut¬ 
ton Trust conference in London, the 
Ofsted boss said that if secondary 
schools are to improve, then it is impor¬ 
tant that good teachers stay in the 
classroom and see teaching as a career. 

He said: “I’ve spoken to Teach First 
graduates on many occasions and 
one of the depressing things I hear 
from them is that they leave univer¬ 
sity, do their training, go into schools 


full of vim and vigour and enthusi¬ 
asm wanting to do well by children in 
disadvantaged communities and are 
put off by the poor culture in the 
schools that they’re going into, by 
poor behaviour. 

“And what they see - because they 
are bright young things, and very 
perceptive people - is just poor leader¬ 
ship. Unless we get leadership right 
then we will still continue to have 
problems. 

“Our problems in the main, reside 
in the secondary sector, where re¬ 
cruitment and retention is most diffi¬ 
cult. Secondary schools are not very 
good, in my view. If we’re going to 
match the best jurisdictions then 
we’ve got to improve our secondary 
school performance, and we won’t get 

Continued on page 27 



Delight as study centre chief 
lands top education award 


KATHRYN Liggett (pictured, left, 
receiving her award from Julie 
Askew of Bromley College) has 
scooped the education award at 
the Kent Women in Business 
Awards 2016. 

Ms Liggett took over the Kumon 
Canterbury Study Centre last July, 
offering maths and English 
programmes to children of all 
ages and abilities. 

A panel of judges reviewed all 
nominations and announced the 


winners at a gala dinner this 
month at the Mercure Maidstone 
Great Danes Hotel. 

Ms Liggett said:' ‘The judges 
were impressed by how quickly I 
had made an impact on students’ 
learning since July. They comment¬ 
ed that they admired my approach 
to inclusivity in that I individualised 
the work for each student and work 
hard to make sure every child 
meets their full potential.’ ’ 

Picture: Schumann Photography 


BROMLEY TECHNICAL ACADEMY 

Inspiring and innovative education for Year 10 and 11 students 


Based at Bromley College, Bromley Technical Academy is a high performing school, providing students with; 



• A varied curriculum with a wide range of vocational 
qualifications including Child Care, Engineering, 
Hospitality, Hair St Beauty, Motor Vehicle and Sports 
Science that can be studied alongside core GCSE* 


• Small class sizes 
•Specialist teachers 
•Industry-standard facilities 
-Excellent support and pastoral care 


• A rigorous admissions policy 
■ <3 re at employer links and work experience 
opportunities 


In Year 9 or 10 and want to find out more? Visit our Open Day on Saturday 
Book your place today at www bromley.ac.uk ^0 f 


BROMLEYCOLLEGE 

OF FURTHER & HIGHER EDUCATION 
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Our workbooks and testbooks are 
perfect preparation for the 11+exam 


English 

Comprehension 


1 


Maths 


Numerical Reasoning 


WORKBOOK 

Non-verbalj 
Reasoning ^ 


Maths 


1 


Three-dimensional Techniqt 







*— 



AE Publications workbooks and testbooks form part of a 
balanced extra-curricular programme that may be easily 
implemented by you and your child at home. 

All our books are classroom tested throughout the academic 
year, to ensure that they meet our high standards of excellence 





Order online now: 


aepublications.co.uk 
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Education for Kent 


All change at 
two of the 
county's major 
secondaries 

Chatham Grammar School for Boys is all 
set to admit girls in 2017 amid concerns 
over allocations, while the Community 
College Whitstable is hoping a move to 
an academy will reverse its fortunes... 


< 



SWITCH: Community College Whitstable is to become part of the Swale 
Academies Trust in a bid to drive up standards 


T HE changing face of the 
county’s major schools 
continues with one boys’ 
grammar on the verge of 
changing its name and ad¬ 
mitting girls, while another is set to 
be consumed within one of the coun¬ 
ty’s major academy groups. 

In Medway, Chatham Grammar 
School for Boys - one of the county’s 
top performing grammar schools - is 
set to admit girls for the first time in 
September 2017. 

While on the north Kent coast, the 
under-performing Community Col¬ 
lege Whitstable is to become part of 
the Swale Academies Trust after a 
turbulent few years, which have seen 
the long-time head teacher shown 
the door after exam results tumbled. 

Both major moves are still subject to 
final approval, but both seem inevitable. 

For Chatham, it will mean the 
school - part of the Thinking Schools 
Academy Trust - morphs into the 
Holcombe Grammar School when the 
2017 academic year begins. 


With the governing body disbanded 
in December - all decisions are now 
being taken by the board of directors 
- and the consultation into the chang¬ 
es concluding in January, there are 
concerns over the squeeze it will put 
on grammar school places for boys. 

A view echoed by local MP Tracey 
Crouch and Medway Council itself. 

Education consultant Peter Read 
explains: “The simple reality is that 
this is yet another example of acade¬ 
mies now being in a position to make 
controversial decisions in their own 
interest, with no accountability to 
the local community, or considera¬ 
tion of the effects on the education of 
all local school children.” 

But the school insists the concerns 
are unfounded. It said: “Firstly, by 
providing additional places we can 
demonstrate that there are sufficient 
places available within the council’s 
own figures to meet the need for se¬ 
lective places for boys. 

“Secondly, we are concerned that 
the council’s figures are inaccurate in 


that they consistently over estimate 
the need for grammar school places 
and consistently under estimate the 
excess capacity within the system. 

“The local community consistently 
chooses one of the single sex boys 
schools over the other. The 2016-17 
initial preferences showed that de¬ 
spite a good Ofsted report in 2014 and 
excellent GCSE results in summer 
2015, four out of five preferences by 
those boys deemed selective was to 
attend the other single sex boys 
school. Therefore, the vast majority of 
parents have already expressed the 
choice year after year that they do not 
want single sex education at Chatham 
Grammar School for Boys. It is, there¬ 
fore, appropriate to look at offering a 
different alternative for the local 
community to consider.” 

That decision to opt for alternative 
schools is likely to be a hangover from 
Ofsted’s ruling in 2013 that the school 
should become the first grammar in the 
county to go into special measures. 

Meanwhile, across the other side of 


the county, the wind of change has 
blown swiftly through the Commu¬ 
nity College Whitstable (CCW). 

It saw head teacher Helena Sulli- 
van-Tighe suspended in November 
after mounting concerns over the 
school’s progress. 

The most recent league tables saw 
it hit just 2 8 per cent of pupils at GCSE 
securing the benchmark five A*-C 
grades including English and maths. 
The target is 40 per cent. 

The Swale Academies Trust, which 
already runs Westlands in Sitting- 
bourne and the Sittingbourne Com¬ 
munity College, is expected to take it 
over before the end of the current aca¬ 
demic year. 

In a letter to parents, chair of gover¬ 
nors Clarissa Williams said the move 
would allow the school “to benefit from 
a sustainable and long-term model of 
high quality improvement based on 
good practice and innovation”. 

A meeting for parents takes place 
at the school on Tuesday to discuss 
the plans. 


Applying for 11-plus 

PARENTS wanting their children 
to sit the Kent Test can apply for 
them to do so from June 1. 

The exam which determines 
whether a child is suitable for a 
grammar school place will be sat 
shortly after the academic year 
begins for pupils starting Year 6 
in September. 

The window to apply runs from 
June 1 to July 1. 

Schools are expected to 
receive details and application 
forms by the last week of May. 
Results of the exam are pub¬ 
lished in October. 

Applications for the Medway 
Test are not yet confirmed. 


Teaching open days 

ONE of the county’s major 
teacher training colleges will be 
holding a number of open days at 
its sites across the county over 
the coming months. 

Canterbury Christ Church 
University will hold undergradu¬ 
ate days at its city campus on 
June 12, at Broadstairs on June 18 
and on its Medway site on July 2. 

Applicants who have already 
been offered a place have an 
open day on April 16 in Canter¬ 
bury. For full details see the 
university’s website. 


Uni highlights STEM 

YEAR 11 students took a trip to 
the University of Kent on Friday 
to get a taste of the potential of 
the scientific world. 

Scientists from the uni’s school 
of engineering and digital arts 
(EDA) introduced Year 11 pupils 
from local schools to the opportu¬ 
nities to be found in careers in 
science, technology, engineer¬ 
ing and maths (STEM) at the free 
The Big Bang @ Discovery Park 
event in Sandwich. 

At the last national event EDA 
attended, their Defeat Spectra 
spy technology challenge attract¬ 
ed more than 1,000 participants. 


Kent NUT describes Sir Michael Wilshaw’s claims as 'simplistic nonsense’ 


Continued from page 25 

social mobility unless that happens.” 

Teach First is a teacher training 
scheme that recruits top graduates 
from leading universities and trains 
them to work in schools in disadvan¬ 
taged areas. One of its founding part¬ 
ners was Canterbury Christ Church 
University (CCCU). 

William Stow is head of the school 
of teacher education and develop¬ 
ment at CCCU. He told us: “There are 
a number of factors which deter 
teachers from staying in teaching, 
and poor leadership is one. 

“But poor leadership comes in many 
guises, including placing excessive de¬ 
mands on teachers and blindly imple¬ 
menting ill-thought through govern¬ 
ment policy initiatives.” 


Sir Michael went on to say that in¬ 
spectors can often tell how good a 
school is early on in a visit. 

He said: “They sense it as soon as 
they go in. What do they see? First of 
all they don’t see any staff at the 
school gates to see the children in. 
They see the uniform all over the 
place, those woolly jumpers that you 
see, not a smart uniform although 
there’s a uniform policy, they see a 
lack of scholarship and deep learning 
in the school, heads down. 

“They see sloppy, scrappy work¬ 
sheets rather than textbooks, they see 
noisy corridors and low level disrup¬ 
tion. That’s what they see. 

“And if we are really aiming for our 
children to do as well as South Korea 
and Hong Kong and China, we need 
to have, in every secondary school in 


the country, a really good atmos¬ 
phere and scholarship in that school.” 

He went on to say: “We need 
headteachers in our secondary 
schools that are going to be really 
transformative leaders, and we have 
not got enough of them. 

“We need battlers, we need bruisers, 
we need battle-axes who are going to 
fight the good fight and are absolutely 
determined to get high standards. We 
have got too many appeasers in our 
secondary schools who are prepared 
to put up with mediocrity.” 

Mark Dickinson, the national ex¬ 
ecutive member for the NASUWT 
teachers’ union in Kent and Medway, 
said he thought the points were “in¬ 
teresting”. He added: “I think the 
counter-point to that is schools need 
a lot more support to help them deal 


with unruly behaviour. 

“Over the last few years, the serv¬ 
ices available to schools have been 
cut for whatever reason, and I think 
most of the schools are doing the best 
job they can with the resources avail¬ 
able to them. 

“It’s all very well to turn around 
and say that teachers need to be 
tougher, but the teachers in the class¬ 
room need support from the manage¬ 
ment and the management need sup¬ 
port from the services that should be 
there to provide alternative arrange¬ 
ments for those pupils who are very 
difficult.” 

John Walder, the Kent representa¬ 
tive for the National Union of Teachers 
(NUT), was less forgiving. He told us: 
“This seems to be simplistic nonsense. 

“Sir Michael has been wondering 


why teachers are leaving the profes¬ 
sion. There has always been unruly 
pupils and it is up to schools to deal 
with them. They need to properly 
train teachers to deal with pupils in 
classrooms and we need schools to 
manage things properly. 

“In my experience there has always 
been incompetent teachers who are 
completely hopeless. 

“Most of the problems of children 
who are not doing or behaving as 
they should and are getting away 
with it, is to do with the structure of 
school discipline, for instance, how it 
is managed. 

“We need more teachers at one level 
and better organised schools at another.” 

• What do you think? Share your 
views and join the debate. Email: 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 
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St Lawrence 

College 

Co-educational, day & boarding school for 3-18 years 


For further information and 
to book a place at the Open Day 

T: 01843 572912 
E: jsadmissions@slcuk.com 

Ramsgate, Kent CT11 7AE | www.slcuk.com 


Still undecided about September 2016? 

Call to book an Open Day tour to view 
Reception up to Year 6 


JUNIOR SCHOOL OPEN MORNING 

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 2 MAY 2016 

10AM - 12 NOON 


Canterbury Steiner School 

^^srtwoi Enabling children to learn for life, 

f r ° m i'f e > 

& throughout life. 


Canterbury Steiner School, 
established over 40 years 
ago, is part of the largest 
education movement with 
over 1000 schools across 
62 countries. 

We offer a broad curriculum 
based on child development. 


m 


A truly affordable alternative to state and selective education 


Parent & Toddler Groups 
Brambles Outdoor Groups 
Kindergarten 3-6 years 
Lower School 6-14 years 
New Upper School for Sep *17 

Excellent academic record. 

Open tours available. 

Call us today and find out 
more. 


Canterbury Steiner School, Garlinge Green, Canterbury, Kent, 0T4 5RU 
Tel: 01227 738285 

email: lnfo@canterburvsteiner.co.uk www.canterburvsteinerschool.co.uk 


Reg Chanty No. 273147 




Caoel Manor Be supported and 

|~ inspired, we will help 

College you achieve your goals 


Capel Manor College is London's 
largest land based learning 
environment, with a wide range 
of short, part-time and full-time 
courses, Capel could be the next 
step for you. Find out what we 
have to offer at our upcoming 
Crystal Palace Park Centre Open 
Day on Saturday, 30 April, from 
10am - 3pm. 


ii From the outset Capel has 
inspired me with its great setting, 
inspirational people and general 
atmosphere that anything 

is possible. 33 

Tracey, former student 


m\ t- 

mM " ML 


For further information on our courses and centres across London please visit: 

www.capel.ac.uk orcaii 08456 122 122 RSO# 

Leading the field in animal management, arboriculture, balloon artistry, conservation, countryside management, floristry, garden design, 
horticulture, landscaping, leatherwork, outdoor adventure, saddlery, tree surgery and wildlife courses at centres across London. 


^ Apprenticeships 


Landed 
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BEACON 
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DISTRUST: With teachers now obliged to report any signs of behaviour which could be early indications of radicalisation, is it a step too far towards a Big Brother state? 

Unease grows on teacher demands 
to identify early signs of radicalisation 

University lecturer says the government policy is undermining trust in staff and discouraging free speech 



O NE year after the govern¬ 
ment instructed teachers 
and other school staff to 
be on the lookout for 
signs of religious extrem¬ 
ism, there are calls for an independ¬ 
ent review after some claim it has 
made no difference. 

The Prevent strategy used by the 
government to prevent home-grown 
future terrorism saw a push last year 
for teachers to try and identify any¬ 
thing which could be seen as signs of 
extremist behaviour or of youngsters 
being radicalised. 

David Anderson QC, is an independ¬ 
ent reviewer of terrorism laws. He 
wrote a submission to the home affairs 
select committee inquiry into the gov¬ 
ernment’s counter-terrorism strategy. 

In that he raised concern that ele¬ 
ments of Prevent were “ineffective or 
being applied in an insensitive or dis¬ 
criminatory manner”. 

He added: “It seems to me that Pre¬ 
vent could benefit from independent 
review.” 

He wrote to the committee: “It is 
perverse that Prevent has become a 
more significant source of grievance 
in affected communities than the po¬ 
lice and ministerial powers that are 
exercised... The lack of transparency 
in the operation of Prevent encour¬ 
ages rumour and mistrust to spread 
and to fester.” 

Raheel Mohammed is the director 
of Maslaha, which is a social enter¬ 
prise working to improve conditions 
in Muslim communities, and also de¬ 
mands a review of Prevent in schools, 
warning of its stigmatising impact, 
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and calling it a “blunt instrument”. 

He said: “I don’t think what’s hap¬ 
pening in schools right now would help 
a teacher to spot signs of extremism.” 

As well as schools, prisons and coun¬ 
cils must also act to stop people becom¬ 
ing radicalised under the new law. 

Public bodies have been required to 
identify and report those vulnerable to 
extremist views since February last year. 

Under the Counter Terrorism and 
Security Act, schools have to show 
they are protecting pupils from being 
led to terrorism by “having robust 
safeguarding policies in place to iden¬ 
tify children at risk, and intervening 
as appropriate”. 

It is hoped to protect children from 
extremist material when accessing 
the internet. 

Even universities have to carry out 
risk assessments to determine where 
and how students might be radicalised. 

At the time of launch, security min¬ 
ister John Hayes said: “The new Pre¬ 
vent duty is about protecting people 
from the poisonous and pernicious in¬ 
fluence of extremist ideas that are used 
to legitimise terrorism. Protecting 
those who are vulnerable and at risk of 
radicalisation is a job for all of us.” 

Dr Matthew Jones is lecturer in po¬ 
litical science at the University of 
Greenwich. 

At his home in Herne Bay, he told 
us: “It has been just over one year 
since the Prevent duty has come into 
effect as part of the Counter Terror¬ 
ism and Security Act 2015. Under 
this legislation, schools and including 
universities have a ‘duty’ to place ‘due 
regard to the need to prevent people 


from being drawn into terrorism’. 

“On the surface of it, there are mer¬ 
its to this legislation. Teachers, along¬ 
side parents and guardians, are the 
figures that students interact with 
the most. Teachers are in a unique 
North & West 


position to notice any unusual 
changes in behaviour among their 
students. 

“This is already being done in rela¬ 
tion to issues such as domestic vio¬ 
lence, abuse and neglect, and even fe¬ 


male genital mutilation. In a similar 
capacity, university provides many 
students with their first exposure to 
freedom and new ideas. Part of the 
teaching role already involves pasto¬ 
ral care and student welfare issues. 

“However, this new duty to moni¬ 
tor and report on our students does 
place teachers and lecturers in a po¬ 
tentially difficult situation. We want 
our students to trust us and to be able 
to confide in us if need be. What we do 
not want is for our students to view us 
as being an extension of the surveil¬ 
lance apparatus of the state. 

“I have heard first hand from uni¬ 
versity students that they feel they are 
no longer able to express certain view¬ 
points in lectures and seminars should 
academic staff follow through on their 
Prevent duty and report them. More 
surprisingly these concerns are being 
voiced by students who are in no dan¬ 
ger of being drawn into terrorism, as is 
the rationale behind the Prevent duty, 
but rather students who are simply 
critical of certain aspect of the current 
government. 

“More worryingly, there is also a 
fear expressed by some students that 
other students will report them to the 
authorities should certain views be 
openly expressed in class. 

“This form of self-censorship is not 
good, as not only does it hinder dialogue 
within the classroom environment, but 
students may develop the views that 
their opinions are somehow wrong, 
which is not necessarily the case. 

“But there are bigger issues here. 
Public sector employees want to be 
seen as serving the public, not spying 
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on them. This is not the version of the 
social contract and public service 
that most ‘front line’ public sector 
employees want to participate in. 

“Perhaps more worryingly is the 
spread of the ‘surveillance society’. Our 
movements can be tracked through the 
extensive CCTV network that exists in 
many of our towns and cities. 

“After the recent revelations from Ed¬ 
ward Snowden, we now know that 
various governmental bodies monitor 
and record our online communica¬ 
tions. Now there is a legal obligation for 
various public servants to report on the 
activities of citizens that the govern¬ 
ment may deem to be suspicious. 

“It is very hard to discuss the idea of 
citizens watching and reporting on 
their fellow citizens without drawing 
analogies to McCarthyist fears of 
‘reds under the bed’ or the Stasi net¬ 
work of citizens turned informants.” 

John Walder, the divisional secre¬ 
tary in Kent for the National Union of 
Teachers, slammed it as “unneces¬ 
sary legislation”. 

He said: “Whatever teachers do, 
they need to do it with care and pro¬ 
fessionally. Launching off into tirades 
to find a solution to what they per¬ 
ceive as a problem is highly unlikely 
to be very effective. 

“There is certainly a national dis¬ 
cussion to be had on how you go 
about protecting children in school 
from undue influence. 

“That, of course, doesn’t just in¬ 
clude people who want them to go 
and fight the Islamic war. 

“But also from people who have 
sexual interest in the children and in¬ 
deed those who have a financial in¬ 


terest in the children. I think the 
schools should be there to protect 
kids, which is what they do already.” 

Some teachers remain worried 
about what could happen to their ca¬ 
reer is they accidentally overlook a 
normal student in class, who goes on 
to become a terrorist, consequently 
potentially breaking the law. 

Mr Walder said: “That is one of the 
features of the modern relationship 
between the education system and 
government. 

“It wasn’t this particular govern¬ 
ment that started it, in fact it was actu¬ 
ally the Labour government of Tony 
Blair which really started to use a 
sledgehammer to crack nuts and re¬ 
sort to legislation. It could have easily 
been dealt with by discussion between 
schools and the local authority.” 

A training programme was created 
by the University of Kent in partner¬ 
ship with Kent Police and Kent Coun¬ 
ty Council called the Zak Simulation, 
where ‘Zak’ is a made up at-risk stu¬ 
dent, and teachers on the course 
learn how to deal with him. 

Those behind Zak, say it is an inter¬ 
active web-based tool designed to help 
Prevent delivery partners, teachers, or 
anyone concerned with the safeguard¬ 
ing of young people. 

The National Association of Head 
Teachers agree. Its vice president, 
and principal of Bradfields Academy 
in Medway, is Kim Johnson. 

He told us: “At our school, we some¬ 
times find that particular care needs to 
be taken on behalf of children with au¬ 
tism. This is to make sure that their in¬ 
terests and enquiries don’t stray into ar¬ 
eas that would be classified as extreme. 


In these cases, we’ve managed the 
situation well. Parental support is ab¬ 
solutely vital. It’s important to help 
students understand potential 
vulnerability. 

“It is a new dimension for us in pro¬ 
tecting our students and clearly a 
sign of the changing landscape in our 
duty of care. The challenge remains 
in getting the balance right between 
rightful concern and overreaction.” 

Russell Hobby, general secretary of 
the NAHT, added: “Training is essen¬ 
tial if schools are to fulfil their Pre¬ 
vent duties, but our members consist¬ 
ently tell us that the availability of 
such training is patchy. This is a new, 
constantly evolving and highly 
sensitive domain. Schools want to 
do the right thing, they recognise 
the risks, and we need to back them 
up. 

“We’re continually working with 
the Department for Education on what 
support can be provided to teachers.” 

Writing for the Radicalisation Re¬ 
search website, Matthew Francis, 
senior research associate in the de¬ 
partment of politics, philosophy and 
religion at Lancaster University, said: 
“This idea that we can ‘spot radicali¬ 
sation’ also fails to account for re¬ 
search which points out that not all 
radicals are terrorists, nor are all ter¬ 
rorists radicalised before they join 
their groups. 

“The simple fact is that there is no 
simple model of ‘radicalisation’ with 
easy-to-spot signs. Suggesting other¬ 
wise puts an untenable pressure on 
teachers to recognise something oth¬ 
ers have found it almost impossible to 
identify or predict.” 
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P b p t 
for secondary places 


Education consultant and former Gravesend head teacher 
Peter Read takes an in-depth look at the key oversubscription 
and vacancy situations in grammar and non-selective schools 
across the county and how it impacts on each of our areas. 


H IGH vacancy rates, 

threatening a vicious cir¬ 
cle of financial losses, 
which have led to the clo¬ 
sure of four schools in the 
past three years, need to be tackled by 
Astor College, Castle Community Col¬ 
lege, High Weald Academy, New Line 
Learning, and Swadelands School, all 
with over a third of their provision 
empty in Year 7. 

Kent has seen an extra 704 places 
put into its secondary schools above 
the numbers planned for admission 
this year, to meet rising rolls in several 
areas. As a result, the number of pu¬ 
pils offered their first choice rose by 
363, and the number being offered 
none of their four choices fell by 213 
children to just 428, the lowest figure 
for some years. However, this made lit¬ 
tle difference to the pressure on popu¬ 


lar schools which has never been 
greater. 

GRAMMAR SCHOOLS 

Dartford Grammar School, the most 
oversubscribed school in the county, 
turned away 226 grammar qualified 
pupils soaring up from 127 last year, 
with 81 of its 150 places going to out of 
county (OOC) boys. Sadly, because the 
school has recently introduced a cap of 
90 on the number of local boys, places 
instead going to the highest scorers, 
many grammar qualified Dartford 
boys have been rejected from their lo¬ 
cal school, in spite of protestations 
when the new system was introduced 
that this would not happen. 

Second most popular grammar 
school was Tonbridge Grammar with 
142 first choices turned away, up from 
77 in 2015, followed by Dartford Girls 
Grammar with 119 up from 95, again 


sadly with a number of local girls 
turned away, but letting in 65 OOC 
girls, having increased its capacity by 
an extra 20 girls. 

The other two grammar schools in 
Dartford were also both well oversub¬ 
scribed, although both changed their 
admission rules to give priority to 
Kent children for most of their places, 
with Wilmington Grammar Boys 
turning away 49 first choices and the 
girls grammar 34. The number of OOC 
boys to Wilmington fell sharply from 
91 to 32 as a result of the changes, 
with Wilmington Girls’ falling from 
105 to 91. 

It was very pleasing to see The Judd 
in Tonbridge, 97 first choices oversub¬ 
scribed, has also changed its admis¬ 
sion rules to give priority to those liv¬ 
ing in the locality for all but 20 boys. 
As a result, the number of Kent chil- 



CONSULTANT: Peter Read is a former head teacher 


dren to be admitted is rising to 141 out of county boys from 26. Still in west 

of 155, up from 114 in 2015. However, Kent, Weald of Kent Grammar was 

the OOC pressure on Skinners in Tun¬ 
bridge Wells which has no such rules, 

increased to compensate up to 45 out Continued on page 32 
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Continued from page 31 

oversubscribed by 33 grammar quali¬ 
fied first choices, even though it has 
increased its number of places by 55 to 
230 girls, in preparation for its expan¬ 
sion into the Sevenoaks annexe next 
year. The surge in applications to the 
two Tonbridge Girls’ grammars has 
been very much at the expense of Tun¬ 
bridge Wells Grammar School for 
Girls. 

Other popular grammar schools 
were: Maidstone Grammar Boys’, 38 
first choices oversubscribed, although 
11 down on 2015, and Sir Roger Man- 
wood’s at 32, which had four vacan¬ 
cies last year at this time. 

The myth that Kent grammar 
schools are always oversubscribed is 
definitely not true, with nine of the 32 
having vacancies at this time, al¬ 
though many of the empty desks will 
fill through appeals. The schools with 
more than 10 spaces are: Maidstone 
Grammar for Girls; Chatham & 
Clarendon: Dover Boys’ (following a 
late increase in admission number of 
30); Barton Court; and Borden. 

NON-SELECTIVE 

SCHOOLS 

The district sections below describe 
the picture on allocation day March 1. 
Between now and September, many 
more places will become available af¬ 
ter successful grammar school ap¬ 
peals. 

THANET 

Most popular non-selective school 
was St George’s CofE Foundation 
School in Broadstairs, with 161 first 
choices rejected, just up on last year’s 
150 when it topped the list for all 
schools in the county. This is in spite of 
it being one of the lowest performing 
schools at GCSE in the county indicat¬ 
ing the unpopularity of some of the 
other choices open to parents. 

Thanet is one of a number of dis¬ 
tricts where there is pressure on plac¬ 
es, with just 14 spaces across the six 
non-selectives at present. However, 
there is enormous polarisation as fam¬ 


ilies chase the three most popular 
schools, St George’s, King Ethelbert 72 
first choices oversubscribed and 
Charles Dickens 30. At the other end, 
the new Royal Harbour Academy, 
which has absorbed the now closed 
notorious Marlowe Academy, has 
been allocated 56 children who were 
not offered any of their choices out of 
the 196 who were offered places, and 
Hartsdown Academy with 43 alloca¬ 
tions. Between them these two schools 
have absorbed nearly a quarter of the 
Kent children with no school of their 
choice. 

GRAVESHAM 

Second most popular non-selective 
school in Kent is St George’s CofE 
School in Gravesend, with 123 reject¬ 
ed first choices, a giant leap up from 
last year’s 63 when it was 12th in the 
popularity list. 

Gravesham has come under enor¬ 
mous pressure this year, with an ad¬ 
ditional 76 places being created in 
three schools, but still leaving just five 
empty spaces in the borough. Second 
most popular school here was St John’s 
Catholic Comprehensive, 40 first 
choices oversubscribed. 

MAIDSTONE 

Third most popular school is Valley 
Park, turning away 116 first choices, 
even though it has expanded yet 
again, by 30 places to 270. The only 
other school significantly oversub¬ 
scribed is St Simon Stock, Catholic at 
36, but two schools appear to be in 
trouble, New Line Learning, with 96 
vacancies for its 210 places, not in¬ 
cluding 12 local authority allocations, 
and Swadelands in Lenham that has 
recently been placed in special meas¬ 
ures by Ofsted, with 74 of its 150 plac¬ 
es empty. 

I hear that Swadelands is to be tak¬ 
en over by Valley Invicta Academy 
Trust, which is also sponsoring the 
proposed new six form entry Maid¬ 
stone School of Science and Technolo¬ 
gy, although there appear problems 
here as no news has come out of the 


proposal for at least six months and 
surely construction ought to be begin¬ 
ning soon for a 2017 start. This will 
pump an additional 180 places into 
Maidstone which could well finish off 
one of the two vulnerable schools; 
ironic if it were to be Swadelands. 
SWALE 

The next two most popular schools 
are in Swale - Fulston Manor and 
Westlands, oversubscribed by 97 and 
91 places respectively, most of the 
pressure coming from Sheppey as as¬ 
piring families seek to avoid the strug¬ 
gling Oasis Isle of Sheppey Academy 
which, as a result has 65 vacancies 
even after 53 children were allocated 
to it who didn’t apply there. To be fair, 
this is Kent’s largest secondary school 
(along with Homewood in Tenterden) 
with a planned admission number of 
390. 

ASHFORD 

The Wye Free School, smallest in¬ 
take in Kent at 90 children, opened 
three years ago against the will of 
Kent County Council, but is proving 
very popular with parents, situated as 
it is in a lovely rural village, drawing 
off children from the large Ashford 
schools, and with 51 children over¬ 
subscribed. As a result, The North 
School, still not recovered from its spe¬ 
cial measures and take over by Swale 
Academy Trust, and the Towers 
School in neighbouring Kennington, 
are both suffering, with 42 and 67 va¬ 
cancies respectively. Meanwhile the 
good and improving John Wallis 
Academy is now oversubscribed for 
the first time having shed a previous 
reputation. 

CANTERBURY 

There has been pressure in Canter¬ 
bury since the closing of Chaucer 
Technology School two years ago, 
eased this year by the addition of 70 
places in three Canterbury schools. 
This still leaves no places in any school 
except struggling Community College 
Whitstable with 67 vacancies even af¬ 
ter 25 local authority allocations of 
children who did not apply for the 


school. Canterbury Academy, Herne 
Bay and St Anselm’s Catholic are the 
most oversubscribed, with 76, 48 and 
46 first choices rejected, respectively. 

DARTFORD 

Dartford has been under pressure 
since the sudden closure of Oasis 
Hextable Academy last year, with the 
three schools of the Leigh Academy 
Trust being collectively oversub¬ 
scribed by 253 first choices, Leigh 
Academy having been the most popu¬ 
lar school in Kent for some years. 
Three years ago it accounted for 235 
first choices rejected on its own; but 
this year, the academy’s popularity 
has waned considerably, with Wilm¬ 
ington Academy looking the most 
popular, having added 40 places to its 
previous 200, and still being 27 over¬ 
subscribed (but 94 in 2015); Leigh 
Academy itself turning away 49 first 
choices. 

DOVER 

This comes at the other end of the 
scale, with Dover district having a 
quarter of its places empty and just 
one school oversubscribed, Sandwich 
Technology at 77 first choices turned 
away. Many of those rejected will be 
families unable to secure schools in 
Canterbury, or trying to flee unpopu¬ 
lar schools in Thanet and Deal. Most 
vacancies occur at Astor College, 86 
and at Castle Community College, 
Deal - 68, which has had a torrid time 
since its fall from grace as an out¬ 
standing school just three years ago, 
straight into special measures. 
SEVENOAKS 

As with Wye Free School, the Trini¬ 
ty School, opened at the same time, 
has proved hugely popular with par¬ 
ents and is about to transfer into new 
buildings, being 51 first choices over¬ 
subscribed for its 120 places. It com¬ 
petes with the much larger Knole 
Academy, also very popular, being 67 
first choices oversubscribed, attract¬ 
ing 35 children from across the coun¬ 
ty boundary in Bromley. 

SHEPWAY 


School this summer has been alleviat¬ 
ed by 57 new places being opened at 
Brockhill Park and Folkestone Acade¬ 
my, although 34 children have still 
applied for and been offered places at 
Pent Valley, who will now need to be 
allocated elsewhere. School of choice 
is Brockhill, with 62 disappointed first 
choices, Folkestone Academy, until re¬ 
cently one of the most popular schools 
in Kent, just filling. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

All three schools in the town re¬ 
main oversubscribed, in spite of a col¬ 
lective injection of 106 additional 
places, St Gregory’s turning away 34 
first choices. Some 47 of Bennett’s 
places go to children from East Sussex. 
The three rural schools in the district 
all have vacancies, the high perform¬ 
ing High Weald still having half its 
150 places empty, despite having re¬ 
duced from 180 in 2015. 

OTHER SCHOOLS 

Holmesdale Community College in 
Snodland is as usual the school with 
the largest OOC contingent, attracting 
41 children from Medway, but still has 
47 empty spaces. 

Two of Kent’s highest performing 
schools at GCSE, Hayesbrook and High 
Weald Academy in Cranbrook, are far 
less successful at attracting students, 
with 84 and 75 vacancies respectively, 
both with an admission number of 
150. 

OUT OF COUNTY 

As always, there was much media 
publicity for the 803 out of county 
children taking up places in Kent 
schools, many of which are identified 
above. There is never notice of the 460 
going out of Kent to other local au¬ 
thorities. 

These include 165 to grammar 
schools in Medway, Bexley and Brom¬ 
ley, and 78 to the four large neigh¬ 
bouring comprehensive schools in 
East Sussex. 

For more information on this and a 
host of key education topics in Kent , 
see Peter Read’s website - www. 
kentadvice. co.uk. 
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Relentless march of the academies 


But as more and more change status is the academy system genuinely working for our young generation? 



SUCCESS: New buildings and a fresh ethos allowed the phoenix rising from the flames of Tunbridge Wells High 
School, the Skinners Academy to flourish. But is its success a rare case of academy status genuinely delivering a 
real turn around, or was it just a well executed transformation of the previous struggling school’s leadership? Right, 
Michael Gove’s changes signalled a tidal wave in schools seeking academy status. 


By Molly Kersey-Law 

moUy.kersey-Law@archant.co.uk 


F IRST it was a trickle, now it 
is approaching a flood; the 
relentless wave of the acade¬ 
my is now close to washing 
completely over the county. 
Today, around four fifths of Kent’s 
secondaries have moved to academy 
status - many by choice, some pres¬ 
sured to do so. 

But is the academy system working? 
Originally seen as an ambitious meth¬ 
od of breathing new life into schools in 
deprived areas when conceived by 
Tony Blair’s Labour government in 
2000, it is today a very different beast. 

Where once it was seen as some¬ 
thing of a hybrid; combining a state 
school with commercial expertise 
and funding and more autonomy, to¬ 
day it has ceased being the exception¬ 
al to almost being the rule. 

Just this week, chancellor George 
Osborne said all schools - primary and 
secondary should become academies 
by 2020 or have concrete plans to do 
so by 2022. Those waves breaking on 
the beach will soon become an ocean. 

But while once many schools leapt 
into their arms to embrace more con¬ 
trol those early converters were 


promised - the power to break salary 
guidelines, shift school hours and 
benefit from sponsor investment - to¬ 
day the squeeze on education funding 
has meant they struggle too. 

Roger Gough is Kent County Coun¬ 
cil’s cabinet member for education. 
He explained: “The very first acade¬ 
mies were targeted at a very small 
number of schools in very deprived 
areas with poor results. 

“Since then, we have had some 
which didn’t work out and some such 
as the Skinners’ Kent Academy in 
Tunbridge Wells which have been a 
considerable success. 

“We had a real take-off in terms of 
numbers when Michael Gove’s chang¬ 
es came in [broadening it from the 
original concept] that tending to be 
high-performing secondary schools, if 
you had good or outstanding ratings 
you had the option to convert.” 

Today, all schools must become an 
academies. 

But in this significant shift in direc¬ 
tion, has the original benefit of mak¬ 
ing the transformation been diluted? 

Alasdair Smith is the national sec¬ 
retary of the Anti Academies Alli¬ 
ance. And as the name suggests, he 
believes what was once an experi¬ 
ment is now significantly undermine 


the nation’s education system. 

“There’s no such thing as an acade¬ 
my,” he explains. “These are schools 
that have been partially privatised. 


Money is spent converting the schools, 
but none of that money is going to im¬ 
prove the education of the kids. 

“I think it’s disingenuous of the 


government to say that inadequate 
schools should become academies, 
when so many academies are them¬ 
selves inadequate. 
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“Turning a school into an academy 
does not make it a good school, end of 
story. They believe there’s this magic 
dust called academy status, sprinkle 
it on a school and it gets better, which 
is totally dishonest. The only thing 
that improves a school is improving 
the quality of the teaching, learning 
and leadership. 

“There’s not a single piece of evi¬ 
dence that shows that academy status 
improves a school. It’s a farce. What do 
you do with an academy that’s failing, 
turn it into an academy? At some 
point in the future we are going to 
have to pick up the pieces.” 

Mike O’Brien, is portfolio holder for 


children’s services at Medway Coun¬ 
cil. He believes resistance is futile. 

“It’s no good being like King Ca¬ 
nute and sitting in front of the ocean 
trying to stop the waves,” he says. 
“Academisation is happening and 
will happen. I would encourage head 
teachers and governors to be looking 
around at the multi academy trusts 
that are on offer at the moment rather 
than waiting for the government to 
impose one.” 

The county has certainly had a 
chequered history when it comes to 
academies. There can be no denying 
the success of Skinners Kent Acade¬ 
my, which replaced Tunbridge Wells 


High School in 2009. Last year’s 
GCSE figures saw 56 per cent of pupils 
pass the benchmark five GCSEs A*-C 
with English and maths; comfortably 
above the 40 per cent expected level, 
a new high in a constant series of im¬ 
provements year-on-year. 

“The pupils want to be there and 
that has come from parents buying 
into the vision of the sponsor and prin¬ 
cipal,” explained Tony Wilson, educa¬ 
tion officer at The Skinners’ Company, 
one of the school’s sponsors. 

This is in sharp contrast to the 
Marlowe Academy in Ramsgate. Seen 
as a beacon of the original academy 
strategy, it opened in 2005 in £30m 


of new buildings and the backing of 
local billionaire Sir Roger de Haan. 
But it failed to ever improve, con¬ 
stantly being one of the lowest rated 
in the country. It was merged with 
nearby Ellington and Hereson, and re¬ 
named the Royal Harbour Academy at 
the end of the last academic year. 

It is now set to become part of the 
Coastal Academies Trust. Paul Lux- 
moore, director of the trust, insisted 
results will get better: “But it will take 
time. It takes more than a year to 
have a significant impact.” 

Which will come as little comfort to 
students and parents there now. 

“All schools will become academies 


in the future,” adds Mr Luxmoore. 
“Both the Conservative and Labour 
government said they wanted a 
‘school-led self-sustaining system’.” 

But what of the role of sponsors? 
Skinners Company’s Tony Wilson 
says it is more important now than 
ever. He explained: “Tight funding 
regimes and the requirement for rap¬ 
id improvement make it very hard for 
stand-alone academy trusts to func¬ 
tion with an economy of scale. 

“The new landscape is much more 
about clusters of academies calling 
on each other, with the sponsor at the 
nexus, to find out what works and be 
very agile to adopt new practices. 
This systemic role used to be played 
by the local authority alone but the 
academy programme has made it dif¬ 
ficult for the local authority now.” 

KCC’s Roger Gough agrees, he said: 
“They can provide a variety of opportu¬ 
nities for staff, you can move across dif¬ 
ferent parts of the organisation and they 
can have their own capacity to support 
different schools. They can become quite 
strong organisations. There is a danger 
for a school on their own that they 
could become isolated to a degree.” 

A spokesperson for the Department 
for Education said: “Academies are 
providing thousands of pupils with an 
excellent education, and all schools 
deserve the opportunity to enjoy the 
freedoms academy status brings. 

“There are now 1.4m more pupils 
being taught in ‘good’ or ‘outstand¬ 
ing’ schools compared with 2010. 

“The most effective way of bringing 
about rapid and sustained improve¬ 
ment is to become an academy with 
the support of a strong sponsor.” 



Just like snowflakes 

WE BELIEVE EVERY CHILD IS UNIQUE 

Genuine caring relationships between practitioners and 
children giving emphasis to each child’s unique needs. 

Spacious and well resourced age appropriate rooms 
fqq our children to develop and thrive in and fantastic 
outdoor play areas including our mud kitchen and 
planting area for our green fingered children to explore. 

Regular activities in music and sensory run by talented 
providers, plus entry to Big Fun House and all its 
brilliant facilities before it opens each day. 




Our nursery also has additional space for us to expand 
into enabling us to easily meet the needs of families 
/ intending to take advantage of the governments 
^ planned increase from 15 hours to 30 hours a week of 
free early education. 


Snowflakes 

DAY NURSERY 

Snowflakes Day Nursery, Ashford Road, 
Chartham, Canterbury, Kent, CT4 7HN 
01227 732124 

www.snowflakesdaynursery.co.uk 

contactus@snowflakesdaynursery.co.uk 
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Fantastic location on the A28 between Ashford & 
Canterbury, giving easy drop off without fighting the 
rush hour traffic. 


Open for half or full day sessions from 8am until 6pm. 

We also hasi spaces for Free Early Education places 
£ available including Free for Two funding. 


Watch your child 
thrive in our happy, 
friendly school 



For boys and girls aged 2-11 

We welcome children from the age of 2 

'W' 

From a young age, we encourage participation in music and sports 

'W 

Our track record in 11+ examinations for independent 
and grammar schools is impressive 


www.russellhouseschool.co.uk I 01959 522352 

Station Road, Otford, Kent TNI4 5QU 
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Education for Kent 


Colleges generating revenues in bid 
to boost students and balance books 

From restaurants to salons and even a fully-fledged hotel, how further education is investing talent wisely 



By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


A S SIXTH form teachers 
went on strike earlier 
this week over funding 
cuts, the importance of 
further education col¬ 
leges finding revenue from elsewhere 
has never been more topical. 

There appears to be a growing 
trend across the county with educa¬ 
tion becoming more commercialised, 
as colleges look to introduce revenue¬ 
generating elements to help keep 
budgets topped up. 

Hadlow College, near Tonbridge, 
boasts modern facilities and undertakes 
a range of commercial activities to help 
its revenue streams, and provide stu¬ 
dents with experiences to equip them for 
the varied world of work. 

It runs both a tea room and florist. 
Spokesperson Pat Crawford said: 
“The college is unique because one 
third of its income comes from these 
commercial projects, and I think it’s 
provided the blueprint for the rest of 
the county to follow. 

“We’ve come off a background of 
successive funding cuts, so for a col¬ 
lege to be successful it needs to be as 
independent as possible. 

“Hadlow has one of the lowest de¬ 
pendencies on public funding in the 
country. 

“We have a range of facilities that 
we let out - conference and meeting 
rooms, for example, in all different 
sizes to meet particular needs. 

“The students benefit from the 
commercial projects because the in¬ 
come raised is utilised to enhance the 
student experience in a variety of 



VIEW: West Kent College’s fine 
dining experience 
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ways, particularly the experience 
and transferable skills they gain. 

“If you’ve got this kind of business 
experience on your CV, you are going 
into the industry in really good stead 
- if you’ve worked in the garden cen¬ 
tre and done a degree in horticulture, 
that gives you a real edge if you want 
to go into nursery management, for 
example. 

“We like to look at it as Hadlow pro¬ 
viding a 360-degree experience, so 
it’s beneficial all around, not just in 
terms of income.” 

The Hadlow group also runs West 
Kent College and Ashford College, 
and Mark Lumsdon-Taylor, director 
of finance and resources, agreed that 
it was blazing a trail. 

He said: “West Kent College has a 
developing portfolio of commercial 
offers, including a fine dining restau¬ 
rant, The View, and industry-stand¬ 
ard hair salons and arts theatres, in¬ 
cluding venue hire. 

“They are much more than com¬ 
mercial projects - they are business¬ 
es, and form part of the whole philos¬ 
ophy behind the Hadlow Group. 

“Everything we do commercially has 
to support education, growth and inno¬ 
vation and our commercial businesses 
are all tasked with profitability targets. 

“Our strategy is based upon a fiscal 
rule of a balanced structure of in¬ 
come and profitability from further 
education, higher education and 
commercial businesses. This was in¬ 
structed in 2002 and remains as ro¬ 
bust now as then. 

“Our group businesses all use local 
suppliers as part of the fiscal rules, 
supporting the community and re¬ 
ducing our carbon footprint. 

“We place great importance on 
every element of our business model 
being sustainable. 

“In 2013, we conducted an inde¬ 
pendent economic and social impact 
assessment which concluded that for 
every £1 we spent, £2.60 was gener¬ 
ated for the Kent economy.” 

Similarly, East Kent College is in¬ 
volved with a host of projects, includ¬ 
ing a restaurant in Broadstairs and its 
most ambitious project yet - a hotel. 

Principal Graham Razey said: “The 
college undertakes a wide range of 
commercial activities, from our Vi¬ 
king Bay Fine Foods to our new train¬ 
ing hotel The Yarrow which is due to 
open this summer. 

“It’s great for our students to get 
the experience of undertaking real 
life, live commercial projects. 

“Their learning is enriched when 
they get the opportunity to work on 
proper business projects, as they get to 
understand just how important things 
like deadlines are in a business place. 

“It’s much the same experience 
they get when in the real world of 
work, and it ensures they get greater 
employability skills which will help 


improve their chances of finding a job 
when they leave. 

“The commercial activities we un¬ 
dertake also have the benefit of com¬ 
plementing local economies. 

“In Folkestone, which is a growing 
hub of digital and creative sector 
businesses, we opened The Edge 
School of Creative and Business. It 
acts like a digital media agency, tak¬ 
ing on real business projects from 
real companies. 


“Students are expected to help 
pitch for work, draw up timelines for 
projects and then undertake them 
alongside their studies. 

“The Edge has taken on some won¬ 
derful projects, and it has given the 
students a boost when they finish at 
college and continue into the boom¬ 
ing creative sector in Folkestone.” 

David Gleed, principal of North Kent 
College and member of Kent Further 
Education, the body which champions 


the sector in Kent and Medway, says 
this new direction is here to stay. 

He explained: “We run two nurser¬ 
ies, four salons and a restaurant. How¬ 
ever, none of them are run to make a 
commercial profit but are there to sup¬ 
port our students as an integral part of 
the learning experience.” 

Simon Cook, principal of Mid Kent 
College, added: “These are important 
skills required by a whole range of 
businesses across the region.” 
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Advertiser’s Announcement 


Kent sighs with relief as secondary 

school places are finally announced ACADEMY 


Across the country, parents 
and children will have been 
opening letters and emails 
on 1st March in eager 
anticipation, wondering 
which secondary school they 
had been allocated. Luckily, 
in Kent, 8 out of 10 year 6 
children were given their first 
choice in 2015. Sources at KCC 
say that the figure should be 
similar this year. 

Whilst year 6 is a difficult 
year for parents and students, 
with the stress of the Kent 
Test and choosing the right 
secondary school, it is also an 
opportunity to really think 
about what kind of secondary 
school environment they are 
looking for. Is their child 
sporty or good at art, or music, 
or drama? Maybe they are 
more academic and would 
benefit from a curriculum that 
emphasises maths, science 
and other traditional subjects. 
Possibly ‘all of the above’ 
would apply. We are fortunate 
in this area of Kent that there 
is a wide range of excellent 
schools to choose from. 

One such school is Knole 
Academy, based in Sevenoaks. 
This is an 11 to 18 school 


with its own theatre, two all- 
weather pitches, a recording 
studio, 11 science laboratories 
and a grammar stream which 
attracts many students 
who have passed the Kent 
Test. Knole Academy has a 
good academic record, with 
students last year making 
above expected progress. 
Alice is now in year 11, and 
expected to achieve two A*s, 
two As , a B and four C grades, 
which is well above the grades 
she was expected to achieve 
when she started with Knole 
in year 7. She says, “I feel 
really confident about sitting 
my exams thanks to all the 
revision sessions after school 
and in the holidays.” Grace, 
who is in year 10, agrees 
with this. She says, “Knole 
Academy has helped me to 
improve by giving me more 
opportunities, both social and 
academic.” 

Good schools know how 
to engage students and how 
to motivate each individual. 
Good schools offer extra¬ 
curricular opportunities that 
allow students to develop 
skills and confidence. Lewis, 
a year 10 student at Knole, 


says, “I have been able to 
excel in sound and lighting 
engineering, which could be 
a potential career for me”. 
Imi and Georgia, two year 11 
students add, “Knole Academy 
is filled with opportunities; we 
have been on trips abroad and 
completed our bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh.” 

In today’s competitive 
and uncertain environment, 
parents and students have also 
got an eye on what happens 
after school, whether that 
be a university place, an 
apprenticeship or straight into 
work. Knole has an excellent 
track record in ensuring that 
students have the skills they 
need for life-long success. 
Eden, who is currently in 
year 12, comments, “Knole 
has given me the ability to 
be a confident, independent 
thinker. It’s given me a 
good foundation to make 
me successful in higher 
education.” 

However, none of this can 
detract from the anxiety 
that many young people, and 
their parents, will feel as the 
children put on their school 
uniform in September and 


step out on the start of their 
secondary school journey. 
Parents can be reassured that 
a child in the Knole uniform 
will have already visited the 
school, for induction day, and 
had an opportunity to go to 
summer school. However, you 
don’t need to take my word for 
it; Lucy, who is in year 7 says, 
“I was a bit worried at first 
but have made new friends 
not only in year 7 but with the 
older students. I’ve had the 
chance to represent the school 
in netball, handball, cricket, 
football, trampolining and 
gymnastics. I am especially 
enjoying art and maths. I 
started to learn the saxophone 
in September and expect to 
take my grade 3 exam this 
summer”. 



Knole Academy Dates for your diary 

■ Open Evening - 22 September 2016, 6pm - 9pm 

■ Academy Open Morning - 3 October 2016 

■ Academy Open Morning -11 October 2016 

■ Grammar Stream Open Morning -17 October 2016 

■ Grammar Stream Information Evening 18 October 2016 

■ Expressive Arts Aptitude Test -11 October 2016,4.30pm 


Knole in a nutshell 

Knole Academy 

National Comparison 

Average capped grade per student 

C 

C- 

Value added (NB lOOO is neutral, above 1000 is good) 

1005 

999 

High attaining students 5A* to C 

including English and Maths 

94% 

90% 

A level A* - B results 

55% 

Not available 

A level A* - E results 

99% 

Not available 


Vinehall (J) 



Open Days 


Friday 6th May 1.30pm - 4pm 
Saturday 7th May 9.30am - 12pm 

To register your attendance, or to arrange a separate visit, please contact 
Karen Cooper on 01580 883090 or at admissionsdvinehallschool.com 

www.vinehallschool.com 


BRIGHT 

SPRING 2016! 

YOUNG 

REVISION and ASSESSMENTS 

THINGS 

1 Tins Easter and May school holidays, 


ACADtMC TUITION 

Bright Young Things tuition centres 
maintain the value of a traditional 
philosophy of teaching centred around 
skills and knowledge. 

ROCHESTER 

TUITION CENTRE 

Over 30 years of securing grammar 
school placement and more ... 


We aim to set a precedent for learning 
that allows children to become curious 
learners who challenge themselves to 
go beyond the textbook and possess 
tho core fundamentals that make them 
productive learners for the long-term 


of courses to help your child to prepare for 
up-coming examinations, whether it is 11 
plus, year 6 SATs or GCSE exams. 

- Revision Courses in Maths. Creative 
Writing and Verbal Reasoning - Year 5 

- Mock Assessments -11 plus (Medway 
and Kent papers) 

- Consultations and guidance 

- Mock Exam - Year 6 SATs 

- GCSE and AS Level Revision 



Book your lesson today 
Enquiries welcome 


01634 814 420 

rochesler@bfightyoungthings.co.uk 
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Education for Kent 


Boys still left 
out in the cold 
at Sevenoaks 
grammar site 

Any hope of adding a boys' element to 
the controversial annexe seems more 
distant than ever due to the legislation in 
place over expansion of selective schools 



FUTURE: These two images reveal how the Weald of Kent grammar annex in Sevenoaks will eventually look, once 
it is open for business in September 2017. The chair of governors has ruled out moving into temporary buildings 
prior to the main multi-million pound buildings being ready to take the first intake of pupils. 


By Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


W HEN the govern¬ 
ment gave the 
go-ahead for a 
grammar ‘annexe’ 
to be built in 
Sevenoaks, it opened up not so much a 
can of worms but a bulging 


barrel of political snakes. 

Was education secretary Nicky 
Morgan firing the starting gun on a 
new generation of grammar schools; 
overturning the ban introduced by 
the Tony Blair government prevent¬ 
ing the creation of any more? 

The pro and anti selective brigades 
issued their clarion calls and 
the arguments exploded across 


the national media. 

For the parents and pupils of the 
west Kent town it was the end of a 
lengthy battle to establish a selective 
and end the trek to schools in Ton- 
bridge and Tunbridge Wells. An un¬ 


derstandable demand. 

But the decision was far from per¬ 
fect. Most significantly because it 
would benefit only girls. 

Original efforts for a mixed annexe 
were shot down - a revised bid from a 


girls only grammar for a girls only 
annexe unblocked the problem and 
the green light was given. 

Yet for the boys there was no reso¬ 
lution. And, it seems, there is little 
light on the horizon. 



Hild&n 0a .ks 

Gckool 8 TuArsero) 


We offer exceptional, affordable 
independent education for children from 
three months to 11 years. 


To secure your child's 
future, come and see what 
ties behind the red door. 




VsSc 

m j 

i 


Call 01732 353941 or visit www.hildenoaks.co.uk 

HildenUaks Swzhool 4i Nursery. 3B Ury MMl Park Road, lonbridge. Kent IN10 3HU 


ra JOIN THE ELITE 
JOIN THE GILLS 


tf you’re aged between 16 and 19 
you can turn your into 

and gain a Level 3 

whilst becoming a member of the 
team at Gillingham Football Club, 
Girls Academy, in partnership 
with Canterbury College. 


To register your interest or 
for full: information please 
contact Georgia Bowie, 


COMMUNITY 

TRIFST 
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ry 
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Education for Kent 



Education advisor and former 
headteacher Peter Read says trying to 
force that through may just prove 
mission impossible - not only due to 
the political sensitivities but because 
of the need of a suitable parent school. 

He told us: “Under the current rules 
it’s very difficult to open an annexe, it 
works in Tonbridge and Sevenoaks 
for Weald of Kent as they take stu¬ 


dents from both areas. Invicta Gram¬ 
mar in Maidstone’s application was 
rejected because you’ve got to have 
the same criteria.” 

Invicta was originally selected as 
the parent of the annexe - but as a 
girls’ only grammar its bid for a co-ed 
selective in Sevenoaks was rejected 
by the then education secretary 
Michael Gove. 


It was not, however, ruled out per se. 

And that allowed the Weald of Kent 
in Tonbridge to emerge in its place. 

Before putting forward its propos¬ 
als, it attempted to change its admis¬ 
sions procedure - polling parents over 
whether it should start accepting 
both boys and girls. It was over¬ 
whelmingly rejected, however. 

And it has no plans to push for a 


vote anytime soon. 

Chair of governors at the girls’ 
grammar, David Bower, said: “Fol¬ 
lowing the first rejection we’re not 
planning to change that and KCC 
hasn’t asked us to do: we’ve got 
enough on our plate getting the 
school ready for next year.” 

“To work, the annexe has to have 
the same application criteria running 
under the same rules as the parent 
school,” explains Peter Read. 

“To find a boys' grammar school in 
Sevenoaks is difficult. The legislation 
would have to change in my view, 
and the only people who can make 
that change are the government.” 

Kent County Council, which cham¬ 
pioned the Sevenoaks grammar, re¬ 
mained tight-lipped this week on any 
fresh push for a boys’ school. 

Certainly it would be hard to imagine 
just where it could go geographically. 

The annexe is to be sited on what was 
once the Wildernesse School in Seven¬ 
oaks - a boys’ only high school which 
merged with Bradbourne to create the 
Knole Academy, moving out of its tradi¬ 
tional home in the process. 

With the Weald annexe taking 
over part of the site, free school The 
Trinity School will open its £19m 
new buildings in September. 

Assuming work on the site for the 
annexe goes to plan they will be ac¬ 
cepting their first forms of girls from 
the start of the academic year in Sep¬ 
tember 2017. 

A KCC spokesman said: “Once the 
secretary of state for education ap¬ 
proved the application, opponents 
had three months to object officially 
to her decision. 

“This deadline expired on January 


14. As there were no objections, KCC 
- in cooperation with the Weald of 
Kent Grammar - has been progress¬ 
ing the physical plans so the school 
can open for certain year groups from 
September next year.” 

Sarah Shilling spearheaded the 
campaign for a Sevenoaks grammar. 
But her frustration continues at the 
lack of a boys’ facility. 

She said: “It is exciting to see a 
grammar annexe opening, but at the 
same time it’s ridiculous that we can’t 
just open a new grammar school. 

“Historically, it’s the boys that have 
the greater demand for grammar 
school places in the area, so whilst it’s 
great the girls have one: it’s not really 
where the issue was. 

“There are girls in my youngest 
son’s class who will have that opportu¬ 
nity to go to a local grammar annexe 
while my son might have to travel. It’s 
almost sexual discrimination. 

“I realise grammar schools are un¬ 
popular, but we aren’t asking to roll 
them out across the country. In Kent 
we have grammar schools so we need 
accessibility for students and to cope 
with the lack of school places in the 
existing schools.” 

Traditionally the biggest strain on 
secondary school places comes in the 
west of the county - due mainly to 
their proximity to the London bor¬ 
oughs and neighbouring counties. 

As for the work on the site, so far it 
has yet to begin. 

Chair of governors David Bower dis¬ 
missed the idea of starting the annexe in 
temporary buildings: “We’re all work¬ 
ing hard to meet that deadline for Sep¬ 
tember 2017 and I can imagine work 
will begin in the not to distant future.” 



JOIN THE SWIM 
CADEMY TODAY! 


WE OFFER A VARIETY OF SESSIONS FOR ALL AGES FROM BABIES TO ADULTS! 

Waterbabies Sessions (234 - 36 months) 

The Nursery Lessons (3 - 5 years) 

The Swim School (Stages l - 8) 

Adult and Private Lessons 
Rookie Lifeguard Courses 
Clubs and further learning sessions 


• Sessions for all ages from VA months to adults • 
■ Low cost payment plans available - 


Kingsmead Leisure Centre • (01227) 769818 

Kingsmead Road, Canterbury, Kent, CT2 7PH 

Herons Leisure Centre • (01227) 742102 

William Street, Herne Bay, Kent, CT6 5NX 

Whitstable Swimming Pool • (01227) 772442 

Tower Parade, Whitstable, Kent, CT5 2BJ 



YOUR 

FUTURE IhjvlcTA 

~ CHAMBER 

Of COMMERCE 



Young People in 

Kent need YOUR 
business support 



Kent Invicta Chamber of Commerce are holding 
a series of Your Future events, which are part of 
a government funded national project to deliver a series of 250 events 
attracting 70,000 young people across England. 

These events are for young people aged 14-24 to inspire, enthuse and 
motivate them to think about prospective careers, the employment 
options available to them and to make the most of their remaining time 
in education. 

Kent Invicta Chamber supporting Young People... 
Bridging the Gap between Education and the Workplace 


Contact us for further information 
angela@kentinvictachamber.co.uk 
01233 503838 



#yourfuturekent 
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Improve 

your child’s j 

study skills * 




Kumon’s maths and English study programmes 
work to improve your child’s skills, develop their 
confidence and inspire a passion for learning. 

Contact your local Instructor for a free assessment. 


Ashford North 
01233 664190 

Ashford Park Farm 
01233 885920 

Canterbury 
01227 751503 


Chatham Walderslade 
01634 682760 

Dartford 
01732 760231 

East Mailing 
01732 446456 


Maidstone West 
01622 209730 

Sittingbourne 
01795 439978 


kumQn 


kumon.co.uk 


Fees vary Please refer to your local study centre. 


40 Week ending March 20, 2016 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 






Story of VC hero’s 
courageous last 
stand goes online 

William Cotter received the highest possible honour for his 
bravery during the First World War. Now his story will live on 
for future generations thanks to the National Army Museum 



By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


O NE of the nation’s most 
highly awarded war he¬ 
roes is to be remembered 
almost exactly 100 years 
after his death. 

William Cotter, who grew up near 
Folkestone, was awarded the Victoria 
Cross - the highest military award for 
valour in the face of the enemy - for a 
remarkable act of heroism during the 
First World War. 

He suffered horrific injuries during a 
battle in which he helped fend off a 
German assault. 

But, tragically, he was to ultimately 
die from his injuries just days later. 

And to ensure his bravery lives on, 
his story is to be published online for 
the first time by the National Army 
Museum. 

The museum’s own moving tribute 
to Lance Corporal Cotter also includes 
a remarkable personal letter of condo¬ 
lence from King George V. 

Cotter held his position for two 
hours after having his leg blown off at 
the knee. He died of his injuries almost 
a week later. 



HERO: William Cotter 

Born in Folkestone, he became an 
icon for the town’s history buffs. 

Peter Bamford, from the Folkestone 
and District Local History Society, ex¬ 
plained: “Lance Corporal Cotter thor¬ 
oughly deserved his VC. 

“He showed astonishing courage in 
a way most men just would not have 
been able to function. 

“We all know the horrors of the First 
World War and this man epitomised 
the stories of heroes that came out of 
the conflict. He suffered appalling in¬ 


juries and yet his first thought was for 
the other men under his command. 

“To be able to sustain his strength at 
all in those circumstances is beyond 
belief and for him to then take com¬ 
mand of the situation and organise the 
soldiers around him saving their lives 
is simply astonishing. 

“Most men would like to think they 
could cope under such situations, but 
the truth is only a few genuinely can. 

“And it is for all those reasons that 
Lance Corporal William Richard Cot¬ 
ter has gone down in history as one of 
Britain’s bravest. 

“Being under fire is harrowing 
enough, but to suffer those devastat¬ 
ing injuries and still carry on beggars 
belief. 

“We are proud he came from Folke¬ 
stone and Sandgate and that he has 
been remembered 100 years on, long 
may he be an inspiration to us all to 
battle on and overcome all sorts of ad¬ 
versities.” 

Dr Peter Johnston, collections con¬ 
tent team leader and manager at the 
National Army Museum, added: “This 
story is a dramatic reminder of the 
courage soldiers demonstrated every 
day during the First World War. The 
Victoria Cross is the highest military 
award for bravery so that the King 
himself wrote a letter of condolence to 
Cotter’s family shows just how re¬ 
markable his act of bravery was.” 

The museum said the King’s letter 
and photographs of Cotter are being 
released online for the first time, along 
with Cotter’s story, on the National 
Army Museum’s online portal. 

The museum dug deep into the sol¬ 
der’s history. 

It said his unit went into action in 
March 1916 to capture critical Ger¬ 
man defensive position in France. The 
corporal “cheerily” held his position 
for two hours despite his leg having 
been blown off at the knee, and later, 
on March 28, the London Gazette re¬ 
ported: “There is no doubt that his 
magnificent courage helped greatly to 
save a critical situation.” 

Cotter was the eldest of six sons of 
Richard and Amy Cotter, of Barton 
Cottages, Sandgate. 

His father was Irish and worked as a 
plasterer’s labourer. 

He joined the 1st Battalion The Buffs 
(East Kent Regiment) in 1902 and gave 
his trade as labourer, going on to serve 
in India, Aden, England and Ireland 
before being discharged to the Reserve 
in February 1914. 

However, he ended up with the 6th 
(Service) Battalion The Buffs, part of 
37th Brigade when war started. 

North & West 


He was accepted into the ranks de¬ 
spite having lost sight in his right eye 
following a punch-up in a Dover pub. 
His five younger brothers also signed 
up for the army and navy. 

The details of the incident makes for 
grim reading. 

In details supplied by the museum, 
Lance Corporal Cotter has been in ac¬ 
tion at the Hohenzollern Redoubt, a 
German defensive strongpoint near 
Auchy-les-Mines on the Loos front. 

As the front lines moved to and fro, 
the building had repeatedly swapped 
hands, but in March, possession was, 
incredibly, shared - British on the 
west, Germans the east. 

Parts of the redoubt, including Tri¬ 
angle Crater, gave the Germans an un¬ 
obstructed view into British trenches 
on to which they could direct artillery 
fire and target mining operations. 

It became obvious the Germans 
needed to be moved from his key 
position. 

Cotter’s unit went into action at Tri¬ 
angle Crater on March 5 and were im¬ 
mediately counter-attacked but, with 
the help of their divisional artillery, 
were able to resist. 

The report told of how Cotter made 
his way to the crater unaided despite 
having lost part of his leg and being 
wounded in both arms. He “steadied 
the men... controlled their fire, issued 
orders, and altered the dispositions of 
his men to meet a fresh counter-at¬ 
tack.” 

He held his position for two hours, 
only allowing his wounds to be dressed 
when the attack had died down. 

Although the British troops secured 
most of their gains, subsequent Ger¬ 
man counter-attacks eventually 
forced them back. 

Cotter lived long enough to know 
that he had been successfully recom¬ 
mended for the VC and the medal was 


pinned to his chest while he lay in hos¬ 
pital at Lillers. 

His injuries were just too bad and he 
died on March 14,1916, aged 33 and is 
buried at Lillers Communal Cemetery 
near Bethune. 

Peter Johnston, from the museum, 
added: “This is about the courage ordi¬ 
nary soldiers demonstrated every day 
during the conflict. Despite losing part 
of his leg and suffering injuries to both 
arms, Cotter continued to fight with 
little consideration for his injuries. It 
took 14 hours before he could be 
moved back to safety, and he later died 
in hospital of his wounds. 

“His story, as well as the other letters 
and diaries held in the National Army 
Museum Collection, allows us to wit¬ 
ness these extraordinary stories from 
the Great War through the eyes of the 
soldiers who endured it.” 

Lance Corporal Cotter was one of 159 
soldiers posthumously awarded the Vic¬ 
toria Cross during the First World War, 
for bravery in action and is commemo¬ 
rated on a memorial tablet in the en¬ 
trance lobby of the Chichester Hall, Sand¬ 
gate, and on the village war memorial. 

The museum said: “Such personal 
accounts are being unveiled each 
month in the Soldiers’ Stories series. 
They piece together the development of 
the war from the point of view of those 
directly involved - one hundred years 
from the time that they describe. 

“An interactive global map also fea¬ 
tures on the portal, which geo-tags all 
the major events of the war, as well as 
a timeline to help users piece together 
the development of the conflict and a 
host of learning tools. The website is a 
unique resource that will help commit 
the events of one hundred years ago to 
the country’s national memory in one 
central place.” 

■ The National Army Museum 
website is at www.nam.ac.uk. 
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HONOUR: Letter from King George V to the Cotter’s family 

kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 





















CROs! 

UP TO 80% OFF 


Upholstery - Sofas & Chairs 

Vincent Shepperd "Joe" chair, lloyd loom, including cushion 
Rolf Benz corner sofa group in cream fabric with walnut legs 
^Flu i hu i i.t/ ' ehair a borg CQJ^-lyl odQn frame c l assic iJ i dir~ 


wells 

BEDDING & INTERIORS 

The furniture experts since 1925 

44 High Street,Royal, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
TNI 1XF 
01892 535555 


"Beaulieu"chair in smart blue striped fabric 

Flimolla - "cosy forrr f^one ^yQ<[jQi indium icdinu in cream loat hed 


Bedframes & Headboards 

Grange Consulat king-size "criss cross" bedstead in solid cherrywood 
~Snppr king size lQQcm "\Ai^ 0^0 ! brass classic design headboard- 
Single Belmont headboard 

Bedroom Furniture 

Penshurst corner wardrobe system by Lawrence Walsh 
Penshurst tall boy 
Camden 2 drawer bedside chest 
Stratford two door wardrobe by Lawrence Walsh 
Stratford two door wardrobe with additional shelf unit 

Lounge & Dining Room Furniture 

Skovby M101 modern gate leg table with storage & 2 chairs 
Lloyd loom "Joe" kitchen stool in bright red 

HuLsta Simia media / lounge shelving scheme in ash and white lacquer 
finish complete with integral Lighting a stunning display! 

Grange Directoire classic french round solid cherrywood table & 4 chairs 
Tom Schneider modern glass/walnut table & 6 chairs in suede 

THE BEST BEDS. THE BEST PRICES. GUARANTEED. Plus free delivery and up to 3 years 0% APR free credit! 


was £789 

now £395 

ONLY ONE! 

SAVING! 

50% 

mrrp £8,265 

now £3,995 

ONLY ONE! 

51% 

was £1,244 

now £248 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

was £ 1,465 

now £595 

ONLY ONE! 

59% 

mrrp £2,185now £1,095 each 

ONLY ONE! 

50% 

was £2,598 

now £995 

ONLY ONE! 

60% 

mrrp £2,363 

now £469 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

was £1,595 

now £395 

ONLY ONE! 

75% 

mrrp £138 

now £27 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

mrrp £11,020 

now £4,995 

ONLY ONE! 

55% 

mrrp £1,280 

now £549 

ONLY ONE! 

55% 

mrrp £500 

now £100 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

mrrp £1,695 

now £675 

ONLY ONE! 

60% 

mrrp £2,785 

now £1,095 

ONLY ONE! 

63% 

mrrp £1,817 

now £895 

ONLY ONE! 

50% 

mrrp £495 

now £250 

ONLY ONE! 

50% 

mrrp £7,672 

now £2,995 

ONLY ONE! 

60% 

mrrp £6,121 

now £2,495 

ONLY ONE! 

59% 

mrrp £4,779 

now £2,389 

ONLY ONE! 

50% 
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We are so confident that our extensive 
range of furniture represents the very best 
value for money that in the unlikely event 
of finding an identical product elsewhere 
at a lower price , we PROMISE to match , or 
better any deal on a like-for-like basis , at 
the point of order...even internet offers! 


ALL OF OUR BEDS & FURNITURE 
ARE INCLUDED IN THE BLUE CROSS SALE 

WELLS REYLON BEDS ARE ALL 50% OFF 
VISPRING UP TO 50% OFF 
TEMPUR BEDS UP TO 50% OFF 
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Caught on camera: Unpublished 
photos of The Beatles’ producer 


Following the death of the legendary music producer Sir George Martin, celebrated photographer 
John Stewart Farrier provides Kent on Sunday with a selection of previously unseen photographs 
and his memory of his time back in 1984 in the company of the man known as the 'fifth Beatle’... 




I HAVE really fond memories of 
this encounter with one of my 
musical heroes. An air of magic 
surrounded this master of 
sounds. 

A photographic session usually 
takes around 30 minutes but on this 
occasion the assignment became ex¬ 
ceptional as I was soon to discover. 

Having made my way to the Air Stu¬ 
dios London office for a 10am appoint¬ 
ment, I was met by Sir George Martin’s 
secretary - Shirley. 

With pleasant introductions over, I 
was led into an impressive back room 
office and music room. 

And there was the master of all 
record producers behind his office desk 
- on the phone arranging studio dates 
in his diary. I could not help over-hear¬ 
ing a snippet of the conversation - it 
was with Paul McCartney - I was di¬ 
rected to sit on a brown sofa and then 
discretely opened my camera case, 
taking out the Nikon and simply began 
to photograph George - capturing his 
smiles. 

“So you want to photograph me,” 
were his opening words after putting 
down the phone. “Yes,” I replied. “Well 
you’ve started I see, so let’s go over 
what I do first.” 

Then began one of the most exciting 
photographic sessions I have ever had. 
A complete overture on all about 
George Martin which culminated in: 
“I don’t work behind an office desk so 
let’s go down to the studio.” 

We ended up in Studio One at Air 
Studios and he began talking about 
the recording console process and who 
had been using the studio the previous 
week - Dire Straits. Photographs taken 
by Linda McCartney were hanging 
from the walls of various musicians, 
including Paul - a nice touch to the 
studio atmosphere. 

There was a lovely calmness about 
George that was infectious when you 
met him - you instantly knew ■ 

that he was in control of 
his surroundings and some¬ 
how made you feel very 
welcomed. 

He began talking about 
the constant developments 
within the music business 
and the musicians’ demands 
for new sounds and new ef¬ 
fects for their music each time 
they enter the studio. He ex¬ 
plained: “We are constantly 
creating, to be in front of the 
game, which became evi¬ 
dent when producing The 
Beatles.” 

“What became a defining 
moment with them? ” I asked. 

He replied: “John, there 
were many defining moments 
with those four musicians but eve¬ 
ryone recognises Sergeant Pepper 
as a landmark. It’s all in the sound, 
you know, and that recording is 


still very refreshing to listen to - lovely 
memories for me.” 

And then a smile began to appear on 
George’s face followed by a gentle nod 
of satisfaction, or was it pride? 

After a short while, we agreed to 
break for tea and biscuits to the musi¬ 
cians’ snooker lounge and then he 
talked about the project just completed 
with Paul McCartney - Give My Re¬ 
gards to Broad Street - with all the 
musical challenges that applied to re¬ 
cording - simply magical. 

I glanced at my watch - more than 
four hours had flashed past - only 
three frames left in the camera - no 
more film! I had taken nine rolls dur¬ 
ing the sessions. I arranged to see him 
again to go over the photo proofs to se¬ 
lect the prints required and soon after, 
departed. 

Ten days later I met George again at 
Air Studios with a selection of 12 x 16 
inch photographs for his review and 
final selection. He proceeded to sign all 
the photographs, but one became very 
important to me and it said, “This was 
a special day and this is a happy print 
- thanks from George Martin”. 

The exclusive photographs shown 
here were selected by George and are 
currently in his private collection at 
Air Studios. 
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HERO: Photographer John Stewart Farrier (left) spent some four hours in the company of legendary record producer 
Sir George Martin at his studio in London back in the mid 1980s. 
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Bennett £>Brown 

The furniture experts Since 1925 


BLUE 


UP TO 80% OFF 


Upholstery - Sofas & Chairs 

±arfcet ^S QfcB^^^ather 
Parker Knoll Albany 3 seater power recliner sofa in fabric 
Ekornes Stressless Paradise recliner corner group in cream leather 
Balmoral 3 seater sofa, chair and recliner chair in beige leather 
Tiomcrviller^ Q^ljhQ-teves eat. urca t quality 
Bond large sofa "squidgy comfort" 

Toronto corner group sofa with integral sofa bed & storage! 
Lancaster lift & rise chair 
Lancaster 2 seater sofa 

Lounge & Dining Room Furniture 

tjpld BeiymGftJtel^#=fepwei sideboard. Slight damage 


Content by Conran. Walnut coffee table 

Skovby oiled oak large extending dining table & 4 chairs 

Gola bergen Oval extending table & 4 chairs 

Gola reproduction Mahogany pedestal dining table 4 chairs & 2 carvers 
Corndell Tavistock glass door solid Ash display cabinet 
Cirrus solid oak lamp table 

Beds & Bedroom Furniture 

Pocket 1000 2'6" shallow divan set 
Nolte corner wardrobe system. Fantastic quality 
Myers Leo 4'6" 2 drawer pocket sprung set 
4 * 6 " dCMra ro Q i Q:|reR=== ~ 


San Francisco Bay triple box white wardrobe 

3' clearance mattress 

San Francisco Bay dressing table 


21-24 Windmill Street, 
Gravesend 
Kent 
DA12 IAS 

Living/Dining Tel: 01474 352235 
Beds/Bedroom Tel: 01474 321249 


mrrp £2,068 

now £995 

ONLY ONE! 

SAVING 

50% 

mrrp £2,484 

now £1,235 

ONLY ONE! 

50% 

mrrp £8,946 

now £2995 

ONLY ONE! 

66% 

was £ 6,983 

now £2495 

ONLY ONE! 

64% 

was £5,690 

now £1,125 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

was £1,549 

now £750 

ONLY ONE! 

51% 

was £1,499 

now £695 

ONLY ONE! 

53% 

was £1,434 

now £845 

ONLY ONE! 

41% 

was £1,790 

now £695 

ONLY ONE! 

61% 

was £1,259 

now £199 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

was £499 

now £175 

ONLY ONE! 

64% 

was £3,500 

now £1,195 

ONLY ONE! 

65% 

was £2,505 

now £1,195 

ONLY ONE! 

52% 

was £3,840 

now £1,875 

ONLY ONE! 

51% 

was £885 

now £350 

ONLY ONE! 

60% 

was £462 

now £85 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

was £599 

now £199 

ONLY ONE! 

65% 

was £2,916 

now £999 

ONLY ONE! 

65% 

was £849 

now £165 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

was £289 

now £90 

ONLY ONE! 

68% 

was £199 

now £60 

ONLY ONE! 

68% 

was £1,295 

now £250 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

was £799 

now £159 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 
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We are so confident that our extensive 
range of furniture represents the very best 
value for money that in the unlikely event 
of finding an identical product elsewhere 
at a lower price , we PROMISE to match , or 
better any deal on a like-for-like basis , at 
the point of order...even internet offers! 


ALL OF OUR BEDS & FURNITURE 
ARE INCLUDED IN THE BLUE CROSS SALE 

WELLS REYLON BEDS ARE ALL 50% OFF 
VISPRING UP TO 50% OFF 
TEMPUR BEDS UP TO 50% OFF 
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ANTHEMS: Katie Paine said that there is ‘something for everyone’ in the show 
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Molly Kersey-Law spoke to performer Katie Paine about her role in the show... 


» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 


Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


A MUSICAL show will be 
bringing a number of 
‘foot-stomping’ rock 
anthems to Bromley 
next month. 

One Night of Rock features the 
music of iconic artists such as The 
Rolling Stones, Bon Jovi, Aero- 
smith, Queen, Led Zeppelin and 
Guns n Roses. 

Some 48 songs are included in 
the show, with renditions of Born to 
be Wild, Walk This Way, Layla and 
(I Can’t Get No) Satisfaction. 

Show producer Michael Taylor 
explained: “One Night of Rock will 
have music fans rocking in the 
aisles as it takes them on a two- 
hour trip back in time to the glory 
days of live rock anthems.” 

Katie Paine will be performing in 
the show. 

She said: “We start rocking right 
from the word go. The first act goes 


through a little eighties rock sec¬ 
tion and the second act is a little 
more about rock ballads. 

“There are four vocalists, two 
male and two female. We are the 
only voices on stage and we have a 
band behind us called Joan ov Arc - 
they are an all-female band.” 

As well as singing a number of 
ensemble pieces, Ms Paine also has 
the chance to perform some solos in 
the show. 

“I get to sing fabulous songs in 
act two. I sing Total Eclipse of the 
Heart by Bonnie Tyler. It’s great to 
sing and I get very emotional with 
it. It’s just a brilliant track, particu¬ 
larly with the band behind you,” 
she explained. 

“I sing Sweet Child of Mine. The 
audience jump on their feet and 
dance with me and I feel like a little 
bit of a rock star. 

“Towards the end we sing Bohe¬ 


mian Rhapsody and that’s very spe¬ 
cial.” 

And she added that many people 
would enjoy what the production 
had to offer. 

“I think there’s something for 
everyone,” she explained. 

“There are certain songs like Eye 
of the Tiger and Satisfaction and 
Jump. We don’t do all of them, we do 
snippets of them. 

“As soon as they come on you 
know that the audience are with 
you all the way, there’s the immedi¬ 
ate response of ‘oh I love this one’. 

“It’s very, very upbeat. 

“You will definitely be on your 
feet dancing by the end and singing 
along.” 

Ms Paine knew that she wanted 
to perform from a very young age. 

“I used to sing around the living 
room, myself and my sister would 
put on shows and used to perform 


them on Boxing Day with my 
younger cousins,” she said. 

“After drama school I knew I 
wanted to do it seriously, 

“I did a couple of cruise ship jobs 
and some theatre. 

“My dream was to perform in the 
West End and I was in We Will Rock 
You -1 was in the last cast and in it 
until it closed.” 

One Night of Rock will be per¬ 
formed at the Churchill Theatre on 
April 21. 

“This is our first time in Bromley. 
We do a lot of gigs up north, it’s nice 
to come back south,” said Ms Paine. 

The performance will be starting 
at 7.30pm. 

Tickets are £25.50 or £23.50 
with concessions. 

For more information or to book 
you can visit www.churchillthea- 
tre.co.uk or alternatively call the 
box office on 0203 285 6000. 
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Can Dental 
Implants make 
you walk tall? 

We believe the answer is Yes... Hear Mike’s story to see how 
his confidence improved after having dental implants...! 


We seem to have accepted the gradual 
loss of our teeth as a natural part of 
growing old. The same could be said 
for getting a denture...that’s the next 
stage, isn’t it? Just because our parents 
and grandparents settled for early 
tooth loss and a plastic denture does 
not mean we have too? 

Meet The Expert 

Pieter Claassen BChD, MsC (implant 
Dentistry) has joined Hanover House 
Pieter (pictured) completed his 
Masters in dental implants from 
Warwick University, with merit, and 
has been doing dental implants for 
over 12 years now. Having qualified as 
a dentist in 1999, Pieter has experience 
in a vast range of dental treatments, 
and is still passionate about delivering 
life-transforming dental implants. 



Mike’s Story 

Mike Jones from Kent is a typical 
example. He is a teacher at a very 
prestigious boys’ school. Working 
with children requires an iron will 
and you can’t afford to leave any 
weaknesses open for teasing. 

Over the years, through no fault of 
his own, Mike lost many teeth having 
each one added to his denture. With 
each tooth that was lost so was the 
bone lost around the natural tooth. . 
Mike was looking for a new solution; 
he didn’t want to wear a denture! He 
visited his local dentist to enquire 
about dental implants and was 
referred to a London training hospital 
for an assessment. The hospital 
concluded that Mike has lost so much 
bone that he would not be a suitable 
candidate for dental implants. This 
was a real low point for Mike, he 
was destined to live a life wearing ill- 
fitting dentures that caused pain and 
discomfort and looked unsightly too. 

Loss Of Courage 

Tooth loss causes people to change 
what they eat, basing their choices 
around soups or other soft foods. 
Whatever food they chose invariably 
ends up under the dentures and can 
irritate the gums unless it is cleaned 
shortly after eating which can lead to 
awkward, embarrassing moments. In 
some cases people stop living, they 
stop dating because of the fear that 
a new partner will find out that they 
wear a denture. This has a huge effect 
on social lives and confidence often 
leading to depression. 

It’s A Success 

He started to re-arrange the layout of 
his classroom so that the desks were 


further away from him when he was 
teaching. 

His confidence was at an all time low, 
it had even started to effect his posture, 
so much that he started hunching over. 
Years later he made an appointment 
to see a new dentist, Dr Pieter 
Claassen, at Hanover House Dental. 
Dr Claassen took one look at Mike’s 
dentures and said something Mike 
had been waiting to hear for years, I 
have a solution! Pieter believed there 
was still enough bone to allow dental 
implant placement.. Mike had a 3D 
X-ray taken of both his jaws. The 
X-ray was imported into specialist 
software which Pieter used to simulate 
implant placement. Good news: there 
was enough bone available. 

Mike underwent the simple procedure 
of dental implant placement. The 
implants were placed which now 
holds the denture in place so it doesn’t 
move, he can eat and it will never fall 
out! Teeth in one day! 

Approximately three-months after the 
placement, impressions will be taken 
for the new teeth to be constructed and 
securely fitted to the new implants. 

Common Problems For Denture 
Wearers 

• Not being able to eat what you want 

• Having to use fixative several times 
a day which is difficult to remove 
from your denture 

• Your confidence has dropped 

• You don’t enjoy food anymore 
because of the denture covering the 
roof of your mouth 

• You find yourself talking with your 
hand in front of your mouth to either 
stop a loose denture from moving or 
to hide an embarrassing gap 



Hanover House 

C Al M 4 C.f Mfl I Df MmtBV 


• When did you last smile? 

• You no longer join in for photos or 
when you do you stand at the back 

Dreams Come True 

During the treatment, Pieter 
commented to his nurse that Mike 
would regain so much confidence that 
he will start to walk taller. 

During one of his review appointments, 
Mike coincidentally said he feels so 
much taller now. 

His new teeth have breed a new 
confidence that has encouraged him 
to take up his dream of learning 
Spanish. Mike studied the language in 
Spain for three months in an intimate 
classroom environment. 

Fixed non-removable teeth are also an 
option for those in Mike’s position. 
This enriching experience 
prompted Pieter to develop a 
challenge: If you cannot eat a 
piece of steak after completing 
your prescribed dental implant 
programme, your treatment is free! 
For More Information 
www.painlessdentalimplants.co.uk 

Cali 01732 807590 
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Blues guitarist Will Johns is set 
to perform at Astor Theatre 


Jazz trio due in Sevenoaks 


JAZZ and swing trio Hot Club of 
Cowtown will perform at the 
Stag Community Arts Centre, 
Sevenoaks, on April 17. 

The show starts at 7.30pm 
and tickets are £20. 

Call 01732 450175 to book. 




by Molly Kersey-Law 

moLly.kersey-Law@archant.co.uk 


D istinctive blues gui¬ 
tarist and singer Will 
Johns will be perform¬ 
ing in Deal during his 
tour of the UK. 

The tour coincides with the re¬ 
lease of his third album - Some¬ 
thing Old, Something New, which 
comes out on April 15. 

“Eve tried to do something like it 
says on the tin,” he explained. 

“There’s a track on there that’s 
definitely a borrowed one, there’s 
some songs from right at the be¬ 
ginning and then there’s some 
new songs from over the last year 
or so.” 

Mr Johns has a strong musical 
background, teaching himself 
how to play the guitar when he 
was 15 years old. 

His father is renowned record 
producer Andy Johns and his un¬ 
cle is singer Eric Clapton, who is 
well-known for iconic hits such as 
Layla and Tears In Heaven. 

Mr Johns said that his family 
members had had a positive influ¬ 
ence on him. 

“Growing up my parents, my 
mum especially, had a great tape 


collection,” he said. 

“I taught myself to play by 
putting on those tapes and playing 
guitar to those records. I definitely 
taught myself by ear.” 

And he was encouraged and 
supported by his influential uncle. 

“It was really amazing,” he said. 

“Especially during my first gig at 
school, when we were raising 
money for charity. 

“All of a sudden this great big 


Marshall amp appeared. It was one 
of his and he’d sent it over so that 
we could do the concert.” 

Mr Johns knew he wanted to 
pursue a career in music from a 
young age. 

“I went to college in Oxford and 
did a performing arts course. 

“I think I have always been a bit 
of a show off, I knew I wanted to 
perform one way or another.” 

He released his first solo album - 


Count On Me - in 2008 and Hooks 
and Lines in 2012. 

Mr Johns will be performing at 
the Astor Theatre on Thursday 
(March 24). 

The show will start at 8pm and 
tickets are £15. 

For further details or to book you 
can visit www.theastor.org. 

For more information about Mr 
Johns’ music visit www.willjohns. 
sdclients.net. 


Exposing the latest scams 


JAMES Freedman will be bringing his show, 
Man of Steal, to the Theatre Royal Margate. 

He will be exposing how criminals carry out 
scams and the ways to avoid them. 

The performance will take place on June 30 
at 7.30pm. 

Call 01843 292795 to book. 


Hit musical in Dartford 

MUSICAL Priscilla Queen of 
the Desert will be at the 
Orchard Theatre, Dartford, 
from April 25 to 30. 

Performances will take place 
at 2.30pm and 7.30pm. 

Call 01322 220000 to book. 



Mister Maker is on stage 

CHILDREN’S TV star Phil Gallagher will be 
bringing his live stage show - Mister Maker and 
the Shapes - to the Marlowe Theatre, Canter¬ 
bury, on April 8 and 9. 

The show features songs and a big ‘make’ to 
join in with. 

For details or to book call 01227 787787. 



IT'S EASTER TIME 


at St George’s Shopping Centre Gravesend. 

Visit us this Easter. 19th to 26th March 2016. 

The heart of Gravesend. The heart of your family. 

Jelly Bean cart and Candy Floss stall on 1st April from 10.30am - 4pm 
Free giveaways for all the family!! 

stgeorgescentre.co.uk GO Like and follow us for offers and events. 


_ KITCHEN _ 

CANDY SHEPHERD> 

DESIGNER LTD 


SUPPLIERS AND INSTALLERS OF QUALITY: 

• Kitchens 

• Bedrooms 

• Bathrooms 

Tel/Fax 01634 379423 

www. andyshepherdkitchens. co. uk 




Fair Truitt 
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ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 
8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 
01732 456196 • 07788878857 
email: sue.camichael @ btinternet.com 

To advertise in this section 

©01233 653465 
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VVAjv GON 
«#HALE 


7th - 13th March 

British Pie Week 


We re celebrating 
British Pie Week 

2 for 1 on all of our 
tasty homemade pies 
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Abi Zakarian's production 


ABI Zakarian’s new play Fabric 
will be performed at the 
Theatre Royal Margate on July 
2 at 7.30pm. 

Tickets are £12 or £10 with 
concessions. 

Call 01843 292795 to book. 



Mix of theatre and a game 


THE Money - described as a ‘cross between a 
game and a theatrical performance’ - will be at 
the Folkestone Quarterhouse on April 23. 

Audience members can choose to become 
either a ‘benefactor’ or a ‘silent witness’. 

The show starts at 5pm. 

Call 01303 760750 for more details. 


Hits of the 80s in show 


SHOW 80s Mania will be 
making its way to the Orchard 
Theatre, Dartford, on May 6. 

It features 25 songs from 
performers such as Kim Wilde, 
Madonna, and Madness. 

Call 01322 220000 to book. 



Ramblin' Man Fair's acts 

THREE more bands have been added to this 
year’s Ramblin’ Man Fair line-up. 

Returning for its second year, the festival 
takes place in Mote Park from July 23 to 24. 

Family, The Answer and Whiskey Myers are 
the latest acts to have been announced. 

Visit www.ramblinmanfair.com for details. 


Renowned magicians 
prepare to wow crowds 



By Molly Kersey-Law 

moUy.kersey-Law@archant.co.uk 


F IVE renowned illusion¬ 
ists will be taking to the 
stage in show Champi¬ 
ons of Magic. 

The production will 
be making its way to Tunbridge 
Wells. It features mind reader Alex 
McAleer, Edward Hislum, who will 
be using live doves in his act, Fay 
Presto and double act Young and 
Strange. 

Young and Strange is made up 
of Richard Young and Sam 
Strange. 

Speaking about the upcoming 
show, Mr Young explained: “We 
are bringing something very, very 
special to Kent. This magic show 
has a bit of everything. 

“There’s five magicians who are 
all very different and we all 
perform different types of magic. 

“We do big, large scale stage 
illusions. We have a 10ft high 
industrial fan which spins at over 
70mph, like a big jet turbine, and 
we attempt to walk through it 
when the blades are spinning at 
full speed, hopefully without being 
cut to shreds. 


“There are some really thrilling, 
dangerous illusions.” 

The pair met at the age of eight 
and they have remained friends 
ever since. 

“We have known each other 
since we were kids, we grew up 
together,” said Mr Young. 

“It’s gone from one thing to 
another. We always had a real 
appetite for big and spectacular 
magic tricks like you see in Las 
Vegas,” he added. 

One of their tricks involves a 
cardboard box - one of them gets 


inside and the other pushes sharp 
objects through it. 

“We have been doing it since we 
were younger because we didn’t 
have any money, and it’s still in 
the show now,” he said. 

The performance will be taking 
place at the Assembly Hall Theatre 
on March 26. 

Tickets are £21 for adults or 
£16.50 for children. 

For more information or to book 
tickets to the show call the box 
office on 01892 530613 or visit 
www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk. 


MAGIC: Alex McAleer 


ILLUSIONS: Edward Hislum 
uses live doves in his act 





Stonecraft 

Paving Centre 


“Beautiful Gardens Set 

in Stone” 



The Largest Indoor 


20% off 


50mm 

Driveway 

Pavers £100 

P er pack inc. VAT. 

AH Colours. 


Buy Direct from the manufacturer 


Most of our centres have beautiful landscaped gardens designed to 
inspire you. Stonecraft Paving can offer you everything you need to 
create your ideal patio or driveway. We offer quality products with 
huge savings. Visit our centres and compare our prices with 
other leading outlets. 

Medway City Estate, Whitewall Road, Strood, Kent ME2 4EW 
Tel: 01634 724667 Fax: 01634 729907 www.stonecraftpaving.co.uk 
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Wealden Hall 

London Road, Larkfield, 

Kent, ME20 6DE 

Telephone: 

01732 840259 

wealdenhall.larkfield@greeneking.co.uk 
Cut this out to receive a 

Free Bottle ofWine 

when two dine 
from our main menu 

throughout March. 

All day, every day 

Ts and Cs apply. 


Broome Park Golf Club I Barham, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT4 6QX 


HALF PRICE 
GREEN FEES 

I Monday Wednesday Friday After 10:30 
| Please ring the Pro Shop for availability 

01227 831126 


Contact us on 01227 830728 
or see website for further details 

www.broomepark.co.uk 


Text BROOME to 67000 
for a chance to WIN a 
round of golf 
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lack Garratt isn't nhase-d bv criticism of aonas 


The multi-instrumentalist has had a very busy schedule since he released his debut album Phase.... 


ULTI-INSTRUMEN- 
TALIST and songwrit¬ 
er Jack Garratt’s diary 
is the stuff of night¬ 
mares. 

That’s, of course, if the thing that 
keeps you up at night is the thought of 
hundreds of scheduled events, gigs 
and promotional activity for your re¬ 
cently released debut album, which 
in Mr Garratt’s case, is called Phase. 

It’s so full-on right now, the 
24-year-old has stopped looking at 
his calendar and relies on other peo¬ 
ple getting him where he needs to be. 

“I don’t know what’s happening 
from one day to the next, but at the 
moment, there’s nothing that I don’t 
like doing, and I trust everyone im¬ 
plicitly. I’ve had the same team 


around me for the past four years, 
and they know if something is going 
to be good for me.” 

He added: “Talking to people and 
promoting my album is a huge part of 
my existence at the moment, and I do 
like that. Ultimately, I just try to avoid 
talking to people about my face.” 

It’s not Mr Garratt’s face people 
want to talk about, but the trend-set- 
ting prizes he’s won in the run-up to 
the release of his debut album. 

Last year he won the BRITs critics’ 
choice award and a month or so later, 
it was revealed he had also topped the 
BBC’s annual Sound Of poll. Increas¬ 
ingly in recent years, the prizes have 
come under fire for granting what 
looks like preordained success. 

Mr Garratt, who is also signed to a 



MUSICAL: Jack Garrett’s album 
features many different genres 


major record label, has something to 
say about such criticism. 

“I’ve read some reviews, and they 
all go on about these awards, and the 
fact I’m signed to Island, but some 
writers appear to have done no re¬ 
search whatsoever,” he says. 

When he was 14, he entered a song 
he’d written into the Junior Eurovi¬ 
sion Song Contest, and was selected 
to take part in the competition in Bel¬ 
gium. Things didn’t quite go to plan, 
with his song The Girl finishing bot¬ 
tom in the eight-song contest. 

Mr Garratt believes it kick-started 
his career and, as he believes he en¬ 
tered the contest for the attention 
rather than a love of music, made him 
focus on what was important. After 
that he recorded an album but with 


the help of what he calls a “big break¬ 
up”, re-evaluated his life plans and 
decided not to go to university to 
study teaching, but moved to London 
to pursue music instead. 

That was four years ago, when Gar¬ 
ratt started writing the music that 
makes up his debut album, which 
swishes from genre to genre, acoustic 
songwriter one minute, dubstep 
drops the next. 

“People say I move around all over 
the place with genres, but I’ve never 
really thought about it like that,” he 
says.“I just write the music that I like. 
I love pancakes, but I wouldn’t want 
them to be the only thing I ate. So 
why stick to one style of music when 
there’s so much to be explored?” 

Phase is available to buy now. 



Error 404 in Margate 

DANIEL Bye’s play Error 404 will be 
performed at the Theatre Royal 
Margate on June 2 at 2pm. 

It tells the story of a boy whose best friend 
died in a terrible accident. 

When his mum brings home a parcel, 
things start to get a bit strange. 

Tickets are £10 or £8 with concessions. 

Visit www.theatreroyalmargate.com for 
more details or to book. 


The hits of the greats 

I MUSICAL show Magic of Motown will 
be performed at the Churchill Theatre, 
Bromley, on May 8. 

The show features the hits of artists such as 
Stevie Wonder, Marvin Gaye, Dianna Ross 
and Lionel Richie. 

The performance will be starting at 
7.30pm. 

For further information, or to book, visit 
www.churchilltheatre .co ,uk. 


A festival for cyclists 

THE Freewheel Pub and Cycling Cafe 
in Graveney will be holding a festival. 

The event will begin on March 26 at 9 am 
with a bike jumble. 

A number of cycling films, including 
documentary Bicycle, will be shown in the 
workshop from 7.30pm on March 26 and 27. 

For more details or to book a pitch in the 
bike jumble, you can visit www.thefree- 
wheel.pub or call 01795 538143. 


Young ‘Uns on stage 

AWARD-WINNING folk band The 
Young ‘Uns will be performing at the 
Marlowe Studio, Canterbury. 

The band won best group at the BBC Radio 
Folk awards last year. 

They will be performing their musical 
show - Three For Till - on April 25. 

The performance starts at 8pm. 

For more information or to book tickets to 
the show call the box office on 01227 787787. 
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EASY WAYS TO ORDER: 


www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/LMM16X1C 8 0844 848 4223 quote lmmi6xic 


* WHERE YOU LIVE 

Discover the county's towns and villages 

* TOP PROPERTY 

All the best in the county 

* PART OF THE COMMUNITY 

Meet local people worth celebrating 

* OUT & ABOUT 

Pictures from social events 

* HOME STYLE 

Gardening and interiors inspiration 

Linesare open fem'9.30piilto Fri 8am 4pm Sat 6T calls to 0844 costfio more titan 5p/mm, calls 
from mobiles usually cost more, i Savings are based jjnpfAvifBnee and Direct Debit Is a UK 
Oriy offer *After your first term print subscription rates continijfiiia SAVllllfiSof 35% every 6 months 
by Direct Debt Digital subscriptions continue at £17.99 by annual Direct Debit Please call +44 (0)1858 
438840 for overseas delivery rates. Offer ends 31/12/16 


Each issue brings you great features on the 
people, places, food and drink, and events 
that make life in your local area special 


Try 6 issues for £6 by Direct 
Debit and SAVE up to 70%* 

Or subscribe by credit/debit card and get 
12 issues for £30.15 - SAVING 25% 
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Find Western Australia's treasure 


TRAVEL REVIEW: Australia 

by Sarah Marshall 


L istening to calcified cor¬ 
al cracking underfoot, I 
can almost hear the fragile 
cries of lost souls buried 
metres below me. 

Nearly four centuries ago, 126 
men, women and children were mas¬ 
sacred during one of the most blood¬ 
thirsty episodes in Australia’s mari¬ 
time history, and many of their bodies 
were laid to rest here, on Beacon 
Island. 

A local fisherman, Chook, tells me 
he once spent the night on this “is¬ 
land of angry ghosts”, awaking to the 
sound of panic-stricken, squawking 
seabirds. 

For now, the windswept, barren 
coral mound is calm, although a 
fringe of blood-red fish spawn along 
the shoreline unintentionally nods to 
a sinister past. 

It’s not an obvious sightseeing at¬ 
traction, or even one that’s easy to 
reach, but I’m visiting as part of a 
small cruise through the relatively 
unknown Abrolhos Islands. 

This archipelago of 122 coral and 
limestone islands strung along the 
world’s most southerly reef system, 
60km offshore from west coast town 
Geraldton, welcomes only a handful 
of tourists each year, yet it occupies 
an important place in Australia’s 
history. 

In 1629, the Dutch merchant vessel 
Batavia shipwrecked after hitting 
Morning Reef, which sailors had mis¬ 
taken for “moonshine on the water”. 

Of the 322 passengers on board, 
most managed to swim to shore, al¬ 
though a mutiny reminiscent of Lord 
Of The Flies ensued. 

Hero Wiebbe Hayes eventually re¬ 
claimed peace, and the stone forts he 
erected on West Wallabi Island are 
considered to be the first European 





CRUISE: The Abrolhos Islands in Western Australia 


buildings on Australian soil. 

Providing tidal conditions are fa¬ 
vourable, tourists can snorkel or dive 
the Batavia shipwreck, although up 
until recently, it’s only been possible 
to reach with expensive charters or 
by hitching a ride with a fisherman. 

A crayfishing industry developed 
here in the 1920s, with settlements 
springing up over the course of subse¬ 
quent decades. 

But communities collapsed when a 


quota system was introduced in 
2010, meaning it was no longer feasi¬ 
ble to fish for more than a few months 
a year. 

Jay Cox, 54, lived on Rat Island for 
14 years with his wife, Sonia, and 
their children. 

He’s since swapped crayfishing for 
tourism, and purchased the Eco Ab¬ 
rolhos six years ago, after seeing it for 
sale in a magazine. 

The 38-passenger ship, which for¬ 


merly operated in the Whitsundays, 
becomes my cosy home for the next 
five days. I’m joined on board by a 
group of 15 hardy, nature-loving 
Australians, mainly retirees escap¬ 
ing the east coast winter on long car¬ 
avanning trips. 

During our bumpy four-hour sail¬ 
ing from Geraldton, I hear about a 
70-year-old vet’s attempts to reintro¬ 
duce a rare breed of pheasant to New 
South Wales, and learn how one cou- 


TRAVEL FACTS 


SARAH Marshall was a guest 
of Western Australia. 

You can visit www. wester- 
naustralia.com for further 
details. 

A five-day cruise with Eco 
Abrolhos costs £1,135 per 
person including food and 
tours. 

A three-day cruise is £681. 

For more informantion you 
can, visit www.ecoabrolhos. 
com.au. 


pie manage to survive for six months 
a year camping on a beach with just a 
couple of fishing rods and a biode¬ 
gradable toilet. 

All the while, I’m distracted by mi¬ 
gratory humpbacks breaching on the 
horizon. 

Lying in the stream of the Leeuwin 
Current, the Abrolhos Islands are 
surrounded by a mixture of tropical 
and temperate waters making condi¬ 
tions extremely favourable for marine 
wildlife and a healthy coral reef. 

Belts of turquoise and indigo wrap 
around the islands, melting into each 
other like butter in a pan. 

Using the gentle current to carry 
me, I drift snorkel off the shores of 
Wooded Island, admiring some of the 
100 different types of coral found 
here. Clownfish eyeball me suspi¬ 
ciously from beneath the writhing 
tendrils of blue-tipped anemones, as I 
float below a rooftop of large plate cor¬ 
als. Those who prefer not to get wet 
take a scenic trip in glass bottom 
boat, the King Diver, while others fish 
for squid. 

That evening, Chook and Jay’s son, 
Bronson, fillet snapper and coral 
trout for dinner as the watery silhou¬ 
ettes of salivating reef sharks gather 
around the boat. 


Film Reviews by Damon Smith 




10 CLOVERFIELD LANE 

(15, 103 mins) Thriller 

TWO’S company, three’s a 
paranoia-riddled crowd in 10 
Cloverfield Lane, a thrilling 
companion piece to the 2008 found 
footage sci-fi Cloverfield, which 
witnessed an otherworldly attack 
on New York City through the lens 


of a resident’s camcorder. 

The monsters in Dan Trachten¬ 
berg’s suffocating three-hander are 
distinctly human but no less 
terrifying, driven to acts of violence 
and barbarity in the name of 
self-preservation. 

“People are strange creatures. 
You can’t always convince them 
that safety is in their best interest,” 
pointedly muses one of the 
protagonists. 

Josh Campbell, Matt Stuecken 
and Damien Chazelle’s deliciously 
ambiguous script keeps us 
guessing about where that safety 
might be, constantly shifting the 
balance of power between 
characters whose ulterior motives 
are shrouded in mystery. 

Every time we think we have a 
grasp on the slippery narrative, the 
film pulls another rug from under 
us, flinging us into a mire of 
nerve-jangling confusion. 

The less you know about 


Trachtenberg’s picture before the 
lights dim, the better. 

In an affectionate nod to Hitch¬ 
cock’s Psycho, the director cranks 
up the tension with opening shots of 
a young woman, Michelle, driving 
away from her old life in the city. 

She stops for petrol and takes a 
pleading telephone call from her 
boyfriend Ben shortly before her 
car spins out of control and 
plummets down a bank. 

She regains consciousness in an 
underground bunker, at the mercy 
of a survivalist called Howard 
Stambler. 

As she regains her strength, 
Michelle learns that Howard saved 
her and his neighbour Emmett 
shortly before a devastating global 
attack rendered the surface of the 
Earth uninhabitable. 

The trio are safely cocooned 
within an airtight bunker, 40 feet 
below the polluted surface without 
any telephone signal, until the air is 


breathable again. 

The survivors have water, food 
and electricity thanks to Howard’s 
ingenuity and immaculate forward 
planning, and make the best of a 
hellish situation. 

However, Michelle isn’t sure if 
she can trust everything that 
Howard tells her. 

10 Cloverfield Lane is a polished 
masterclass in suggestion that 


sends chills down the spine with 
unsettling regularly. 

John Goodman is genuinely 
creepy as the conspiracy theorist 
who doesn’t tolerate defiance of his 
rules in his underground lair. Mary 
Elizabeth Winstead, and John 
Gallagher Jr are equally strong as 
discombobulated house guests, 
who harbour secrets that could 
destroy them or set them free. 
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CREATIVE: There are a number of ways to get children involved with nature 





g gardening is chid spay 


By Hannah Stephenson 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


T HE Easter holidays are 
upon us and there’s no bet¬ 
ter time than spring to en¬ 
gage the kids with garden¬ 
ing projects, or take them 
to outdoor places which will both in¬ 
spire and delight them. 

It’s surely time to redress the bal¬ 
ance of children’s lack of connection 
with nature. Some 12 per cent of chil¬ 
dren in England have not visited a 
park, forest, garden or any other nat¬ 
ural environment for at least 12 
months, according to a new Govern¬ 
ment study. 

Visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk to 
have a look at Easter events taking 
place with the National Trust, wheth¬ 
er it’s an Easter egg hunt, crafts, 
cookery or bushcraft skills. 

Four RHS gardens will also be 
holding a range of events, from Lindt 
Gold Bunny hunts and spring T-Spy’ 
- a journey around the garden look¬ 
ing for spring plants, animals and 
equipment - to themed storytelling 
and birds of prey displays. 

Visit www.rhs.org.uk for details. 
But you can also sort out simple 
projects in your own garden, says 
Matthew Appleby, deputy editor at 
Horticulture Week, author, garden 
blogger and father-of-two, who is 
concerned that children are losing 
touch with nature. 

“I see a ‘disconnect’ between chil¬ 
dren and nature - largely due to the 
rise of the internet,” he says. 

“A poll by Persil found that more 
than half of parents encourage their 
children to avoid messy activities 


such as gardening and baking. One 
in three children say that they did not 
like getting dirty, their preferred ac¬ 
tivities being television-watching 
and playing on video games.” 

Some companies have made in¬ 
roads into tempting youngsters into 
the garden with their child-friendly 
products. 

Seed Pantry, for instance, has 


launched a new Children’s Me Seeds 
Starter Kit, containing seeds to grow 
cress, sunflowers, pumpkins and 
sweetcorn, as well as all the compost 
discs, pots and labels you need to get 
started. 

The starter kits are priced at £12.50 
and they are available to buy from 
www.seedpantry.co.uk. 

Attractive children’s tools and 


clothing have also made their mark, 
with companies such as Briers pro¬ 
viding everything children might 
need for their garden adventures. 

For more information you can visit 
them at www.briersltd.co.uk. 

There’s also plenty of ideas for chil¬ 
dren’s projects in Appleby’s latest 
book, The Children’s Garden. 

These include creating a miniature 


garden using an old washing up bowl 
or litter tray with some drainage 
holes in the bottom. 

Children can use their own toys 
such as dolls, dinosaurs or fairies, to 
give them a sense of ownership. 

The Children’s Garden: Loads Of 
Things to Make & Grow by Matthew 
Appleby, is published by Frances Lin¬ 
coln, priced £14.99. 


Wiltshire Farm Foods make ouer 
150 meals that are gluten-free, 
hassle free and deliuered free. 



Gluten-Free Menu Pack for only £24.95 


7 main courses: Braised Beef in Rich Sauce, 
Roast Pork uiitti Cider & Apple Grauy, Diced 
Beef Chilli, Chicken Korma, Salmon & Broccoli 
Supreme, Chicken & Vegetable Casserole, 
Butternut Squash and Butterbean Stem 

ORDER CODE: GF11 
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You’d struggle to find just one gluten-free meal on your auerage restaurant menu 
- uihereas you’ll find ouer 150 on ours. That's real choice and real conuenience. 

From Diced Beef Chilli to Rice Pudding, each dish is made using tasty ingredients 
that are perfectly cooked then quick-frozen to lock the goodness in. Order your 
special Gluten-Free Menu Pack and taste some of the great meals on offer. 

AIL auaiiable no-contract, no-commitment and uuith free deliuery. Just order 
uuhat you uiant, uuhen you uuant. 


Cali us today or go online for your FREE brochure 

01227 774 999 

miltshirefarmfoods.com 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Send car haters 
to garden city 


READING your article on the new 
Ebbsfleet Garden City [KOS 06.03] 
being an ‘active transport’ city was 
interesting. 

Let us hope that developers and 
councillors prove that they have 
the courage of their convictions 
and only build cycle paths and ban 
any vehicular road access. 

This is what all government, 
county as well as local council 
planning documents promote, in 
other words, ‘walking and cycling’ 
and demonising anybody that 
chooses to drive. 

The really great thing about this 
is that all those anti-car zealots 
that constantly bombard this paper 
and the rest of the media with their 
rhetoric, can now, shut-up and go 
and live there! 

This will include, MPs, council¬ 
lors, anti-car groups masquerading 
as charities like Roadpeace, Brake, 
20’s Plenty etc and numerous 
taxpayer funded cycling groups. 
They can all go and live in this 
cycling/public transport nirvana 
that they think is so wonderful. 

This will leave the rest of us 
non-Nimby pro drivers, to use 
roads without further hindrance, 
of endless traffic calming, Edward¬ 
ian speed limits, have more 
parking provision and all the other 
things they insist upon and use the 
roads for what they were made for, 
in other words the transport of 
goods and people. 

Terry Hudson, 

Whitstable 

Brexit backers 
not distorting 

SO, according to Martin Roche of 
Canterbury, it’s the so called ‘EU 
quitters’ who are ‘happy to 
fabricate and distort’ and in an 
endeavour to bolster his 
threadbare argument, he uses the 
fact that Boris Johnson said the 
chief executive of the British 
Chamber of Commerce had been 
suspended and gagged because of 
his views. 

Whether or not Boris Johnson 
was right or wrong in his asser¬ 
tion, he was expressing what he 
believed to be the case. 

He didn’t ‘fabricate’ or ‘distort’ 
anything. 

It is not the ‘leave group’ that is 
engaging in the utterly negative 
‘project fear’. 

Hardly a day has gone by so far 
without someone from the ‘remain 
outfit’ coming up with yet another 
‘Doomsday scenario’ that they 
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KCC needs to move 
over for unitaries 


THANET Greens welcome the 
emerging debate about the future 
of Kent County Council [KoS 
06.03]. 

In collaboration with 
community organisations, 
residents and business groups, 
and other political parties, we will 
play a full and active role in 
developing ideas for a new system 
of government in Kent which 
might ultimately replace KCC. 

For many years, we have 
argued that KCC is too large and 
unwieldy and lacks any real 
connection and accountability to 
the people it serves. We believe 
that local government should, by 
definition, be based as close to its 
electors as possible. 

This is why we think it’s 
sensible for Thanet District 
Council to join with Dover, or 
Canterbury, to create a unitary 
authority serving a population of 
between 250,000 - 300,000 
people; rather than setting up an 
east Kent super council 

suggest will befall the UK if we vote 
to leave. 

Sadly, as has been shown to be 
the case in the US, negative 
campaigning does eventually seem 
to have an impact and as the 
referendum date draws closer, 
readers can be sure that the 
‘remain camp’ will be ramping it 
up - big time. 

The result could well be that this 
once in a lifetime opportunity will 
be spurned and the vote to make a 
real and positive difference to the 
UK’s future will be lost. 

Christopher Hudson-Gool, 
Maidstone 


comprising Shepway, Dover, 

Thanet and Canterbury councils 
covering a population of over half 
a million people, as favoured by 
Roger Gale MP and the Tories. 

A mega-council on this scale 
would be just as inaccessible, out 
of touch and unwieldy as KCC. 

We believe if there is to be a 
fundamental restructuring of 
local government in Kent, the 
new councils which are created 
by this process should be elected 
on the basis of proportional 
representation ensuring that 
everybody’s vote really counts. 

We also believe that the voting 
age for these new councils should 
be reduced to 16 and that the new 
councils are run by cross-party 
committee systems rather than 
the undemocratic cabinet system 
in which a tiny handful of 
political bosses from the same 
party make all the decisions. 

Tricia Hartley and 
Ian Driver, 
Thanet Greens 

Leadership is 
not way to EU 

DR Brian Beeley thinks we should lead 
from inside the EU? (KoS, last week). 

Seeing as we’ve lost most of the 
votes we’ve had an interest in and 
David Cameron had to ask 
permission of 27 other countries 
for the minor changes he request¬ 
ed, leading from inside is obviously 
not an option. Some clout, some 
influence, some sway! 

As for using our muscle, have 
you seen the weak, spineless, 


surrender monkeys in Westminster? 

Regaining our fishing rights, the 
control of our courts, the control of 
immigration and all the other 
necessities for a sovereign, self 
governing and democratic nation, 
are just not up either for discussion 
by the EU, or for any change. 

The City of London is under 
threat as a result of the Lisbon 
Treaty, suffering harmful and 
unsympathetic regulatory 
interventions from the EU, 
determined by qualified majority 
voting in the EU council and the UK 
has no veto. So dream on Dr Beeley, 
we want our country back before 
the EU dead hand ruins us too. 

Phil Granger, 
West Mailing 

Why does UK 
back herbicide? 


LAST week, the European Union 
postponed the re-authorisation of 
the controversial toxic substance 
glyphosate, the world’s most widely 
used herbicide. 

However, this does more than 
just kill weeds. The World Health 
Organisation confirmed last year 
that glyphosate is “probably 
carcinogenic” to humans. 

The postponement followed 
growing rebellion from EU 
governments. Italy, France, 

Sweden, and the Netherlands all 
opposed a new 15-year licence at a 
meeting which the European 
Commission had hoped would 
rubber stamp re-approval. 

You will note the absence of the 
UK from this list. In fact, the UK 
government is a keen supporter of 
corporate agribusiness and has 
been leading the charge for 
deregulation, for which read; 
reduction of standards that protect 
public health. 

Indeed former environment 
secretary, Owen Paterson, was a 
cheerleader for GM crops. 

Glyphosate and GM are two sides 
of the same corporate coin. 

Agribusiness giant Monsanto 
produces both Roundup, the 
world’s leading glyphosate weed 
killer, and glyphosate-resistant GM 
crops. A marriage of convenience 
which enables corporate control of 
food production. 

The blocking of re-authorisation 
of glyphosate is another example of 
why we are greener in the EU. 

As a member of the Green Party, 
as a group we see the EU as the 
place where we can battle corpo¬ 
rate power most effectively. But as 
is patently clear, this is something 
we can only hope to do while the 
UK remains a member of the EU. 

Keith Taylor, 
MEP south east England 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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Guildhall, 

Faversham 


CLASSICAL 

CONCERT 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk,. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 


by Alan Blackburn 


WIN GREAT TICKETS 
EVERY MONTH! 

IN February, March, April, May 
and June, if your picture appears 
on this page, you’ll be included in 
a monthly draw to win a pair of 
tickets to the Leeds Castle 
Classical Concert - one of the 
highlights of the year and which 
takes place on July 9. 

So send us your photographs 
today to be in with a chance! 


LEEDS CASTLE 


SUMMER 2016 


www.leedscastleconcert.co.uk 



C?AY£? 


PAYROLL 


AUMTf 


REPORTS f 


ACCOUNTING. AUDIT A BUSINESS TAX SERVICES 


Whatever Your question 
We have the answer! 

T: 01622 690666 

www.dsh.co.uk 


Owl e red Accountants 
£ Butirttu AcKuo t% 

Your Partners In Business 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 





PREVIEW: No turrets adorn the new S90 as Volvo aims to reclaim a once 
lofty status in the big car sector... 


Volvo 


V OLVO used to do well with big cars, 
though robust styling often drew 
unflattering comparisons with 
trucks, or comments like “it just 
needs a gun turret on top.” 

The Swedish marque’s designs may have 
shaped up better more recently, but it has still 
suffered from the down-sizing trend that has 
trimmed the whole big car sector. 

Volvo’s outgoing S80 saloon - worthy, though 
it was - also struggled for cachet and driver 
engagement versus German rivals. 

But BMW and Co may not have it easy once the 
Swedes’ S90 replacement and equivalent estate 
arrives. 

They will benefit from developments financed 
by the brand’s wealthy Chinese owner, Geely, and 
already invested in Volvo’s excellent new XC90 
SUV: they’ll be lighter, stiffer, and more spacious, 
eco-friendly and tax efficient. 

The low slung S90 also looks superb, and will 
gain the ‘Twin Engine’ petrol-electric plug-in 
hybrid tech from the XC90, with an estimated 
all-electric range of around 30 miles and claimed 
official fuel economy of more than lOOmpg. 

As with the XC90 hybrid, this won’t come 
cheap, but no S90 will be a snip anyway; rather 
than looking for big volumes, the word from 
Volvo HQ is how the S90 series will be pitched 
higher than the S80 (from £32,500), hunting 


e 


discerning buyers attracted by technological 
prowess, Volvo’s traditional emphasis on safety, 
and more of the classy Scandinavian cabin that 
is a latter day brand hallmark. 

Volvo also seems to have created the in-car 
touchscreen of the moment: first seen on the 
XC90, this might well be the motoring equiva¬ 


lent of the iPad, with a big display and intuitive 
operation - a sharp contrast to so many on the 
market at present. 

And it could just give Volvo an edge, espe¬ 
cially with all-new BMW 5 Series and Mer¬ 
cedes-Benz E-Class rivals also arriving this 
year. 
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Mark 2 XF big cat 'leaps' ahead 


ROAD TEST: Jaguar’s new version of the car that sparked the brand’s revival is a 
well-judged evolution - both driver and tax-friendly... 



J AGUAR’S pouncing bonnet 
emblem - known affection¬ 
ately as The Leaper - is the 
British sporting brand’s 
hallmark. 

And Jaguar itself took a huge leap 
forward with the original 2008-vin¬ 
tage XF saloon, even if The Leaper 
itself went backwards - to the 
bootlid. 

Its style ditched the tired old ‘trad 
Jag’ looks of the marque’s heyday - 
notably the twin-headlamp motif of 
the original XJ series - and Jaguar’s 
line-up has since revitalised and 
expanded. 

Even at the first XF’s demise last 
year it still looked right, with its 
four-door coupe-style helping to 
inspire many similarly rakish coupe/ 
saloons. 

Not surprisingly then, a resurgent 
Jaguar has evolved rather than 
revolutionised the XF’s style - the 
approach usually taken by German 
premium rivals anyway. 

The second generation car (from 
£32,300) simply looks slicker and 
smarter than before, with a new 
aluminium-intensive body, claimed 
to be at least 80kg - roughly 
equivalent to the average UK male 
adult - lighter than the competition. 
Its most frugal variant also has the 


lowest C02 emissions of any 
non-hybrid rival (104g/km), with an 
impressive 70.6mpg official com¬ 
bined fuel economy, helped by 
exceptional aerodynamics; its Cd 
0.26 drag co-efficient being on par 
with the snorting Nissan GT-R street 
racer and BMW’s ultra-green i8 
supercar - not bad for a relatively 


affordable exec saloon. 

Jaguar has also blitzed the only 
consistent beef about the old XF: 
cramped rear legroom for its size. Now 
it’s the sector leader for rear leg and 
headroom; there’s also generous width 
for three across the back, though the 
middle passenger will find his/her feet 
splayed by the floor tunnel. 



The driver is now faced by an 
all-new 10.2-inch touchscreen for an 
intuitive infotainment system at the 
centre of one of the best-arranged 
cabins in class. 

However, it is a drabber place this 
time, with Jaguar seemingly 
influenced by unimaginative 
German rivals, rather than seeking a 


Jaguar XF R-Sport 
2.0i 163PS Manual 


Price: 

from £34,200 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

BMW 5 Series 


point of difference. 

There’s not much doubt of a lead 
on the road though: the XF is 
probably the finest mix of handling 
and comfort in its class and would be 
a worthy upholder of Jag’s famous 
‘Grace, Pace and Space’ slogan this 
time around were it not for the 
unedifying noise of the 163PS 
(161bhp) diesel fitted to the test car: 
it’s the lower output option of the 
impressively economical and 
tax-beating all-new 2.0-litre oil 
burners offered in the XF, but mars 
the experience delivered by the nicely 
judged chassis and overall lightness 
of the car. 

And the auto ‘box might be 
preferable to the test car’s manual 
unit, which was overly light to use, 
to the point where I worried at the 
ease with which reverse might be 
engaged rather than first - more 
exacting selection is needed. 



ISUZU D-MAX YUKON RANGE 

FROM 
ONLY 


£ 19 , 499 ™ 

NOW WE RE TALKING 




1 . > 


Economical 

38.7 MPG Combined# 

Fit for purpose 

4x4 Shift-on-the-fly 

Comfortable 

Leather steering wheel 
with audio & cruise controls 

Strong & tough 

3.5 Tonne towing 

Peace of mind 

5 Year/1 25,000 mile 
warranty* 




THAT SPEAKS 
FOR ITSELF 


To book an Isuzu test drive contact us today. 

R W Crawford Agricultural Machinery Ltd 

Little Hook Farm, Hook Lane, Charing, TN27 OAN 

Telephone: 01233 428960 

www.rwcrawfordagriculturalmachinery-isuzu.co.uk 

R W Crawford Agricultural Machinery Ltd trading as R W Crawford Agricultural Machinery Ltd is a credit broker and not a lender. 

MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. #0fficial fuel figures for the Isuzu Yukon Manual in mpg (1/100km): 

Urban 31.7 (8.9). Extra Urban 44.1 (6.4). Combined 38.7 (7.3). CO 2 emissions 192g/km. For model specific figures please contact us directly or visit www.isuzu.co.uk 

fPrice shown is an Isuzu Yukon Extended Cab CV0TR with manual transmission, automatic transmission also available from £21,499 CV0TR. Commercial vehicle on the road price includes delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and first registration 
fee, excludes VAT. *5 year/125,000 miles (whichever comes first) warranty applies to ail new Isuzu D-Max models. Special paint finishes extra at £400 excluding VAT. Finance options available at participating dealers, subject to status.Terms and conditions apply. 
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CITROEN 

SWAPPAGE 

£2000 


CITROEN C3 EDITION 

SWAP WITH ELECT 3 PCP FROM £159 PER MONTH* 
WITH NO CUSTOMER DEPOSIT 


MINIMUM £2,000 PART EXCHANGE FOR YOUR CURRENT CAR 


o APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 


CReATIVe TeCHNOLOGie 


citroen.co.uk 


ual Edition. Prices shown'incorporate a £1000 Citrc 
: match exactly to that shown on the V5 of the vehic 
atus. Finance provided by and written quotations av 
ss Motor Group (Tunbridge Wells) Ltd i: 


withdrawn by Citroen at its complete disc 
i/hich will apply to customers trading in a v 
a minimum of 90 days. Elect 3 Personal C 
n number 01024322) t/a Citroen Financi 
:roduce you to a limited number of lender- 


nclude VAT, delivery to dealer & number plates. Government Registration Fee & 1 
be scrapped against the purchase of a qualifying new Citroen C3 (excl. VT models 
lan offers includes 36 monthly payments at the rates shown & a significant option 
s. Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, Surrey, RH1 1QA, UK. Citroen Financ 
* specification correct at time of going to press from participating Dealers. Terms <! 


vith Elect 3 Finance. 


‘ 6,000. Charges may apply if the a 
ulated by the Financial Conduct At 
for details. Subject to stock availability. 


mileage is exceeded. Finance subject to status. Finance provided by and written quotations available on request from PSA Finance UK Limited (company registration number 01024322) t/a Citroen Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, Surrey, RH1 1QA, UK. Citroen Financial Services is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Over 18s 
only. A guarantee may be required. Thames Motor Group (Tunbridge Wells) Ltd is acting as a credit broker and is not a lender. To finance your purchase we may introduce you to a limited number of lenders. Offers <& specification correct at time of going to press from participating Dealers. Terms & conditions apply. Pleasi 

Official Government fuel consumption figures (Range): Urban cycle, Extra urban. Combined (litres per lOOkm/mpg) & C0 2 emissions (g/km); Highest: Citroen C3 PureTech 82 manual Selection 5.6/50.4, 4.1/68.9, 
4.6/61.4, 107. Lowest: Citroen C3 BlueHDi 100 manual Exclusive 3.8/74.3, 3.2/88.3, 3.4/83.1, 87. MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, 
and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. 


THAMES MOTOR GROUP 01892 549766 

NORTH FARM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT, TN2 3EY www.thamestunbridgewells.citroen.co.uk 




HYURDRI 


Tunbridge Wells Hyundai 

Unit 1, Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells m2 3UY 


01892 458311 


Medway Hyundai 

London Road, Rainham Kent ME8 8PT 


new i20 and Tucson based on an estimate annual mileage of 10,000 miles per 
annum. *Excess mileage charged at 14.9 pence per mile. Terms and conditions 
apply. Images are for illustration purposes only. We have the right to remove any 
offer at any time without prior notice. Please contact us for full details. 


01634 408408 www.kenthyundai.co.uk 
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holidays 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 
Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
info@gnholidays.com 
www.gnholidays.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


^ABTA 



60s Party Breaks 

Stoke Rochford Hall, Lines 

30 Apr, 14 Oct, 4 Nov, 2016 
Quote: SR-KOS 

Join us for a 60s-themed private party break, at 
Stoke Rochford Hall in the heart of rural Lincolnshire 
near Grantham. This historic Victorian mansion is set 
in 28 acres of landscaped parkland with 
accommodation in the Stable Courtyard and 
Woodland Lodge annexe and entertainment in The 
Venue - for over 40s only, all located in the grounds. 
Enjoy a 60s tribute act both nights and access to the 
leisure club's gym, heated pool, sauna and steam 
room. 

INCLUDED: Entertainment • 2 dinners & 2 breakfasts • 
Free use of leisure facilities • 2 nights sharing an en-suite 
bedroom with TV & tea/coffee tray • Free Parking 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 



Mamma Mia & Super 70s Party 

Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk 

Friday, 8 July, 2016 
Quote: SS7-KOS 

Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for 
a Super Summer Private Party - for over 40s only. Our 
fun-packed weekend features 70s chart toppers 
Showaddywaddy, a screening of Mamma Mia the 
movie plus Abba and Rod Stewart tributes. 
Entertainment is virtually non-stop from Friday to 
Sunday evening and you'll also enjoy free drinks 
every night. 

INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks per person per night - house 
beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft drinks & 
mixers • Entertainment • 3 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation - club upgrade available • 3 dinners & 3 
breakfasts • Free Parking 

Private 



60s Party Break 

Penyard House, Wye Valley 
Friday, 3 June, 2016 
Quote: PH-KOS 

Join us for a 60s-themed private party break, for over 
40s only, at Penyard House Hotel in the tranquil 
Herefordshire countryside near Ross on Wye. Set in 9 
acres of beautiful gardens and pasture this 18th 
century house has undergone careful refurbishment 
and expansion over the years. Enjoy a 60s tribute act 
both nights, breakfasts and dinners, and a host of 
attractions nearby. 

INCLUDED: Entertainment • 2 dinners & 2 breakfasts • 2 
nights sharing an en-suite bedroom with TV & 
tea/coffee tray • Free Parking 


/3 nights^ 
halfboard 
PLUS 

V£l29 PP y 



UNION GAP 1 

^ The 


The 

•. ■ ♦ * _ Searchers 




Entertainment 
Over 40s only 
£10pp deposit 


Ultimate 60s Christmas Party 
Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk 

Friday, 8 November, 2016 
Quote: XP11-KOS 

Join us on the Suffolk coast for a Fab Private Party - 
for over 40s only - to get you in the mood for 
Christmas. Enjoy plenty of festive fun, free drinks 
every night and non-stop entertainment from Friday 
to Sunday evening. This year's line-up includes: The 
Searchers, Union Gap, The New Honeycombs, The 
Cufflinks plus a tribute to Dusty Springfield. 
INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks per person per night - house 
beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft drinks & 
mixers • Entertainment • 3 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation - club upgrade available • 3 dinners & 3 
breakfasts • Free Parking 
Events - You cannot book these self-drive breaks direct with the 


/ 2 nights ' 
halfboard 


Entertainment 
Over 40s only 
£10pp deposit 


Ulte 

Fortunes 



60s Party Break 

4 Star Hinckley Island Hotel 
Leicestershire 

Friday, 17 June, 2016 - Quote HK6-KOS 

Join us for a private party break featuring 60s bands 
The Fortunes and The Ivy League at the 4 star 
Hinckley Island Hotel nestled in the heart of 
Leicestershire near Nuneaton and Market Bosworth. 
Relax in the hotel's indoor pool and fitness suite, the 
Triumph Sports bar and Piazza Lounge Bar or 
venture out to nearby attractions, before dinner and 
fun-packed evening both nights. 

INCLUDED: Entertainment - live band each night • 2 
dinners and 2 breakfasts • Free use of leisure facilities • 2 
nights sharing an en-suite bedroom with TV, tea/coffee 
tray and free wifi • Free Parking 


Free Drinks 
Entertainment 
Over 40s only 
£10pp deposit 
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Super 60s Premium 

Christmas Party at Warner 
Norton Grange, Isle of Wight 

Friday 25 Nov, 2016 - Quote: NG11 -KOS 

Great Entertainment, a fab festive atmosphere, free 
drinks, good food, free car ferry and a super location 
make Warner's Norton Grange resort, on the Isle of 
Wight, our most popular over 40s Christmas Party 
venue. We've booked the whole resort again for an 
exclusive celebration with a super entertainment 
featuring 60s band Union Gap, Roy Carter of 
Heatwave, a Rod Stewart tribute and more. 

INCLUDED: Free drinks from 6pm to midnight every 
night - house beers and spirits, wine by the glass, 
pumped soft drinks and mixers • Entertainment • 3 
nights standard en-suite chalet - upgrades available • 3 
breakfasts & 3 dinners • Return car ferry 
hotels/resorts 
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A buyer’s 
guide.... 


FMDSH - it's short for peace of mind 


P RICES don’t seem to 
come down, yet cars 
represent better value 
now than ever before 
thanks to better 
quality, comfort, economy, 
specification and reliability. 

But owners still need to keep up 
the service schedule and ensure 
repairs are carried out swiftly and 
competently. 

The best guarantee used to be a 
full main dealer service history 
(FMDSH), a reassuring record 
that everything required for the 
manufacturer’s warranty had 
been carried out. But this became 
seen as a restrictive practice, so 
2002 EU legislation stopped 
manufacturers insisting on cars 
being maintained by their 
franchise network to keep the 
guarantee intact. 

Nevertheless, many car-buyers 
still think main dealer franchising 
is the best way to protect the 
part-exchange or secondhand 
value of the car, since used-car- 
buyers will usually pay a premium 
for a full main dealer service 
history on sophisticated models. 
But sceptics argue that this 
perceived premium is wiped out 
by higher main dealer service 
bills. Maybe, but manufacturers 
and their dealer networks have 
raised their game since the 2002 


legislation. Indeed, with car sales 
and profits squeezed, dealers have 
become more competitive on 
servicing, created cost-effective 
service plans, enhanced customer 
service, and specialised in 
ancillaries like tyres and exhausts 
- normally the preserve of the 
quick-fits. 

They have also banked on the 
perception that only a main 
dealer’s service technicians can 
know its cars as well they do. 

And happy service customers 
keep coming back, seeing the 
latest new models in the car 
showroom -they may soon buy 
again. 


THE MAIN DEALER TECHNICIAN: best for your new Renault Kad- 
jar crossover or Hyundai ilO city car? 



CITROEn 


Wilmoths - Maidstone 

button Road, Maidstone, Kent, ME 15 8RD 


01622 528439 


A 


Service & Repairs 


CONVENIENCE AND VALUE 

Citroen Fixed Price Servicing and Repairs are full of good 
surprises, because not only do you get unique levels of 
expertise, total convenience and Citroen Original and Approved 
Parts fitted by highly trained technicians; you also benefit from 
surprisingly low fixed prices, a free 22 point health check, free 
technical updates, plus collection and delivery to keep you on 
the move. 

ORIGINALS SERVICING - Designed for all Citroen cars and vans 
36 months old or more, using only Original Equipment Parts 
fitted by the experts. 


Interim Service at £140 


Plus, if you book an MOT at the same time, it will only cost 
an extra £35 - it simply makes sense. 


CITROEN FIXED PRICE REPAIRS 

It's no surprise that we can repair your vehicle 
to the highest standards, but how about 

Citroen Fixed Price Repairs from £27? 

Then there's the Citroen Price Match Promise 0 . 

Find a garage within five miles offering the same repairs 
for less than your Citroen Authorised Repairer and we'll 
simply match the price or refund the difference. 

To get expert service without the price tag, call 

01622 528439 

or visit Wilmoths - Maidstone to discuss your ideal 
servicing or repair options today. 

°Offer applies to Originals Fixed Price Repairs only. 

Terms and conditions apply. Please ask us for more details. 


Full Service at £250 
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Renault CLIO Play 1.2 16V 75 

0% APR representative 

From £159 per month* 


Renault CAPTUR Dynamique Nav TCe 90 

0% APR representative 

From £199 per month* 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the cars shown are: urban 39.2 (7.2)-47.1 (6); extra-urban 60.1 (4.7)-62.8 (4.5); combined 
51.4 (5.5)- 55.4 (5.1). The official C0 2 emissions are 127-114g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. Fuel 
consumption and C0 2 may vary with driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

*Clio monthly payment based on £2,207 deposit, 24 monthly payments of £159, optional final payment of £6,153. Captur monthly payment based on £1,504 deposit, 24 monthly payments of £199, optional final payment of 
£8,715. Finance provided by Renault Finance, PO Box 149, Watford WD17 1FJ. Subject to status. Indemnities may be required. UK residents only (excluding the Channel Islands). Over 18s. Terms and conditions apply. Offer based on 
6,000 miles per annum, excess mileage 8p per mile inc VAT. Finance available on selected new vehicles when ordered between 12 February and 31 March 2016 and registered by 30 June 2016. Excludes Renaultsport and Expression 
models. **Offer for £500 cashback towards your fuel (including VAT) has been extended and is available to retail customers only on new Clio and Captur models when ordered and registered between 15 and 31 March 2016. Clio 
shown has optional i.d. metallic paint, at an extra £595. Captur shown with metallic i.d. paint, and painted roof at an extra £894. 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone ME15 9XY 
Tel 01622 616422 


MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

Hilton Road 
Ashford TN23 1EW 
Tel 01233 215630 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Westminster Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel 01227 389706 


www.motorline.co.uk/renault 

Book a test-drive 
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Main dealer servicing 


Dealers hit back at their quick-fit rivals 


PECIALIST ‘quick/fast-fit’ 
centres boomed as 
motorists tried to save 
money and time on new 
exhausts, tyres, batteries, 
clutches, shock-absorbers, plus 
routine services and the annual 
MOT. 

But main dealers did not sit idle, 
reckoning that car owners using 
their service bays might be open to a 
‘one-stop shop’ option with realistic 
deals on tyres and exhausts, for 
instance. 

Using the main dealer also 
guarantees genuine manufacturers’ 
parts are used, adding confidence of 
additional quality, durability and 
knowledge that this will be logged on 
the manufacturer database. 

Owners have been similarly 
encouraged for bodyshop repairs by 
the franchise’s own panel-beaters 
and paintshop or one that gets its 
seal of approval. 

Main dealers have also 
borrowed from 
quick-fit rivals by 
offering menu 
pricing; like 
dining out, 
a customer 
can decide 
what he 
wants and 
knows in 
advance 
what it will 


cost - avoiding motoring indigestion 
when the bill is presented. 

Some dealers even offer to spread 
the cost via finance or servicing 
schemes over several years. 

Others may also offer a loyalty 
scheme offering cheaper prices to 
keep owners of older and lower-value 
models on their books, rather than 
see them defect to the non-franchised 
sector simply because they feel their 
car is no longer worth top servicing 
prices. 

Another borrowed quick-fit trick is 
longer working hours at main dealer 
service centres: many customers 
want to drop off their car early on 
their way to work and then pick it up 
at the end of the day - a courtesy car 
may even be offered. 

Bookings can often be made 
centrally, too, so that customers 
living midway between two fran¬ 
chised dealers within the same group 
can pick the most convenient service 
slots available. 





QUICK FIT VS MAIN DEALER: which is best for your new Citroen C4 Cactus crossover or superminis like the 
Renault Clio and Hyundai i20? 




What the experts say... 


THIRD party sources support 
keeping your new car in the 
franchise family. 

Media motoring guru Honest John 
really was honest with a BMW 
owner who considered an independ¬ 
ent garage to maintain his car: 

“After independent servicing, you 
will get a lower part-ex price from a 
BMW dealer and it will go to auction. 

“If the car has a full dealer service 


history and is in retail condition, you 
will get a higher price 
The difference will 
normally be 
worth more 
than you save 
on mainte¬ 
nance.” 

Motor 

Trade Insider 
website polled 


some professional motor-traders who 
collectively buy 5,000 
cars per year for 
main dealers: 

“If 


VW-buyers said they would value a 
car like this £800-£l,000 less. 

“The Jaguar-buyer said it would 
need to be £1,500 to £2,000 less - 
the BMW and Mercedes boys said 
they probably just wouldn’t want to 
buy it!” 


KEEP IT IN THE 
FAMILY: that’s 
what experts say 
about caring for 
your new DS3 
supermini, Hy¬ 
undai Tucson SUV 
or Renault Captur 
crossover 


asked to bid on a 
three-year-old 
variant of one of 
your models with 
average mileage and spec, would you 
value it any less if it had three 
KwikFit/ Halfords/Tesco etc stamps 
against three stamps from the 
franchise representing the car?” 

The answer: “The results in some 
cases were staggering: the Ford and 
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Kent Hyundai 



We’ll price match any quote!* 



BOOK A SERVICE 
TODAY 

AT OUR TUnBRIDGE 
WELLS OR RAinHAM 
SHOWOOM 


HYlinDAI 5 YEAR+ 

SERVICinG 

Hyundai 5 year+ servicing provides simple servicing solutions 
for vehicles aged 5 years and older at a price to suit you. 

Its simple and straightforward 

• Choose from 3 levels of core service starting at just £89 

• Then select a bolton such as MOT, Air con service or 
replacement brake pads 

• Complete building your service options including Roadside 
Assistance or a free software check and upgrade. 





your 

fm se ^e 

fr ° m only 



25 % 

OFF 

your MOT when 
booked in with a 
service ^ 




Simply bring this advert along 
to your service to redeem! 

Offer is valid between 1st March 2016 and 31st October 2016. 
Offer is only valid to customers without a service plan. 



HYunoni 


Tunbridge Wells Hyundai 

Unit 1, Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells m2 3UY 

01892 458311 


Medway Hyundai 

London Road, Rainham Kent ME8 8PT 

01634 408408 www.kenthyundai.co.uk 


*Terms and conditions apply. 
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^ Kent on Sunday 


jobs24.co.uk 

J IN PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 01233 653461 

EMAIL appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE www.Jobs24.co.uk/kent 



Abbey Court School 

“We grow people” 

“An outstanding school” (Ofsted July 2010 & October 2012) 

We are currently looking for a 

TEACHING ASSISTANT 

to join and enhance our large and expanding, high calibre team. 
Medway Scale, Grade D2 

£15,523 - £19,742 pro-rata + SEN Allowance (£1,215) 

Are you committed, motivated and enthusiastic? Can you make a difference? 
If so, share your talents and expertise with us. 

Abbey Court is located on 2 sites; Rainham (Nursery and Primary) and 
Strood (Secondary and Further Education), and caters for pupils aged 3-19 
with Severe Learning Difficulties. Working hours are 32.5 p/w (8.45am - 3.45pm), 
term time only. Comprehensive training and induction will be provided. 


This School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 
and young people, and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 
Any offer of appointment for post is subject to a satisfactory Criminal Record 
Bureau Disclosure. 

For an application pack, please write to/telephone 
(stating the role for which you are applying): 

Mrs Linda Taylor, Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, 

Strood, Kent. ME2 3SP (01634 338236) 

Please note CV’s will not be accepted. 

Closing date: 23.3.16 - Interview date: 1.4.16 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed 
independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent 
hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent 
medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have 
state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 

Matron - Margate 

Fulltime Hours: 37.5 per week Closing date: 21/03/16 

Salary: £40,000.00 per annum 
Experience & Qualifications 

• ENB 998 and R/N Level 1 Diploma in Nursing 

• 5 years’ post registration 

• 3 years’ experience in management or senior position 

• Clinical governance and audit program experience 

• Policy/procedural development experience 

• Excellent communication and listening skills 

• Role model to provide advice and guidance to staff 

• Route cause analysis/management of quality improvement 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Lynn Orrin, Hospital Manager on 
01843 234554. 

Senior Physiotherapist - Ashford 

Fulltime Hours: 37.5 per week Closing date: 21/03/2016 

Salary: £30-35,000.00 per annum (dependant on experience) 

Experience and Qualifications 

• BSc/Equivalent in Physiotherapy 

• Member of CSP 

• HCPC Registration 

• 5-7 years post graduate experience 

• Proven clinical experience in the delivery of Orthopaedic and MSK Physiotherapy 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Adebayo Tijani, Physiotherapy 
Manager on 07479 987931. 

For a job description and application form for either role please visit www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Mathew Thomas, HR Apprentice 

Telephone: 01304 222690 

E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Only those with childcare experience, or relevant childcare 
qualifications should apply. 

Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at Abbey Court School, 
continuity and consistency of support is paramount and therefore candidates 
for all positions will need to commit to the full working hours of the post. 



Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 
These positions are subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 


Spencer j| 
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Be part of our successful team 

Media Sales Office Based Executive 


Here at Archant Kent we are looking for an office based Sales 
Executive based in Ashford to support 

and increase business in our publications in print and online as we 
continue to grow. We are looking for an ambitious person to join our 
successful sales team. Ideally you will be an IT literate individual who 
is tasked focused with a good eye for detail. You must be able to 
communicate well both verbally and in writing. 

With our excellent product training and our continuous development 
programme, well show you how to develop first class solutions for 
our customers, cultivate excellent business relationships and present 
effective and innovative ideas that will provide real value and 
response for our customers. 

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WILL HAVE: 



• A passion for publishing 

• An understanding of brand awareness and advertising solutions 

• The ability to produce and action effective ideas and promotions 

• Resilience and influential communication skills to overcome objections 

• The ability to secure new business and manage existing accounts 


In return we are offering up to £1 8k basic with bonus OTE potential of £8,400. 

The exceptional benefits include five weeks annual leave, and a contributory pension 
and life assurance scheme (after qualifying period). A wide range of voluntary 
benefits include a cycle scheme, childcare vouchers, contributory private health 
scheme and Archant Gold (charity matched funding). 


If you think you have the talent we require, you are ambitious, target driven and 
want to be part of our growth plans then we want to hear from you immediately. 


To find out more: 

www.archant.co.uk/vacancies 
or email: employment@archant.co.uk 


archant| 
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LEGAL AND PUBL C NOTICES 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 

Public Notice of Application for Grant/ 
Variation of a Premises Licence 
Premises Licence 

Application has today been made to the Council 
for the above licence by: Andrew Barnes and 
Mary Barnes of The Royal Function Rooms, 
12 Star Hill, Rochester, Kent ME1 1XD for an 
increase in authorised hours for the sale by retail 
of alcohol from 10.00 to 02.00 and the provision 
of regulated entertainment, namely plays, live 
and recorded music, performance of dance and 
facilities for dancing on various days at various 
times, indoor sporting events, wrestling and 
boxing events, showing of films. Proposed hours: 
09.00-02.30 with seasonal variations of operation. 
DPS: Andrew B arnes Dated 11 th March 2016 
Representations should be made in writing within 
28 days of the above date to: the Licensing Unit, 
Medway Council, Gun Wharf, Dock Road, 
Chatham, Kent ME4 4TR. 

Should you wish to make representations to the 
Council it must be in writing and/or you can view 
our application by contacting the Council on 
01634 337107 or 337108 by 8th April 2016. 

It is an offence to knowingly or recklessly make a 
false statement in connection with an application 
which carries a maximum fine of £5000. 


Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence 

Triple Nine Transport Ltd of Unit Z, Transfesa 
Road, Paddock wood Distribution Centre, 
Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6UU is applying to 
change an existing license as follows; To keep 
14 units and 11 trailers at the operating centre 
Forstall House, Maidstone Road, Paddock Wood 
TN12 PY. 

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre(s) who believe that 
their use or enjoyment of that land would be 
affected, should make written representations 
to the Traffic Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 
386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating 
their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a copy 
of their representations to the applicant at the 
address given at the top of this notice. A Guide 
to Making Representations is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s office. 


PLEASE MENTION 
THIS NEWSPAPER 
WHEN REPLYING TO 
THESE ADVERTISEMENTS 
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Sport 


Testimonial for 
Dartford winger 


Ryan Hayes is to be recognised for his 11 years of service... 



HONOURED : A Ryan Hayes XI will take on Ebbsfleet United in July 


Football 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


DARTFORD have announced that 
long-serving winger Ryan Hayes 
will have a testimonial match at 
Princes Park this summer. 

It was confirmed late this week 
that local rivals Ebbsfleet United will 
be the opponents, to face a Ryan 
Hayes XI side hand-picked by the 
player himself. 

Hayes, who is now 30, joined the 
club towards the end of the 2004/05 
season from Kent League side Slade 
Green FC, established himself as a 
fans’ favourite, and has since gone 
on to make almost 500 appearances 
for the Darts. 

He said: “I’m delighted and think 
it’s a great honour to be granted the 
testimonial year with Dartford. 

“I’m looking forward to all the 
events that my committee are going 
to organise, but especially the match. 

“The players I’m inviting will 
make the day a good one I’m sure - 
and I hope the fans turn out in their 
numbers to help me celebrate my 
playing career and time at the club 
so far.” 

Hayes has made a total of 474 ap¬ 
pearances for the club, and has 
scored 89 goals, making him the 
club’s eighth highest scorer, and his 
honours include winners medals in 
the Kent Senior Cup and Conference 
South play-offs. 

The club remained coy on some 
further details with regards to who 
may line up alongside Hayes. 

Chairman Steve Irving paid trib¬ 
ute to the popular winger, saying: 
“It’s great news for Ryan and great 


news for the club, too. I’ve watched 
him develop over those 11 years 
since he announced his arrival with 
two goals on his debut. 

“And as I’ve said before he’s 
thrilled and frustrated fans in equal 
measure but it’s lovely to be able to 
recognise him like this. 


“Ebbsfleet are one of our greatest 
and oldest rivals and when we played 
them in the league we had a huge at¬ 
tendance, so hopefully we’ll see simi¬ 
lar crowds turn out.” 

Ryan Hayes’ testimonial match 
will take place at Princes Park on 
Sunday, July 17. 


Maidstone midfielder Flisher signs new deal 


Football 


ALEX Flisher has signed a new 
contract with Maidstone United, 
keeping him at the club until the 
summer of 2018. 

The midfielder, 23, has made more 
than 200 appearances for the club, 
scoring more than 50 goals in the 
process, but has been plagued by 
injury since making his debut in 
November 2011. 

First contracted by Jay Saunders in 
his first full season as Stones boss, 
this is the fifth occasion that the 
Maidstone-born midfielder has been 
offered new terms. 

He told the club’s website: “Being 
my local club it was an easy decision 
to make, especially with it being for 
two years. 



HOME : Gallagher Stadium 

“After my injury, some clubs might 
not give you that opportunity but it’s 
good that Jay and the club have. 


“I always looks back and say six 
years ago we were playing in Ryman 
South in front of 250 people and now 
we’re playing in front of 2,000. 

“It’s a big difference from when I 
first started and each season the club 
are progressing, so who knows 
where we’ll be in two years. 

“The fans have always been great 
to me: the response I get from them 
- whether I start or come on - is 
good, and to hear your name sung is 
pretty special.” 

Stones boss Saunders added: “I am 
pleased to get this deal done. 

“Flish has been an important part 
of what we’ve achieved at the club 
over the past few years. 

“It’s good to see him getting back 
to his full fitness and I am hopeful 
that he’ll play a big part in the 
business end of the season.” 




PROSPECT: Esmee Hawkey 


Teenage GT sensation 
in Porsche team up 


PROMISING teenage GT driver 
Esmee Hawkey has teamed up with 
Porsche ahead of this year’s pro¬ 
gramme. 

Hawkey, 18, from Chislehurst, will 
be among the first in the country to 
race the highly anticipated Porsche 
Cayman GT4 Club sSport. 

She will be competing in the GT 
Cup Championship as the youngest 
female Porsche GT driver in the UK 


on a calendar that includes races on 
three Grand Prix circuits. 

Hawkey told Kent on Sunday: 
“This is a new chapter in my racing 
career and I’m very keen to get 
started. 

“Porsche is a fantastic brand to 
work with so I’m really happy to 
have partnered up with Porsche 
Centre Tonbridge for the next step of 
my racing journey.” 


Powerlifter Tom eyes nationals 


AN ASHFORD powerlifter is looking 
to follow in his father’s footsteps and 
compete in a series of national 
events. 

Tom Calnan, 22, is only at the 
start of his journey but aspires to 
compete in the Great Britain 
Powerlifting Federation (GBPF) 
Championships. 

He began his bid to become a 
British powerlifting champion last 


November and has been drawing on 
the coaching experience of father 
and coach Darran who was a 
successful powerlifter in his youth. 

He entered his first competition in 
February in a junior novice event 
and will now take part in the GBPF 
South East in April, where he aims to 
beat the South East and British 
bench press record and qualify for 
the Kent and Surrey Championships. 


Oshilaja rejoins Gills 
on loan from Cardiff 


GILLINGHAM have re-signed defender 
Deji Oshilaja on loan from Cardiff City in a 
deal that runs until the end of the season. 

The 23-year-old made 15 appearances 
in all competitions for the Gills earlier in 
the campaign during his first loan spell, 
which ended on January 3. 

Manager Justin Edinburgh was hopeful 
of bringing Oshilaja back to Priestfield last 
month, before injuries and suspensions at 
the Championship side led to him being 
required for first team duties by his parent 
club. 

However, recent injuries to John Egan 
and Bristol City loanee Adam El-Abd have 
resulted in the two sides negotiating and 
confirming this new deal. 

Oshilaja told the club’s website: “I’m 
happy to be back, the lads have kept the 
team in a good position in the league, and 
hopefully we can really kick on. 

“It was great to see the lads again.” 

The loan can be extended to cover the 
League One play-off fixtures should the 
Gills be involved. 


BOSS : Justin Edinburgh 


j_ V i. »Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

k^TjOlI Snorts or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport r Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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6 THE 
FIREPLACE 


Visit Our Showroom 

2 Castle Court, Castle Road, Eurolink Industrial 
Estate, Sittingbourne, Kent ME 10 3TD 
Tel/Fax: 01795 599234 
www.the-fireplace.net 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9.30-4, Saturday 10-4 


The Fireplace 


A Family Run Business 


Wood and Multi Fuel Stoves 
Stove Package Deals Available 

Marble, Wood and Stone 
Fire Surrounds 

Bespoke Service Available 
Gas and Electric Fires 
Chimney Lining 
Full Installation Service 


SPRING OFFERS NOW ON IN STORE 
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